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BEST GEAR. BEST EXPERIENCE. 
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patagonia 

Burlington 

Gifts That Last 

quality guaranteed 

I raS I 

4$ 'j v . 

■X ' T- 


iff Locally Owned! 

157 Bank St, Burlington 

802.923.2910 

patagoniaburlington.com 


Save On Packages 

cross-country, downhill & snowboard 


85 Main St, Burlington VT « 802-658-3313 » skirack.com 


3 FREE 

XC Ski Passes 
with purchase of 
Ski Package. 
40^Ski areas! 

Call or visit for details. 


LUNCH/ 


NOW BEINR SERVED 
7 DA/S A WEEK 


NtW LUNCH fACNU AUDITION'S 
INCLUDING: TH€- btUGHTfULty TANGy, 

•suGHTiy spicy, peftfecTLy cwspy, 

A6'SOlOT£iy beUCIOU'S AND 
■SOON TO 6t U/ORLD fAMOUS 

AMERICANO SANDWICH 

CCUBAN-IN'SPIftfcD fLAT6RtAD SAMNW 


Craft food for craft beer. 


New menu premieres Wednesday, November 2ist 


monday— Saturday nam —ppm monday— Saturday nam— Close 

Sunday brunch ioam— 4 pm Sunday io am— Close 


>8 Main Street, Montpelier VT 8 o 2-22 j-taps 




2012 WINNER 


<gSgg_g) Theater tickets make 

S p rijcTe^peak a great holiday gift! 

“ Give the gift of entertainment 

PERFORMING by purchasing a Family 4-Pack 

Arts Center . „ , 

122 Hourglass Dr I Stowe, VI SprucBPeakArts.org/Faniily4 


SUN 12/2 • 2PM • FREE 

VERMONT’S OWN 
40TH ARMY BAND 

Join iis for a lively evening of 

seasonal music from Vermont’s 

own 40th Army Band. This “Shoutin' Tootin’’ 


e.oWBrr /% 


OREGON BEER NIGHT. 


concerts, school workshops and military 
ceremonies from Bennington to Grand Isle, 
as well as performed across the U.S. and 
in Panama and Italy. 


fl Vermont 


SAT 12/15 • 7:30PM 
SUN 12/ 16 • 5PM 

A VERMONT 
HOLIDAY: SONGS 
& STORIES OF 
THE SEASON 

This family-friendly original program 
is a joyful oolebration of holiday and 
solstice traditions brought to you by 
actors Mark Nash and Kathryn Blume, 
and folk singer Patti Casey. 


Thursday, November 29th • 4pm - Midnight 
Wfe love Oregon beer and we love lo share! Exclusive one-time-only kegs from 
Hopworks, Commons, Upright, Mnkasi, Block IS and Breakside. Let it flow... 

REPEAL DAY! 

Wednesday, December 5th 
Day one of a four-day celebration of fermentation and distillation 
freedom. Expect a ridiculous lineup including Cantillon on tap! 


Hill Farmstead & Grass Roots Beers! 

2 Glorious Days • Fri, Dec 21 - Sal, Dec 22 
7?r23 South Main Street, Waterbury, Vermont^ prohibilionpig.com 


LATE NIGHT 
BITES 


THU 12/27 • 5PM 
SAT 12/29 • 7PM 

LEGEND OF AAHHH’S 

A TRUE FABLE 

Through a semi-autobiographioal approaoh, Greg Stump 
explores the history ot the ski fi Im and how these fi Ims 
infl uenoed big mountain skiing... and pop oulture with 
(he birth of the extreme sports movement following 
the release of'Blizzard Of Aahhh's" in 1988. Oneof a 
kind interviews with Warren Miller, Oiok Barrymore, Otto 
Lang, John Jay, Klaus Obermeyer, and the skiing of Soot 
Sohmidt, Glen Plake, Mike Hattrup, Lynne Wieland, and 
many more, drive the fl Im to the peaks. 


«£ Facebook.com/SPPAC | Twitter.c 

om/SprucePeak_Arts 

Buy tickets & memberships ( 
SprucePeakArts.org, or call 802 

inline at 
-760-4634. 

The Spruce Peak Performing Arts Center Is a 501(c)(3) not-for-protit ar 
committed lo entertaining, educating, and engaging our diverse comn 

Is organization dedicated and 
wnities in Stowe and beyond. 


Full Menu until 12 am 
1 am Fri. & Sat. 


189 BANK ST, BTV 

Cortijo VT. com 




STEVE EARLE NAPPY ROOTS 

Solo & Acoustic with Burlington’s Lynguistic Civilians 

Friday, November 30 th Friday, December 7 th 


General admission: $50 
VIP tickets: $125 


Advance Tickets: $20 Tickets Day of: $25 
VIP tickets: $50 


VIP tickets include: 


VIP tickets include: 


Meet & greet with Steve Earle 
Access to preferred seating, (includes a private bar) 


Meet & greet with Nappy Roots • Private bar 
2 free drinks • Light appetizers • Private viewing area 


1 




For more information on all music events at Jay Peak go to jaypeakresort.com/events 


JAY PEAK 


GIVE THE GIFT 


of Jay Peak this Holiday Season 


Move Up Gift Cards are available in 
any amount and can be used across 
the resort for skiing and riding, 
waterparking, skating, Nordic 
skiing, eating, drinking, or do it all 
with a lodging stay. 

For more information: 
jaypeakresort.com/MoveUp 
802.327.2215 
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Crepe Crash 


facing 

facts 

• 

WHAT THE BUCK? 

missing after 

family got separated 
while hunting, but 
the boy was found 
unharmed the next 

LEGAL TENDER 


diminishing demand 
for legal studies. 
Does that mean 
fewer lawyer jokes? 




ONLINE DRIVE 

To coincide with 
Black Friday, 
Rep. Peter Welch 
shopped his 
perennial legislation 


Main Street smart. 


C, 


CRISPY CRUISERS 

the middle of the 


night in Norwich 


have ruled out 
arson. Really? 



That’s how many pounds of turkey 
Sweetwaters restaurant served during 
its annual free Thanksgiving dinner in 
Burlington. About 900 people attended. 


TOPFIVE 




irlington" by Andy 
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tweet of 
the week: 



OURTWEEPLE: SI 


lYSVT.COM/TWITTER 



CHAMPLAIN COLLEGE 


CHAMPLAIN RULE #14: 

THE BEST PATHe IS THE 
ONE THAT GETS YOU 
THERE QUICKEST. 


INTRODUCING PATHe: EARN AN 
ONLINE DEGREE IN LESS TIME 

of all the free and low-cost courses now available ? 
college learning. 

For a free assessment, call 1-866-637-0085 or visit 
onlinc.champlain.edu to sec how much time and 
money you can save with your own personal PATHe. 
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i STUFFED? 

s We’ll help you 

1 keep those holiday 
| calories down! 


Spinning 
Strength Training 
Pilates • Yoga 
Cardio • Weights 
Sauna 

’Free classes with membership I 


Check out our 

HOLIDAY MEMBERSHIP 
SPECIAL! 


marketplace 
fitness 


SEVEN DAYS 



feed back 



NOT SO NIMBY 

I want to correct a misimpression left by 
Kevin J. Kelley’s otherwise excellent and 
balanced article on S.D. Ireland’s proposal 
to redevelop its longtime industrial site on 
Grove Street [“A New Apartment Complex 
Could Ease Burlington's Housing 
Crunch," November 14]. While I certainly 
have numerous concerns about the impact 
of 200 to 300 new units on our neighbor- 
hood — as any direct abutter would — it is 
inaccurate to characterize them as “strong 
opposition." I have not yet seen details of 
the proposal, other than the large number 
of units being talked about, so my sup- 
port or opposition would be premature. 
Certainly any reasonable person would 
conclude that this major redevelopment 
of a 30-acre site in a small, somewhat 
beleaguered neighborhood will have a 
substantial impact, one that is potentially 
negative unless done right. The concerns 
I voiced grow out of my knowledge of the 
property and neighborhood after living 
next door for 30 years. I don’t think they 
amount to opposition. 

As Kevin noted, I have been a strong 
supporter of affordable housing for many 
years, which does not mean I am a sup- 
porter of all housing at whatever cost. 
Thanks to inclusionary zoning, which 
I helped pass many years ago as a city 
councilor, at least a reasonable percentage 
of any new units will be affordable. I look 
forward to my concerns being addressed 
through the city’s development review 
process and to redevelopment of the site 


in a way that is beneficial to the neighbor- 
hood and to all of Burlington. 

Erhard Mahnke 

BURLINGTON 


THE PRICE ISN’T RIGHT 

Thank you for featuring Guild & Company 
in last week's Seven Days [“High Steaks," 
November 21]. Like any new restaurant, 
we have a few kinks to work out, but we're 
fully committed to delivering the best pos- 
sible guest experience. Along those lines, 
writer Alice Levitt poses an interesting 
question in her review: What is a quality 
local food experience worth? 

The Vermont dining scene is a heady 
space right now. Many of us in the busi- 
ness are connected by a common thread: 
an unwavering support for the “local food 
economy." Together we make a conscious 
decision to pay fair prices for quality local 
food when and where we can. In doing so, 
we play an important role in preserving 
the rich agricultural history that makes 
Vermont so special. Sure, there are cheaper 
ways for restaurants to purchase food, but 
that’s not the vision that many of us have 
for the Vermont restaurant community. 

Speaking for the Farmhouse Group, 
we accept that this commitment to local 
sourcing can translate to higher than av- 
erage menu prices at our restaurants. So 
here’s the discussion from our perspec- 
tive: How do we work together with the 
various stakeholders — farmers, restau- 
rateurs, guests, retailers, the media — to 





communicate just how important the local 
food economy is? How do we get people 
to see beyond a simple restaurant menu 
price and understand what it takes to 
bring good, honest, local food to the table? 

Perhaps Seven Days can host the 

We would also like to take this oppor- 
tunity to correct an error. Levitt writes: 
"At the infamously pricy, No. 1-rated Peter 
Luger Steak House in Brooklyn, steak for 
two is $75.90. At Guild, a ribeye a deux 
is $80.” A pricing comparison is made 
between a locally minded Vermont restau- 
rant and a NYC institution. 

First things first: We absolutely stand 
behind our pricing at Guild & Company. 
We pay top price for our premium local 
beef, and the quality shows. 

A simple phone call confirmed Luger’s 
actually charges $95 for their signature 
steak for two, and it’s for the steak only. 
At Guild & Company, our price includes 
salad and side dishes for two. This makes 
Guild & Company’s price significantly less 
than Peter Luger’s. 

Jed Davis 
ESSEX 
Kristina Bond 

SHELBURNE 


can legally purchase hand guns, cigarettes 
and whiskey, but we cannot legally pur- 
chase a side of beef that was humanely 
slaughtered on a neighbor’s farm or, for 
that matter, myriad other food products. 

If our Agency of Agriculture truly 
cares about a safe, equitable and just food 
system — one that doesn’t merely ben- 
efit the purveyors of high-end “artisanal" 
products primarily sold to wealthy con- 

up to nonsensical federal regulations that 
erect barriers between working-class 
Vermonters and legal, affordable access 
to the products of their choosing. Food is 
the most intimate form of commerce we 
engage in, and we must assert our rights to 
unfettered access. 

Ben Hewitt 

CABOT 


STILL INSENSITIVE 

I wrote a letter very similar to this two or 
three years ago, which you printed and 
titled “Be More Sensitive” [Feedback, 
December 2, 2009]. Did no one actually 
read it? The concept of “person-first” 
language is so simple: Put the person 
first, not the disability'. Ben Chater is a 


Davis is the managing partner for the 
Farmhouse Group, which 
Guild & Company, the 
Farmhouse Tap Ct Grill 
and El Cortijo Taqueria 
Y Cantina. Bond is the 

Editor's note: Reporter Alice 
Levitt got her price from an 
outdated website. The price 
for a signature steak for two 
atLuger's is in fact $95.90. 


TAKE BACK ON- 
FARM SLAUGHTER 

Thank you for Kathryn Flagg’s balanced 
and well-reported article on the subject 
of on-farm slaughter ["A Kinder Kill,” 
November 21], As Flagg reports, com- 
merce in on-farm slaughtered meat has 
deep roots in Vermont's food traditions, 
and the practice is widespread. It has 
also proven to be perfectly safe: Despite 
Art Meade’s comments, the state reports 
exactly zero cases of food-borne illness 
associated with on-farm slaughter since 
record keeping began. Indeed, every single 
case of food-borne illness associated with 
meat in Vermont — and there have been 
dozens — can be traced to inspected facili- 
ties. Is it any wonder Vermonters increas- 
ingly choose to break the law in order 
to source meat and other products that 
are truly safe and nourishing? To riff on 
a well-known phrase: When real food is 
outlawed, only outlaws will eat real food. 

Here is the cold, hard truth: Vermonters 



ability [“Man of Conviction,” November 
1\. I love your newspaper, 
and I loved the article, but I 
can’t help pointing this out: 
Person-first language is just 
good manners. Shouldn't 
we be more respectful 
toward any person who 
i has achieved as much as 
he has in his 29 years? 


Editor’s note: The 
memory of that letter 
did in fact inspire a spirited discussion 
about whether the story’s subhead 
should describe Chater as a "disabled 
prosecutor” or a “prosecutor with dis- 
abilities." We went with the former 
because it's shorter — headline writing 
demands brevity — and also because 
that’s how Chater describes himself 

SAY SOMETHING! 


• respond to Seven Days content: 

- include your full name, town and 
a daytime phone number. 

Seven Days reserves the right to edit 

• sevendaysvt.com/feedback 

- feedback@sevendaysvt.com 

• Seven Days. P.0. Bo* 1164, 
Burlington, Vf 05402-1164 


US THE SEASON 
EOK CHEESE, WINE 
AND YOGURT 

• YOCURTS 
30 CENTS EACH: 

I iberie Coconut, Strawberry, 
Vanilla. Blackberry, Peach; 
Cliobani Greek Passion Fruit 
and Apple Cinn; Organic 
Cottage Cheese ggcents. 
Organic Eggs $1. 50/dozen! 


• SNE AK PREVIEW 
OFOURTOPTEN 
WINES OF 101 - 2 : 

Daeu, 100% Tempranillo 
from southwest Spain, intenslv 
bright aroma and color. 

Taste some of the Top Ten 
on Friday. November 30, 
3 -6pm. 

•GIFT IDEA OF 
THE WEEK: 

Breakfast in Vermont Gift 
Basket with pancake mix, 
syrup sampler, VT honey, 
jam, and cheese, $ag.gg! 



WINE SELLERS 


1186 Willioton Rd.. So. Burlington VT 05403 
(Next to the Alpine Slop ) 

802 . 863.0143 

Open 7 days 10am-7pm 
Web & Mobile site: www.cheesetra ders.com 
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( 802 ) 881 -0600 


STREET, BURU N( 


Authentic German Food 

Prepared with love, using locally sourced ingredients 

Served alongside the world’s best beers 


Visitwww.DasBierhausVT.com to book your holiday party, 
Purchase gift certificates, make reservations, and more 


From boots to hats, coats to mittens - 
Goodwill has whatever your winter 
needs may be. Even better, 
shopping at Goodwill stores 
creates jobs, reduces landfills 
and puts clothes on your 
neighbor's back. 


In fact, Goodwill has been 
reducing, recycling, 
repurposing and retraining 
for over 1 00 years. 


Now that's a lot of whatever " s 
creating a healthy, sustainable 
community where nothing 
, goes to waste. Not a shirt. 
K Not a shoe. Not a person. 


Goodwill. 
Seeking solutions that work. 


Goodwill g 


WILLISTON 
329 Harvest Lane 


SOUTH BURLINGTON 
1080 Shelburne Road 



EF 50mm f/1.4 USM I 


EF 40mm f/2.8 STM I 


$14999 


^Mountain 

cuneta/ 


www.gmcamera.com 


Get them something 
they really want this 
Holiday Season. 


w,s rsfn 

52 19Q99 Bl||l 

1080 HD Video ' [SAVINGS j 

-Up to 3.9 FPS NOW 

S!££r *1,799" 

(body only) 



university 


FIND GIFTS 
UNDER 

OUR 

ROOF... 


EVERYONE 

UNDERYOURS 


> Like Us on facebook for your 
chance to win $100! 


155 Dorset St. South Burlington • 802.863.1066 • Umdllvt.com 
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dear^/lucy. 


38 Church. Street 
802.862.5126 
www.dearlucy.com 
Mon-Sat 10-8 
Sun 11-6 






Can't Decide? A gift card always fits. 
Albans I 527-0916 danformshoesvt.com 




I find your | style & fit at I 

dantormshoes _ . 

family owned since 1978 H J 

Burlington I 8647899 Colchester I 863-2653 Shelburne I 985-3483 St. 
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Remember your 


reusable bags 


for waste-free 


shopping! 


Reusable bags make great gifts & can 
be used instead of wrapping paper! 
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EQUIPMENT AT STOWE 


FAIR GAME open season on Vermont politics by paulheintz e 




Offender Bender 


T he reporter charged with 
covering cops and courts for 
the Barre-Montpelier Times 
Argus knows a thing or two 
about both. 

That’s because the reporter, eric 
blaisoell, is a registered sex offender 
who served more than eight months in 
jail and remains on probation for three 
counts of attempting to solicit a minor. 

And despite the fact that Blaisdell 
is listed on both Vermont’s and New 
Hampshire’s sex offender registries, it's 
unclear whether the Times Argus was 
aware of his criminal past until Seven 
Days brought it to the paper’s attention 
last week. 

“I don’t have any knowledge of that," 
the paper’s state editor, rob mitchell, 
said last Monday when asked if he knew 
about Blaisdell's record. “If that was 
true, I think I would want to look into it." 

After conferring with his father, John 
mitchell, who owns and publishes the 
T imes Argus and the Rutland Herald, the 
younger Mitchell said in an email state- 
ment that the papers “don’t and should 
not comment on our employees.” 

“As a matter of course, we follow best 
practices in hiring, and Eric has been 
a steady and solid reporter,” Mitchell 

The two Mitchells, general man- 
ager Catherine nelson and Times Argus 
editor steven pappas did not respond to 
several requests for more information 
over the course of a week. Reached by 
phone Monday, Blaisdell also declined 

A native of North Haverhill, N.H., 
Blaisdell was one of a dozen men arrested 
in a sting conducted by the Southern 
Hillsborough County Cybersafe Task 
Force in February 2007, the Associated 
Press reported at the time. 

According to court records, he 
was indicted for using Yahoo! Instant 
Messenger “to attempt to seduce, solicit, 
lure or entice ‘kelliegirl_1992,’ a person 
he believed to be a child under the age 
of 16," to engage in sexual activity. That 
person turned out to be a law enforce- 
ment official. 

Blaisdell was also charged for a sepa- 
rate series of exchanges that took place 
the previous month with an adult posing 
as a 13-year-old girl. In that case, court re- 
cords indicate, the adult using the online 
identity “shelly_belly_93” was a Missouri 
woman named laura abeckle, who was 
volunteering with Perverted-Justice. 


com, a controversial online vigilante 
group dedicated to tracking down and 
turning in sex offenders. 

Blaisdell allegedly discussed meeting 
up with Abeckle after she identified her- 
self in a chat room as a 13-year-old from 
Walpole, N.H. She subsequently con- 
tacted and worked with the Walpole and 
Haverhill police departments, providing 
chat logs and emails from seven separate 
online encounters in January 2007. 

Blaisdell was 21 years old at the time. 

Later that year, Blaisdell pled guilty to 
three felony charges of using the inter- 
net to solicit sex from minors. According 
to New Hampshire Department of 
Corrections spokesman Jeffrey Lyons, 
Blaisdell served eight and a half months 
of a 12-month jail sentence. He remains 
on probation through November 2013, 
and until then is barred from having un- 
supervised contact with minors. 

IS IT APPROPRIATE FOR 
A NEWSPAPER TO EMPLOY 

A REPORTER WITH A 
CRIMINAL RECORD? 

Under the original terms of his pro- 
bation, Blaisdell was also prohibited 
from using computers or the internet. 
That restriction was temporarily lifted 
in August 2011 so that he could attend 
Lyndon State College and again this 
July to accommodate his new job at the 
Times Argus, according to court records. 

He was also granted permission to 
access high school campuses “for jour- 
nalistic business," though he must notify 
an athletic coach prior to any interviews 
with students, during which another 
adult must be present. 

Blaisdell’s first byline appeared in the 
Times Argus on June 12. 

His assignment? To cover the release 
of a homeless sex offender who served 
six months in jail for lewd and lascivious 
conduct with a child. In his next two sto- 
ries for the paper, Blaisdell covered high 
school graduations in East Montpelier 
and Northfield. 

Is it appropriate for a newspaper to 
employ a reporter with a criminal record 
like Blaisdell’s? 

“I don't think that being a registered 
sex offender automatically disqualifies 


him from being a reporter,” says kelly 
mcbride. a senior faculty member spe- 
cializing in media ethics at the Poynter 
Institute, a journalism school and news 

However, McBride says, a news orga- 
nization should be aware of a reporter’s 
criminal record so that it can avoid 
conflicts of interest and protect itself 
against the possibility that the reporter 
reoffends. 

‘It’s the kind of information that, as an 
employer that is constantly holding other 
powerful organizations accountable, I 
would want to know ahead of time, so 
that I could make sure I was holding my 
own organization accountable,” she says. 

McBride says she would likely place 
restrictions on what such a reporter 
could cover — no sex offenders or chil- 
dren, for example — and would monitor 
his computer use. 

"I certainly wouldn’t want him cov- 
ering sexual predators and sex crimes,” 
she says. 

But in his time at the Times Argus, 
Blaisdell has done just that. A review of 
his work during his five months on the 
job indicates he's written at least 17 sto- 
ries about sex offenses — many of which 
involved minors. 

In addition to the cops-and-courts 
beat, Blaisdell has also covered schools 
in Montpelier, Barre and elsewhere in 
the paper's circulation area. Several 
days after Seven Days spoke with Rob 
Mitchell about Blaisdell’s past, the 
paper ran a front-page story penned by 
Blaisdell about a “safe space” for teens 
at Barre’s Aldrich Public Library. No 
minors were quoted in the piece. 

It's unclear whether anyone at the 
Times Argus was aware of Blaisdell’s 
history; Seven Days came upon the infor- 
mation accidentally, by way of a simple 
Google search. 

What is clear is that the newspaper 
appears entirely unwilling to answer 
questions about what it knew and when. 
That’s surprising, given the paper's 
longstanding tradition of holding other 
organizations to account. 

“A newspaper is very much a public 
institution that the community depends 
upon,” McBride says. “And so, like the 
police department or the most powerful 
businesses in town or like the education 
system, we expect newspaper employ- 
ees to hold others accountable, and we 
therefore expect to hold them account- 
able as well.” 




= GOT A TIP FOR PAUL? PAUL@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 


No one is arguing that Blaisdeli 
shouldn’t be allowed to seek gainful 
employment in the field he chooses. 
He served his time and has kept a clean 
record since. When he sought permission 
from the court to use computers while 
enrolled at Lyndon State, Blaisdell’s 
mental health counselor wrote in a sup- 
porting letter, “He takes full responsibil- 
ity for his offense. Eric is a bright young 

man who is looking to move 

forward from his mistakes.” 

But while Blaisdeli has 
every right to work in jour- 
nalism, his employers have a 
right to know his criminal history. More 
importantly, his readers have a right to 
know of any real or perceived conflicts 
of interest he may have. 

“Journalists are people; people are 
not objective,” reads the Times Argus 
and Rutland Herald’s own statement of 
journalistic principles. "They bring their 
own life experience, their own opinions, 
their own bias to their jobs. But journal- 
ism is a profession, with professional 
standards, and one of these standards is 
the use of an objective process." 

Whether Blaisdeli can objectively 
and impartially cover sex offenders is 
a question only he and his editors can 
answer, but readers must be assured 
that such conversations are taking 
place in the newsroom. By declining to 
answer reasonable questions posed by 
another newspaper about whether they 
are, the Times Argus is doing exactly 
what it deplores in those it covers: as- 
suming the defensive crouch and failing 
to be forthcoming. 

You can be sure that if this scenario 
played out in any other institution 
whose mission is to serve the public, 
the Times Argus would be howling for 
transparency and accountability. 

Face Plant? 

After weeks of debate and behind-the- 
scenes negotiation, the Burlington City 
Council finally passed a resolution 
Monday night intended to keep the de- 
crepit Moran Plant city owned. 

Oddly, though, the resolution’s stron- 
gest supporters — the council’s three 
Progressives — voted against it, while 
the resolution's detractors all voted 
for it. That’s because one detractor. 
Councilor vince dober (K-Ward 7), man- 
aged to amend it sufficiently to remove 
its teeth. 


POLITICS 


As originally proposed by the 
Progs, the resolution "encouraged” 
Democratic Mayor miro Weinberger to 
adopt several principles when deter- 
mining future development plans for 
the plant. Among them: “Retain full or 
majority ownership by the City of the 
Moran Plant building” and seek to lease 
it to a developer rather than sell it. 

That didn’t sit well with Weinberger, 

who argued that it would tie 

his hands in negotiations. 
Nor did it win favor with the 
mayor's fellow Democrats, 
who said they saw no need to 
debate the concept of public ownership 
absent a proposal to sell anything. 

“This discussion really is fabricated 
out of whole cloth,” Councilor norm 
blais (D-Ward 6) said, calling it a “hy- 
pothetical, theoretical debate about 
ownership.” 

Councilor sharon bushor (I-Ward 1) 
disagreed, saying, "These issues are self- 
evident, but I do think it’s important to 
state the necessary ... I think it’s really 
important to have this in writing.” 

Attempting to forge compromise. 
Councilor Rachel siegel (P-Ward 3) pro- 
posed holding a public referendum in 
the event that a developer proposes to 
buy the plant — but her amendment was 
shot down, drawing support only from 
Bushor. 

Dober’s amendment was far more 
popular. He proposed adding a clause 
to the resolution allowing the city to 
simply “secure robust, binding, perma- 
nent protections of the public interest” 
if a proposal to sell was floated. With 
tri-partisan, but not quadri-partisan 
support (the Progs opposed it), Dober's 
amendment passed, as did the underly- 
ing resolution. 

Calling it “too diluted,” the mea- 
sure’s original author. Councilor max 
tracy (P-Ward 2), closed the debate 
saying, “I will not be supporting my 
own resolution, as much as it pains me 
to do so.” © 
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Bill McKibben Recruits Vermont for the Next 
Climate-War Offensive: Divest From Big Oil 


i 



B ill McKibben’s new front in the 
fight against climate change is 
less about tree hugging and more 
about number crunching The 
renowned climate activist and Vermont 
resident is headlininga cross-country 
bus tour calling on schools, churches and 
governments to divest from fossil-fuel 
companies. 

Modeled after the successful campaign 
of the 1980s to divest from companies doing 
business in apartheid-era South Africa, the 
fossil-fuel divestment campaign — as led 
by McKibben’s environmental group 350. 
org — is targeting the 200 top fossil-fuel 
companies in the country, among them 
Exxon Mobil, BP and Royal Dutch Shell. 

Vermont climate activists are heed - 
ing the call, with groups such as Vermont 
Public Interest Research Group callingon 
the state to strip its pension funds of big 
oil in favor of more socially responsible 
investments. 

“I don’t think financially we can 
cripple them. They're so big and so rich,’* 
McKibben says of oil companies during 


a phone interview. ‘1 do think we can 
have a very powerful effect on changing 
their status, on removing their veneer of 
respectability.” Divestment, McKibben 
says, represents an “inherently moral call, 
saying if it’s wrongto wreck the climate, 
it’s wrong to profit from that wreckage." 

Vermont student activists have taken 
up McKibben’s cause, with gusto. At 
Middlebury College, five students made 
headlines after issuing a spoof press re - 

lease claiming the college 

had divested its S907 
million endowment from 
environmentally destruc- 
tive companies. Members 
of a socially responsible investing club 
have pushed Middlebury for years to enact 
similar reforms. 

At the University of Vermont, anew 
student club inspired by McKibben’s 
campaign asked the board of trustees this 
month to divest its $346 million endow - 
ment from big oil. UVM vice president for 
finance Richard Cate says that it’s impos - 
sible for the school to break out exactly 


Environm Ent 


how much of the endowment is invested 
in fossil fuels, because a large chunk of 
the endowment is tied up in hedge funds 
rather than individual stocks. 

In the meantime, though, students are 
targetingtwo mutual funds in UVM’s port 
folio that they say are heavily invested in 
oil and gas companies: BlackRock All-Cap 
Energy & Resources Portfolio and Eaton 
Vance Small-Cap Value Fund. The com - 
bined value of UVM investments in the 

two funds is $5.4 million. 

“We’d like to be the 
first public university to 

take a solid, principled 

stance on this,” says UVM 
senior James Billman, an environmental 
studies major from Boston, Mass. “Fossil 
fuels are on the way out. It's no longer a 
stable economic investment." 

VPIRG is still crunching the numbers 
to determine what percentage of the state 
of Vermont’s $3.3 billion pension fund is 
invested in fossil-fuel companies. In par - 
ticular, the group is looking for companies 
with significant quantities of fossil-fuel 


reserves and utilities that will profit from 
the burning of fossil fuel. 

A quick scan of investments published 
on the state treasurer’s website shows 

eight of the top 10 fossil fuel companies, as 
identified by 350.org: Royal Dutch Shell (in 
which the state has $4,482,554 invested); 
BP ($2,097,063); Total SA ($2,032,263); 
Chevron ($1,972,850); Anglo American 
Oil ($281,145); Exxon Mobil ($210,502); 
ConocoPhillips ($205,470); and Lukoil 
($25,645). 

“Really, any amount is too much," says 
Ben Walsh, VPIRG’s clean-energy advo - 
cate. Pressed on whether divesting from 

effect on retired and current state em 
ployees, whose pensions depend on fund 
performance, Walsh never wavered. 

“There are plenty of profitable com- 
panies in this country that don’t have 
anything to do with fossil fuels,” he says. “I 
don’t think Vermonters want their pension 
funds invested in companies that are ulti - 
mately making their kids’ and grandkids’ 
lives far harder to live in the future.” 

VPIRG plans to push for divestment 
legislation in the comingsession — and at 
least two key lawmakers are investigating 
the feasibility of divestment. State Rep. 
Kesha Ram (D-Burlington) and state Sen.- 
elect Chris Bray (D-Addison) — who both 
serve on UVM’s 25-member board of trust 
ees — have scheduled meetings to discuss 
divestment policies with State Treasurer 
Beth Pearce's office. Vermont already has a 
few on the books: The state does not invest 
pension funds in tobacco companies or 
terrorist states. 

McKibben, for one, believes Vermont 
could be a leader in the fossil-fuel divest - 
ment movement. 

“We’re small enough that we have a hard 
time affecting the amount of carbon in the 
atmosphere in a direct way,” he says. “But 
that doesn’t mean we can’t have a very out- 
sized effect on the political environment.” 

On his divestment tour, McKibben is 
barnstorming up and down the coasts 
and across the Midwest, talking to sell- 
out crowds in playhouses and concert 
halls. 350.org spokesman Daniel Kessler 
describes the show as partTED talk, part 
revival meeting McKibben is traveling in 
Mary J. Blige’s old tour bus, a biodiesel- 
fueled vehicle piloted by J ohnny Cash’s 
former driver. It’s a "little less luxurious? 
than it sounds, McKibben says. 

The tour comes on the heels of 
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McKibben’s blockbuster article last 
summer in Rolling Stone, titled “Global 
Warming’s Terrifying New Math." The 
“math” boiled down to three numbers: 

warming scientists believe the planet can 
sustain before catastrophe; 565 gigatons, 
the amount of carbon dioxide we can 
emit before we exceed that two degrees of 
warming; and 2795 gigatons, the estimated 
amount of C02 that oil companies have 
extracted or could extract. The article 
went "strangely viral,” says Kessler, and 
still ranks among the most popular pieces 
on Rolling Stone's website. 

McKibben authored one of the first 
books for a general audience about global 
warming, 1989’s The End of Nature. But 
since then, he says, 
environmentalists 
have made precious 
little headway in 
fighting climate 
change. 

25 years devot- 
edly hoping to be 
proved wrong, liter- 
ally praying to be 
proved wrong;” says 
McKibben. Instead, 
he says, the opposite 
happened. The sci- 
ence is essentially 
unchanged, but the 
effects of global 

fester than most sci- 
entists anticipated. 

McKibben says his one advantage, after 
more than two decades fighting an uphill 
battle, is that he knows what doesn't 
work. Changing lightbulbs, while useful, 
won’t change the math of climate change. 
Nor, he says, will sending off scientists 
to Washington, D.C., where they’ve been 
"spectacularly unsuccessful” in swaying 
public policy. 

“I think we've peeled away the layers 
of the onion. I think we’re at the heart 
of it,” says McKibben. “That’s why this 
campaign is all about going after [the 
fossil-fuel] industry ... It’s an industry so 
blinded by the size of its profits, the size 
of its greed, that it’s literally willing to take 
down the planet.” 

Why start with colleges? 

“In a broader sense, it makes real 
sense for young people to be leading this 
charge,” says McKibben. “I’ve got another 


25 years, if I’m lucky, on this planet. But 
if you've got 60 or 70 staring you in the 
face, it behooves you even more to make 
sure the planet isn’t going to hell for the 
last 40.” 

So fer both Middlebury College and 
UVM have been noncommittal in re- 
sponse to students’ calls for divestment 
At UVM, the student activists will make 
a more detailed proposal to the Socially 
Responsible Investing Advisory Council 
in early December, which in turn will 
make a recommendation to an investment 
subcommittee of the full board of trustees. 

Cate says that UVM welcomes stu- 
dents' input on investment practices, but 
he warns that divesting from fossil fuels 
would require significant changes in the 
university's overall 
financial strategy. 

“I think it’s always 
good that students 
are activists at heart,” 
says Cate. “The 
question is whether 
the approach that 
they're proposing is 
the best way to have 

350.org estimates 
100 campuses will 
have divestment 

the end of the fell 
semester. A few 
schools have taken 
it further; Trustees 
at Unity College in 
Maine voted earlier 
this month to divest their endowment 
entirely from fossil fuels, and Hampshire 
College in Massachusetts pledged to do 
the same in October. 

Emily Flynn works for the Sustainable 
Endowments Institute, a Massachusetts- 
based organization that researches 
sustainability in college operations and 
endowment practices. She notes that 
Unity and Hampshire are small schools 
known for being “a little counterculture," 
and it's too soon to know whether others 
will follow suit. But she applauds both 
schools for “walking the walk and talking 
the talk” and hopes they’ll serve as models 
for schools with larger endowments. 

In fact, earlier this month students at 
Harvard University voted three to one to 
support divestment. At $30.7 billion, the 
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local matters 


Could Financial Hassles Snuff Out Vermont’s 
Medical Marijuana Dispensaries Before They 
Light Up? 


i 


W hen the state started issuing 
licenses to operate medical 
marijuana dispensaries ear - 
lier this year, Rutland, Stowe, 
Fair Haven and Enosburg Falls responded 
by enacting zoning ordinances prohibit - 
ing dispensaries from opening there. 
Lyndonville is now mulling a similar ban, 
driven in part by fears that dispensaries 
will, in the words of Rutland Police Chief 
James Baker, become “crime magnets.” 

But the real threat to Vermont’s first- 
ever legalized marijuana “stores" might 
notbe NIMBYism or crime, but economics 
National medical marijuana experts warn 
that Vermont’s dispensaries are likely to 
encounter the same financial hassles that 
plague dispensaries in other states, which 
are struggling to operate as “legitimate” 
businesses under a federal government 
that still considers them illegal. 

Another big potential problem for 
Vermont: Dispensaries here face higher 
licensing fees than in other states and have 
fewer paying patients to help them recoup 


“There are just a lot of things to put in 
place that we’re learning along the way — 
as is the state,” says Shayne Lynn, 42, who 
scored one of only four licenses to oper - 
ate a state-sanctioned dispensary. Lynn 
intends to open the Champlain Valley 
Dispensary in Burlington as a nonprofit 
dispensary serving medical cannabis pa - 
dents in Chittenden County. 

Like all businesses that operate in a 

dispensaries face considerable up-front 
costs. CVD, alongwith Padents First, the 
Montpelier-based nonprofit that received 
die other state-issued marijuana dispen - 
sary license, must pay a $2500 nonre 
fundable application fee, plus a $20,000 
license fee for its first year of operation 
and $30,000 for each subsequent year 
— all before they can sell a single bag of 
“medicine.” 

“That’s a large bill to be paid by a small 
nonprofit," Lynn admits. “To have $30,000 
in cash to give the state is a substantial 
amount of money.” While Lynn emphasizes 
that he’s not complaining about the fees, 
he notes that these and other start-up costs 
are not deductible as normal business ex - 
penses for one simple reason: The Internal 
Revenue Service won't recognize his busi- 
ness as legitimate, nor acknowledge its 
state-approved status as a nonprofit entity. 

Stacy Grabowski, dispensary manager 
and spokesperson for Patients First, also 



acknowledges the fiscal hurdles before her 
operation, the primary goal of which is not 
financial gain. 

“We are not in it to make money, rather 
to provide patients with safe and legal 
access to a plant-based medi - 
cine,” Grabowski, who’s also 
a registered nurse, writes in 
an email. “We aim to provide 
the highest quality medicine 
to patients at the lowest possible cost, 
but we will need to make enough money 
to sustain the business. Therefore, we are 
closely following the national issues that 
other dispensaries are facing and planning 


our accounting strategy accordingly.” 

Eighteen states have legalized mari - 
juana for medicinal use. A half dozen of 
those allow dispensaries and/or “cannabis 
collectives” to operate. Those dispensaries 
are now running into a variety 
of financial headaches, ac- 
cording to Dale Sky Jones, 
president and executive 
chancellor of Oaksterdam 
University, a "cannabis college" based in 
Oakland, California. 

For one, most financial institutions 
want nothing to do with cannabis-related 
businesses, medical or otherwise. As Jones 


WE ARE NOT IN IT TO MAKE MDNEY ... 

but we will need to make enough 
money to sustain the business. 
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explains, major credit-card companies 
won’t allow dispensaries to conduct credit 
or debit-card transactions, forcing them to 
accept either cash or checks only. 

“It’s a great way to force the industry 
back into the black market," says Jones, 
noting the unintended consequences of 
that approach. “If you want to track it. 

Similarly, Jones says that because the 
federal government doesn’t recognize dis- 
pensaries as legitimate operations, some 
banks have begun canceling their business 
checking accounts under pressure from 
the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
and theU.S. Department of the Treasury. 

In late 2007, Bank of America cut its 
business ties with existing dispensaries 
after it reportedly received a warning from 
the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration 
that it and other banks could face potential 
legal liabilities for doingbusiness with 
marijuana distributors. 

As a result of such actions, “canna 
businesses” are forced to make all their 
payments in cash, which creates other 
problems — having money around invites 
concerns about crime. 

Less obvious hassles: Without a check - 
ingaccount, dispensaries may have trouble 
paying taxes, some of which must be filed 
electronically. Paying employees, vendors, 
contractors and other ancillary busi 
nesses with cash creates the impression 
that they’re running money-laundering 
operations. 

“So the cost of doingbusiness for 
any cannabusiness goes way beyond the 
normal business risk or social risk,” Jones 
says, “IPs political risk and legal risk.” 

Lynn won’t comment on where he 
plans to bank when CVD opens for busi - 
ness in Burlington next spring However, 
he acknowledges that operating as a cash- 
only business poses real concerns for him, 
especially from a security point of view. 

“We are certainly aware of poten 
tial challenges with payroll and taxes,” 
Grabowski says, noting that her organiza - 
tion is consulting with local accountants 
and lawyers to ensure that everything 
is kept above board. For the time being 

volunteer-only staff. 

Likewise, though Lynn says he hasn’t 
had to deal with the IRS yet, “I’m assuming 
we’re going to be audited.” Why? Because 
marijuana dispensaries in most states are 
increasingly being targeted for audits, ac - 
cording to Aaron Smith, executive director 
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of the National Cannabis Industry 
Association, a cannabis trade group 
based in Washington, D.C. 

As Smith explains, the IRS is now 
using a tax code known as the 280E rule 
to crack down on dispensaries. Adopted 
during the Reagan administration, 
280E was initially designed to prevent 
drug traffickers from writing off the 
cost of their drug-smuggling speed- 
boats and airplanes as legitimate busi- 
ness expenses. But an August U.S. Tax 
Court decision, Olive v. Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue, effectively disallowed 
deductions for a cannabis-related busi- 
ness — ironically, except for the cost 
of the marijuana itself. Says Jones, 
“If you can’t deduct the cost of your 
employees, rent, benefits packages and 
so on, no business can survive in that 
environment with the IRS. It’s frankly 
impossible.” 

Even without the legal and financial 
problems created by the feds, Lynn 
acknowledges that he’ll be operating 
with a limited client base. His business 
plan, which the Vermont Department 
of Public Safety required as part of 
his license application, was based on 
projections of 100 patients in the first 
year, 175 in the second year, and 250 
in the third year. However, those es- 
timates were predicated on Vermont 
having 1000 patients on its registry, the 
maximum currently allowed by law. 
As of November 5, there were only 557 
registered patients and 85 registered 
caregivers on the registry. 

Despite all the hurdles, Lynn says 
he plans to forge ahead, with plans 
to open his dispensary in a loca- 
tion on Burlington’s Steele Street, a 
stone’s throw from the bike path and 
waterfront. He was encouraged by 
Burlington’s Election Day support for 
a nonbinding ballot initiative to reform 
Vermont’s marijuana laws. And, like 
Grabowski, he prefers to keep the 
public’s focus on the patients, not the 
finances. 

“I probably get an email a day from 
people asking questions about the dis- 
pensary," Lynn says. “These are people 
[undergoing] chemo, people with 
Crohn’s [disease], people with MS, and 
they're waiting ... You really do see that 
there's a need for this.” © 
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Harvard endowment is the largest of 
any university in the country — outpac- 
ing its closest competitor, Yale, by more 
than S10 billion. 

Flynn says the world of complex 
investments sometimes feels like “a 
cult of expertise" but adds the new at- 
titude among today’s student activists 
amounts to: “You can be involved in 
environmentalism, but you also have to 
be financially savvy.” 

“Financially savvy” certainly de- 
scribes Eric Hanson, the president of 
Burlington-based Hanson & Doremus 
Investment Management, who warns 
that divestment campaigns are typi- 
cally most successful — both in terms 
of rallying support and protecting 
investors — when the focus is specific 
and narrow. Take the South Africa cam- 
paign. Hanson says the number of busi- 
nesses eligible for divestment at that 
time was fairly small, meaning investors 
could excise them from their portfolios 

“However, if you divest energy com- 
panies, you're divesting a tremendous 
slice of the U.S. economy,” Hanson says. 
‘It’s a different kettle of fish.” 

He also warns that the line between 
acceptable companies and unaccept- 
able ones isn't always clear-cut. For 

chemical companies that use oil to 
make plastic? In general, Hanson says, 
socially responsible investors shouldn't 
have to sacrifice their financial returns 
on account of their values. But he adds 
one caveat: “If you exclude the entire 
energy sector ... you are going to affect 
your portfolio results negatively." 

But divestment proponents argue 
the status quo has its costs, too. Groups 
such as the Investor Network on 
Climate Risk, an organization focused 
on the risks and rewards posed by 
global warming, argue that climate 
change could wreak havoc on invest- 
ments. UVM senior Kerry Wilson, an 
environmental studies major from East 
Charleston, Vt., points to the mounting 
price tag in the wake of Superstorm 
Sandy — New York City alone is esti- 
mating costs at $19 billion — as evidence 
of that risk. 

“[Fossil-fuel companies’] profit is 
coming from harming the environ- 
ment,” says Wilson, “and it's not some- 
thing that's sustainable.” © 
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Angry Masses or Hungry Masses? Occupy Vermont 
Reaches the 99 Percent By Feeding Them 


1 

5 



sand in Rockavay and Red Hook, New 
York — one of the post-hurricane activities 
undertaken in Queens and Brooklyn by 
Occupy Sandy volunteers — can be seen as 
revolutionary deeds, Zevon said. 

"Occupy couldn’t say we stand for 
social justice mless we help build and 
restore community," remarked Zevon, the 
widow of rock legend Warren Zevon, who 
dished up food with her daughter, Ariel. 
"This is still afout bringing down the pil- 
lars of government It’s not about beinga 
social service agency." 

On Church Street, York explained 
that he identii es with Food Not Bombs, 
a 30-year-old irganization with a global 
reach, because it sees food as a human right 
rather than a nonetized commodity. But 
even though Food Not Bombs articulates 
a political philosophy much like Occupy’s, 
York said he doesn't consider himself an 
Occupier. 

Why not? 

"I don’t like camping out in the cold," 
he replied. 

Several of the other local activists who 
took part in le food giveaway on the 
marketplace did spend frosty nights in 
Burlington’s City Hall Park during the 
two-week-long occupation last year. 
Even though there were few refer- 
ences on Church Street last Sunday 
to the 99 percent. University of 
Vermont senior and City Hall Park 
camper Emily Reynolds gestured 


dying 


ne year after a shooting suicide 
| put a sudden, unsettling end to 
| the Occupy Burlington encamp- 
ment, activists say the movement 
in Wall Street is morphing not 


: activists spent part of Black 
Friday picketing the Walinart store in 
Berlin, while others converged on Barre’s 
Old Labor Hall to dish out food to the 
needy. A few did both. 

"This is an evolving process," videog- 
rapher Crystal Zevon declared during last 
Friday’s food giveaway, which was orga- 
nized in part by the remnants of Occupy 
Central Vermont. 

A similar scene unfolded on 
the Church Street Marketplace 
two days later. Activists ladled 
out turkey soup and hot veg- 
etarian dishes to anyone who 
asked, and passersby could take what they 
wanted from cardboard boxes fi lied with 
fresh scallions, lettuce, bananas, papayas 
and squash. 

More food sat in covered pots atop 
a table draped with a Food Not Bombs 
banner. Flyers decrying the disparity in 
government spending on weapons and 
hunger relief were stacked alongside the 
steaming vats. 

“Free food! Free food!” the activists 
shouted as shoppers scurried into and 
out of the Burlington Town Center mall. 
Several people did pause on a blustery 


IMMI 


afternoon for a handout of flyers, food 
or both. 

“Giving out food is one c of the best 
things we can do,” said Zacl York, ajunioi 
at Burlington College from Colchester 
“The right to eat when youiu’re hungry 
about as basic as it gets.” 

Those at the hot-meal event in 
the Old Labor Hall expresssed 
similar sentiments. “Thisis 
is a good way of reach- 
ing the 99 percent," said 
Matthew Andrews, 32, a 

the American Federation 
of Teachers. Jaquelyn 
Rieke said 
that giving 
away pumpkin 


is turning into a 
left-wing relief 
igency, a boho 
version of die Red 


lenge 
Rieke, 

“Doo-Occupy" a cappella a 

small gathering in the his- - 
toric labor hall. 

She and Zevon re- 
jected the suggestion 
that Occupy Wall Street 
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toward the feeding station and offered as- 
surance that “this is still Occupy.” 

Many of those who were marching 
through Burlington on a weekly basis in 
2011 have remained involved in a variety 
of causes. But there are no more Sunday 
afternoon general assemblies, and the 
movement can no longer muster a hun- 
dred or more demonstrators to rail at the 
local branch of a bailed-out bank or to 
chant in solidarity with postal workers 
or migrant farm laborers. Only about 20 
protesters picketed the Walmart outlets 
in Williston and Berlin on Black Friday as 
part of a nationwide push for better pay 
and working conditions for employees of 
the retail giant. 

John Halasz, a 51-year-old Montpelier 
resident, said at the Old Labor Hall that 
Occupy Central Vermont had a core group 
of about 25 members a year ago that has 
dwindled to around 
10 today. Several of 
those who turned out 
for general assemblies 
in October 2011 had 
dropped away due 
to frustration with 
the “cumbersome” 
deliberations, Halasz 
suggested. 

Leaning into the 
wind on Church Street, 

Reynolds flatly pro- 
claimed, “The general 
assemblies were dys- 
functional." They were 
originally intended as 
“speaking platforms 
giving everyone a 
voice,” she recalled, 
but as decision-making 
sessions, they failed. It could take hours to 
arrive at consensus on basic points. 

“Occupy was a nice idea,” added FaRied 
Munarsyah, who took part in many of the 
Burlington assemblies and was socializ- 
ing with comrades on Church Street last 
Sunday. “But I didn't see it as this whole 
world-changing thing that many people 

Others still view the assemblies as 
offering a valuable and innovative ap- 
proach to political organizing. “It helped 
create a much broader sense of an activ- 
ist community,” said Matthew Cropp, an 
early member of Occupy Burlington who 
was dishing out lentils and corn chips on 
Church Street. “People who didn't know 
one another but shared similar interests 


were able to join together. That’s a lasting 

In Barre, Andrews offered the view 
that “Occupy wouldn’t have grown to 
the extent that it did without that kind 
of structure.” And there was nothing in- 
herently flawed about its rejection of an 
organizational hierarchy, he argued. “It 
wasn't entirely leaderless. People stepped 
forward and they stepped back. A lot of 
positives came from that." 

Occupy has actually followed a famil- 
iar pattern, observed Brian Tokar, 57, an 
adjunct instructor at UVM and a longtime 
environmental activist in central Vermont. 
“I’ve seen many movements come and 
go,” Tokar said. “I’m a strong believer in 
horizontal organizing and direct democ- 
racy. It’s empowering.” A recent protest 
at a UVM trustees meeting calling on 
the university to divest from fossil-fuel 
companies was “much 
larger than it would 
have been pre-Occupy,” 
Tokar suggested. 

Andrews added that 
it’s unrealistic to expect 
Occupy to maintain 
the turbo-charged 
momentum it achieved 
in the fell of 2011. 
“Enthusiasm is an emo- 
tional response that has 
a time limit. Movements 

“They have surges and 
setbacks." 

Occupy Burlington, 
like its counterparts 

perimenting now with 
another form of partici- 
patory organizing referred to as spokes- 
councils. Representatives of various local 
leftist groups meet once a month at the 
Fletcher Free Library — the next gather- 
ing is set for December 1 from 4 to 5:30 
p.m. — to report on their activities and to 
discuss common efforts. 

President Obama's reelection won’t 
have a dampening effect on Occupy, 
insisted UVM senior Reynolds, who de- 
scribed herself as “an anticapitalist since 
I was 14.” Four more years of a Democrat 
in the White House will serve to show 
“there’s lots of things that aren't going to 
be changed.” Occupy will definitely expe- 
rience a resurgence, Reynolds predicts. 
“People are still really angry." ® 
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New Dance Collective O" ers an Evening of 
Foot-Stomping Bluegrass and Blues 



t wasn’t until he began compil- 
ing music to use in his latest dance 
work that choreographer PAUL BESAW 
noticed how prominent a part God 
played in the bluegrass and blues music 
he’d listened to growing up. 

So he decided to shape the piece 

Besaw’s evening-length performance. 
The One-Stop Dance Tramp Family Band 
Tour, which debuts at Burlington's 
FLYNNSPACE this weekend, features 


exclusively Christian music, from “I’ll 
Meet You in Church Sunday Morning" 
to Muddy Waters’ “Why Don’t You Live 
So God Can Use You.” “Which is funny,” 
Besaw says, “because I’m so not religious. 
But I suddenly realized that all this 
Christian music is in me. It’s not part of 
who I am, spiritually, but it’s in me.” 

In the show, all that music comes out 
Local musicians strum it on banjos, guitars 
and mandolins, while Vermont dancers 
move, stomp and sing to it. 


The core group of performers is part 

grew out of another Besaw work, Self- 
ADDDESSED, and choreographer CLARE 
BYRNE’S The Poor Sister Clare’s Traveling 
Dancing Monk Show last spring Both 
works featured many of the same dancers. 
"We all just got along really well and were 
having a good time,” says Besaw. 

This latest work, Besaw says, was 
inspired in part by Poor Sister Clare’s, in 
which Byrne explored her Catholic up- 
bringing. But while that work dug deeply 
into ritual and prayer, Besaw’s One-Stop 
is a secular celebration of religious music. 
His seems more like a homespun, foot- 
stomping dance party than a formal con- 

In large part, that’s because of the rol- 
licking live music. 

“Old-time church music is really good 
at getting people together; that’s kind of its 
purpose,” saysJOM HAMMACK, an associate 
psychology professor at the University of 
Vermont and one of the show’s musicians. 

Besaw has encouraged the dancers 
to perform as if they're musicians in a 
band. “I’ve become infatuated with musi- 
cal performance conventions," he says. 
Orchestras perform with highly stylized 


ritual, but when bluegrass or rock bands 
play, “there’s a release and a break, and 
people applaud," Besaw says. “Whatever 
mode you're in when you're a musician, 
you seem to go back to being yourself.” 

Besaw has been playing with that re- 
lease in this show, allowing the dancers 
to relax from their performer personae 
between the songs. Sometimes that means 
mingling with the audience. 

One-Stop showcases an array of viva- 
cious Vermont dancers — all of whom 
collaborated on choreography — from 
the MONTPELIER MOVEMENT COLLECTIVE to 
Middlebury College’s newest dance pro- 
fessor and founding artistic director of 
New York’s INSPIRIT dance company, 
CHRISTAL BROWN. 

“I had this idea of pulling as many 
people as I could into a room," Besaw says. 
“I think this Vermont dance community is 
really fantastic.” © 




SHORTTAKES ON FILM 


community for his work as a cinematographer 
on Teton Gravity Research fi Ims. Now he's made 
his own ski fi Im, his way. much of it in Vermont. 

will have its theatrical premiere on Wednesday 
at Merrill s roxy cinemas in Burlington. 

A combination of new and archival footage, 

a scripted story much like Herriger's own, 
about a boy who decides to follow his skiing 
dreams. , e director emphasizes that it's "not 

Resort feature in the newly shot footage, and 
the fi Im's producers includewiLLIAM VEVE of Jericho, DAN burgess of Stowe and sense of the project's scope, on the i 

derek hallouist of Hyde Park, who was recently director of photography for eugene 


get at what makes Vermont Vermont." 

With more than two dozen local fi Immakers 
contributing segments, her vision grew to 

previews and a FlynnSpace fundraiser later, 
Jacobson and her collaborative are now 
looking to raise $55,000 for the fi Im series' 
postproduction. 

However ungainly it may be. Freedom 
& Unity is bound to prove a treasure trove 
of local archival footage; segments from 

are already being used to teach Vermont 
history in public schools. Check out the 
spiffy new fundraising video, which gives a 
rowdfunding site USA Projects. 

MARGOT HARRISON 


Herriger may be best known for hanging out on the slopes in Chamonix — 
where Powder magazine interviewed him last December — but the fi Im traces his 
love of skiing to its New England origins. 

the latest concert DVD from another phenomenon with local roots: phish. All 
proceeds from that event benefi t the King Street Center Kids' Cafe. 


•WINTER'S WIND: A JOURNEY FROM LIFE'S BEGINNING' 

Wednesday, November 28, 7 and 8:30 p.m. at Merrill's Roxy Cinemas, Burlington. 
$10 online; $15 at the door. 

STAR LAKE 98' BENEFIT DVD SCREENING 

Sunday. December 2, at 8 p.m. at Merrill's Roxy Cinemas, Burlington. $10. 


It's been a long, strange trip for Freedom & Unity: ' e Vermont Movie , and Find the fundraising page for Freedom & Unity: ' e Vermont Movie at 

it's not over. Back in 2007, fi ImmakeiNORA Jacobson told Seven Days she was usaprojects.org. 
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David Budbill Decks the Halls 
With a Reprise of Holiday Plays 



I t’s not every contemporary playwright 
who reaches back half a millennium 
for source material But david budbill 
didn’t hesitate. Well, OK, he did wait a 
few decades between inspiration and ad- 
aptation of a 1479 play — one that figures 
in his revival of Two for Christmas, which 
opens at lost nation theater this week. 

“It all started in 1964, when I was 
teaching literature to high school sopho- 
mores,” Budbill recalls. A 
graduate in philosophy and 
theology, he “didn’t know 
anything about English 
literature — I was one step 
ahead of the students." But 
among his discoveries in 
the canon was the so-called 
“miracle play,” a form of 
medieval vernacular drama 
typically depicting the life 
of a saint. One of them, The 
Second Shepherds' Play, 

Budbill describes as a “great 
big, long parody followed 
by a straight reenactment of the Nativity.” 

Something about the play inspired him, 
years later, to translate it from Middle 
English. It was challenging, Budbill says, 
but he managed to maintain the work’s line 
structure and rhyme scheme. Meanwhile, 
though, he had written a “Judevme-style 
Nativity poem-play,” Budbill says, refer- 
encing his best-known work. “It was The 
Pulp Cutters' Nativity.” Given the parallel 
stories, he and director Andrew doe de- 
cided to put the pair of one-acts together. 
Two for Christmas was first produced in 
1996. 

In The Second Shepherds' Play, a thief 
nabs a lamb and brings it home to his wife. 
When the shepherds arrive to reclaim it, 
the wife gets in bed with the lamb and 
insists it is her newborn baby. Returning 
to their flock, the shepherds encounter 
an angel, who tells them about the birth 
of the Christ child. In The Pulp Cutters’ 


Nativity, the shepherds become loggers, 
the lamb a chainsaw, and the angel a 
waitress in a local diner. “The second play 
shows how little things have changed" in 
500 years, Budbill observes. 

Why bring back the work now? The 
playwright’s answer is simple: "Because 

thought it was time.” 

So did Doe, who once again directs. 

The same actors perform 
both plays; three of them 
are reprising their roles 
from the original produc- 
ben ash as Antoine, 
ROBERT nuner as Arnie and 
S. ROBERTS as DoUg. 

Despite this continuity, 
Budbill says this Two for 
Christmas is completely 
different from the 1996 
version. For one thing, 
there’s a lot more music — 
directed by singer/fiddler 
SUSANNAH BLACHLY. And, he 

says, “Andy is directing in a different way 
— that's what you do. You never do the 

But TWo for Christmas, which Budbill 
suggests is a "really hilarious” alternative 
to seasonal staples A Christmas Carol 
and The Nutcracker — will appear more 
than twice. After three nights this week 
with LNT, the play will travel the fol- 
lowing week to Hardwick, and the week 
after that to the flynnspace in Burlington. 
Hallelujah. ® 
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Heads Up, Beethoven Fans, for a 
Live Concert and Free Download 


H ere’s a holiday-gift alert to 
Vermont's classical music fans: 
Beethoven's complete sonatas 
for piano and cello are coming 
your way soon. These five extraordinary 
duo pieces, written over the course of 
Beethoven’s career, will be performed at a 
single concert in Burlington by two young 
New York City-based musicians, pianist 
David Kaplan and cellist Benjamin Capps, 
on January 5. Burlington ensemble is host- 
ing the concert for a mere SS per ticket, 
with most of that donation going to sup- 
port the VERMONT YOUTH ORCHESTRA. 

You can also hear the complete cycle 
for free. Over the last couple of months, 
Kaplan and Capps have been recording the 
sonatas at Vermont public radio's studio 
under the eye of classical music host 
and producer joe goetz, the musicians’ 
friend and fellow late-twentysomething. 
VPR will offer downloads of these live, 
minimally edited recordings on its website 
during the month of January. 

This kind of collaboration is a first, says 
BE cofounder Michael oabroski. “VPR 
does not give up their studio space like 
that," he notes. “It's an extraordinary gift 
to BE and to the community.” 

More typically, the classical team at 
VPR invites musicians to do a one-time 
live performance in its studio just ahead of 
a scheduled public concert. 

Goetz came up with the Beethoven 
recording idea, Kaplan says. “This project 



On the recordings, Goetz will include 
clips of both musicians talking about the 
music. Kaplan, after dryly assessing the 
sonatas as “not bad,” waxes eloquent 
“Each one offers something completely 


differ* 


came about mainly because of his enthu- 
siasm,” says the Yale School of Music- 
trained pianist. Goetz says he will launch 
the tree-download month by airing the 
recordings of all five sonatas on January 
2, 3 and 4 during his program, which runs 
from 3 to 7 p.m. 

Capps and Kaplan, who were formerly 
at the Juilliard School together, recon- 
nected at a Perlman Music Program fes- 
tival two years ago and have been playing 
together “here and there ever since,” says 
Kaplan. 

Goetz met Capps at a Manchester 
Music Festival; learning the cellist needed 
gigs, the radio producer suggested he 
contact the “fledgling chamber group up 
in Burlington.” 


“The first 


itched 


the form of the sonata. Beethoven had an 
ax to grind” — he needed to be noticed 
in Vienna — “but of course it’s never just 
that, which is what makes his music great. 

“The third is a very heroic piece,” 
Kaplan continues. “It fits right into 
Beethoven's 'heroic' period, which tends 
to showcase protagonists, like the fifth 
symphony and the fifth piano concerto.” 

The last two sonatas are of a differ- 
ent order, says the pianist. They push 
form in “much more spiritual" ways, and 
“they’re at once unified and impossibly 
fragmented. They keep you on your toes 
from phrase to phrase and note to note,” 
Kaplan adds. “Then you reach the end and 
you realize not a single note could have 
been different.” ® 


H Burlington Ensemble presents 

Benjamin Capps playing Beethovens five 
sonatas for piano and cello. Saturday, 
January 5. 7:30 p.m. at College Street 

suggested minimum. Clips of recordings 
available starting December 15 at vpr.net; ft 


MAKING A CASE 

A team of graduate students from 
Champlain College's not-for-profit 

EMERGENT MEDIA CENTER (EMC) iS 

working with Newfane author 
archer MAYOR/MarchMedia LLC to 
create Archer Mayor's The Lost Case 
Files, an "interactive mystery game" 
based on his popular, Vermont- 
based detective series. The 
group is currently trying to fund 
the project through Kickstarter, with a $100,000 
development goal; the campaign concludes this weekend. 

The team's goal is to create an innovative series of 
murder-mystery episodes that would make up Case Files, 
using techniques that go beyond simple puzzle solving 
and hidden-item finding and are based on the realistic, 
police-procedural style of Mayor’s books. Players would put 
together a case, compile evidence and track down clues as 
if they were rookies working with detective Joe Gunther, 
who in the novels is the head of the fictional Vermont 
Bureau of Investigation. As the game's description on 


Kickstarter puts it, "Players 
must solve the case quickly 
and efficiently to gain an 
understanding of what it takes 
to really solve a crime." 

Based on the size of their 
pledges, donors can receive 
rewards ranging from a free 
copy of the first episode to 
a day with Mayor himself, 
scouting a site for a new book. 
That is, if the fundraising 
:ampaign is successful. The 
EMC created a compelling video pitch — including an 
interview with the personable author — but. as of press 
time, it has gathered only a fraction of pledges needed to 
meet its ambitious goal. How will the group track down 
eager donors? That's still a mystery. 

MICHAEL GARRIS 

ARCHER MAYOR'S THE LOST CASE FILES 

On Kickstarter through Sunday. December 2. lostcasefiles. 
archermayor.com 
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Dear Cecil. 

Assuming evolution didn't 
anticipate the invention of 
clothing, why is the human 
race relatively hairless? 

What hair we have provides 
minimal protection against 
the elements. Were we only 
supposed to live in tropical 
climates where such protec- 
tion was unnecessary? On 
the assumption that we 
descend from hairy apes, 
and that evolution occurs 
due to need, what was the 

wbody hair? 

J. Brown, Ireland 

N obody really knows, 
and in fact human 
nakedness remains 
one of the great mys- 
teries —the author of Genesis, 
no less, felt compelled to work 
a partial explanation into the 
biblical creation myth. We’re the 
only essentially hairless primate 
species, and one of few hairless 
mammals. Considering how 
helpful a fur coat can be, not 
only in keeping warm but also in 
protecting against the sun, you’d 
think losing our ancestral hair 
would have been a sure route to 
extinction. Yet here we are, mas- 
ters of the planet. 

It’s only natural to wonder 
whether these i ircumstances 
are related. Although too little 
is known to permit any definite 
statement, it seems clear that 
nakedness was closely tied to 


human progress. No one would 
say we needed to develop big 
brains to compensate for our lack 
of hair, but the development of 
technology is a different story. At 
minimum we can say this: Once 
we started down the road to 
civilization, nakedness prevented 
our going back. 

Before we get into that, let’s 
run through a few of the expla- 
nations for human hairlessness 
proposed up till now: 

We’re sexier with no hair. 
Charles Darwin was one of the 
first to propose this, although he 
didn’t put it so bluntly. He merely 
noted that hairlessness may have 
been a factor in sexual selection 
and that women, historically the 
object rather than the initiator of 
pursuit, have less hair than men. 
Many later scientists have sug- 
gested variations on this theme. 

explanation. While nakedness 
may increase lust, a fat lot of good 
that does you if the other party 


has frozen to death. 

Lack of hair makes it easier 
to cool off Since it's generally 
agreed that humankind origi- 
nated in tropical Africa, this is 
plausible — indigenous inhabit- 
ants of tropical regions typically 
wore minimal clothing before 
being overtaken by modernity. 
Zoologist Desmond Morris, 
author of the 1967 best seller The 
Naked Ape, offers the twist that 
hairlessness prevented hominid 
hunters from overheating when 
chasing game, which also makes 
sense; as distance runners we 
have few equals among mam- 
mals. But again, that surely isn’t 
the whole story, as we shall see. 

Humans are descended from 
aquatic apes. The idea is that 
hairlessness made our seafood- 
loving forebears more stream- 
lined in the water. There’s little 
evidence supporting this much- 
promoted notion, and scientists 
have roundly rejected it 

Less hair = fewer bugs, or, to 


put it more formally, hairless- 
ness reduces “parasite load.” 
Another unpersuasive claim: 
Notwithstanding their paucity 
of hair, humans have largely 
been infested with lice, fleas and 

If none of the above expla- 
nations will cut it, what does? 
Here we have to guess, since 
the timeline of human develop- 
ment is poorly understood. Our 
hominid ancestors began walk- 
ing on two legs at least 4 million 
years ago, and the trend toward 
bigger brains began about 2 mil- 
lion years ago. Genetic analysis 
suggests hominids have been 
hairless for at least 1.2 million 
years. Clothing is much more 
recent — the earliest evidence for 
hide scraping, the most primitive 
form of couture, dates back just 
300,000 years. 

The wild card is fire, needed 
not just to keep the cave warm 
but for cooking, another criti- 
cal step. Recent archaeological 
analysis suggests hominids were 
using fire as of a million years 
ago. 

If it turns out hairlessness and 
mastery of fire occurred around 
the same time, we have a plau- 
sible sequence of events. Once 
they were no longer at the mercy 
of the elements, hominids could 
indulge a yen for less hirsute 


mates without jeopardizing their 
offspring. 

If the tendency to hairless- 
ness long preceded fire, we have 
more of a puzzle, although not 
necessarily an insoluble one: The 
random genetic mutation that 
made hairlessness possible might 
have occurred in the ancient past 
but not expressed itself till condi- 
tions were favorable. We know, 
for example, that Homo erectus 
lived 1.8 million years ago in the 
Caucasus region, which had cold 
winters then as now. Without 
fire, these protohumans must 
have had hairy coats to survive. 

Once our ancestors had ac- 
quired both fire and clothing, 
there was nothing to prevent 
nakedness from becoming 
dominant, and at some point the 
capacity to grow abundant body 
hair evidently was lost. When 
the ancestors of modern east 
Asians were trapped in Siberia 
by glaciers during the last ice 
age, 25,000 to 50,000 years ago, 
they evolved eyefolds and flatter 
facial features to protect against 
the cold. But body hair didn’t 
reemerge. 

Technology, in this reading, 
made nakedness possible, and na- 
kedness in turn made technology 
indispensable. We’ve been the 
prisoners of our own cleverness 
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= HACKIE A VERMONT CABBIE'S REAR VIEW BY JERNIGAN PONTIAC 


Sound Unlimited 


T his has got to be the cookingest 
holiday of them all, I thought as I 
stood, packed like a sardine, on a 
City Market checkout line. It was 
pre-Thanksgiving, and the food-buying 
frenzy had kicked in. Burlington’s sole 
downtown supermarket is jammed with 
people year-round; throw in a holiday, and 
it's a mosh pit at Bonnaroo. 

In front of me on line was a middle- 
agedblack woman, somewhat on the dowdy 
side but with a pretty face and expressive 
eyes. She was wheeling an old-fashioned, 
folding shopping cart. When I was a kid, 
shopping carts were ubiquitous; nowadays, 
much less common. I began to ponder the 
potential explanations for their decline in 
use but stopped myself Even for me, that 
was just too random a subject to devote 60 
seconds of my life to. 

Ten minutes later, as I got into my cab 
and began to ease out of my parking spot, 
that same lady approached me, pulling her 
cart with one hand and flagging me down 
with the other. 

“Could you give me a ride down North 
Avenue just past Northgate?” she asked 
with a smile. 

"Sure thing," I replied, shifting back into 
park and stepping out. The line between 
my work hours and off hours is fluid. If 
someone hails me, I’ll generally take the 
fare unless I’m seriously engaged. “Let me 
help you get your stuff into the backseat, 
and you can sit up front with me." 

“Why, thank you, honey," she said in, 
yes, a honeyed tone. “My name's Connie, by 
the way.” 

Making our way out of the gridlocked 
parking lot was a vehicular version of the 
shopping experience. My customer said, “It 


seems everybody had the same idea today.” 

“Yup, Burlington ain't the small town 
it once was, that’s for sure. Have you been 
living here for a while?” 

“No, just a few months. I'm staying with 
my daughter and granddaughter. I was 
living with my brother and his family in 
Boston. You know Brockton?” 

“Yeah, I do. I believe it's the home- 
town of that famous heavyweight, Rocky 
Marciano.” 

“You could be right about that. Before 
Muhammad Ali I didn't much follow 
boxing,” Connie said, then resumed her 
story. ‘Yeah, my brother and his wife fixed 


up a room for me in the attic, but they were 
gone all day working, and my two teenage 
nephews were partying constantly in the 
house. It was all too chaotic and noisy at 
my age. That’s when I moved up here to be 
with my daughter. How about you?” 

“Jeez, I moved up here more than 
30 years ago from Brooklyn. I love it in 
Vermont. You know, the quiet and relaxed 
lifestyle.” 

“Oh, honey — I know just what you 
mean! I grew up in Orange, New Jersey. I 
liked the hustle and bustle when I was a 
kid, but now? Lordy, give me some peace!" 

I swung a right onto the Northern 
Connector and fixed the speed control at a 
mellow 45, the better to keep up our chat. I 


was enjoying this lady's company; her very 
presence was relaxing to me. Every person, 
in my experience, walks through life sur- 
rounded by his or her own energy field — 
an “aura,” if you like. The feeling around 
Connie was one of warmth and acceptance. 

Though life at this point appeared to 
be moving her from house to house, she 
seemed to carry a sense of home in her 
heart, and one with a welcome sign on 
the front porch. Step inside, and there was 
coffee and cake on the table, and the prom- 
ise of restorative conversation. 

“So Connie,” I said, “we’re probably born 
around the same time, coming of age maybe 


in the late '60s to 70s. So, music-wise, did 
you love the Philly sound? I couldn't get 
enough of that when I was a kid.” 

“Oh, my, my — you’re taking me back 
now, aren’t you? Teddy Pendergrass, the 

“How about the Spinners?" I suggested. 
‘They were like, my absolute favorites." 

"Back then, in the 70s, when I was mar- 
ried and still living in Jersey, I used to DJ 
with my husband." Connie paused for a 
moment, nodding as the memory rebooted. 
“We would play at weddings and dances. 
I would spin the records — this is before 
tapes or whatever it is they have now — and 
my husband would ... well, now they would 
call it ‘rapping,’ I suppose." 


“That is awesome," I said. “Did the act 

“Let me see ... Oh, yes — we called our- 
selves Sound Unlimited." 

“How cool is that?” I said, laughing. 
“That is SO 1970s. I bet you looked real 
fine, too. I mean, that was the era of great 
clothes. I'm thinking about Earth, Wind & 
Fire and, like. Chic.” 

Connie laughed along, saying, “Oh, you 
are speaking the truth, honey. I don't know 
what was better, the fashion or the music.” 

We got off the connector at Plattsburgh 
Avenue and turned onto North Avenue. 
With Connie pointing the way, we quickly 
reached her daughter’s place. 

“Is your daughter doing good?” I asked 
as I helped unload her cart and groceries. 

“She is doing just terrific,” Connie 
replied. “Got a great job working for the 
CCTA — you know, the busses? Mostly 
she works in that booth on Cherry Street, 
helping out anyone with questions about 
the schedule or which bus to take. It's per- 
fect for her personality. She’s a real people 
person. Real different from me, you see — I 
like my peace and quiet, not crowds.” 

“I don't know about that, Connie,” I said 
with a chuckle. “You seem like a real people 
person to me. At least to this person.” 

Connie's whole face smiled. “Well, you 
made my day, honey. That was a great con- 
versation. Really took me back.” 

“It sure was," I said. ‘You made my day, 
too.”® 



SHE SEEMED 10 GARRY A SENSE OF HOME IN HER HEART. 

AND ONE WITH A WELCOME SIGN ON THE FRONT PORCH. 
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' ere's no place like home, but we still 
have a wish list... 


BY SEVEN DAYS STAFF 


V ermont sure has a lotgoingfor it — a thriving local food 
movement, fresh air and mountains, great craft beer, and 
the best skiing and riding in the East. And if our elected 
leaders can get it together, we might just be the fi rst state 
with universal health care. 

No wonder generations of homesteaders, hippies and health nuts have 
jrated north to the land of soymilk and honey. We love the scenery, scale and 
if community in this brave little state. Not to mention the syrup. 

But for all that, we know Vermont, and its largest city, could be better. 

We could have more. Ever come back from a trip — to Austin, San Francisco, 

Barcelona — thinking about something' we don’t have? Something that would 

make our home better? Maybe it's a pro sports team. Or commuter trains. Or more 
ethnic food. 

We asked the Seven Days sta° — and our friends on Facebook and Twitter — to 
come up with a holiday wish list for Vermont and/or greater Burlington. The results 
are a mix of whimsical and practical. If fulfi lied, these stocking stu“ ers could make our 
Green Mountain haven even more of a draw ... but how to bring the Atlantic Ocean to 
Vermont’s eastern shore?© 

ANDY BROMAGE 


A BAR CADE 



Burlington is not short on nightlife. J ust about every niche is fi lied: 
clubby, classy, frathouse-y. But the endearingly awkward geeks 
among us remain underserved. For some of us, the sports 
bars are too aggressive, the dance fl oors too terrifying to 
comprehend. We’re just looldngfor a relatively quiet 
night of good-natured competition and tasty brews. 

This is why Burlington needs a downtown arcade-bar 

Currently, local gaming options are mostly limited to 
Pizza Putt, Zachary’s or the occasional Big Buck Hunter 
machine. These options are fun, but let’s be honest — the 
hyperkinetic, casino-gone-Candy-Land atmospheres and 
stu° ed-animal prizes make clear that the target audience 
is families. And no one wants to be the solo young adult 
male creeping around. Plus, these places are not pedes- 
trian-accessible from downtown. What Burlington needs 
is a place where grown-ups who know the Konami Code 
by heart can play the golden-age arcade classics. Hip spots 
like Barcade in Brooklyn, Ground Kontrol in Portland, Ore., 
and even the national chain Dave & Buster’s have proven the 
model in larger cities swarming with young childless adults. 

What would you fi nd at this drinks-and-Dig-Dug empo- 
rium? All the classic favorites would be represented: Pac-Man, 

Street Fighter, Space Invaders and this author’s personal fa- 
vorite, NBA Jam (Boomshakalaka!). You’d also fi nd more tactile 
games such as pinball machines, Skee-Ball lanes and bubble- 
hockey tables. Add in a few tap lines serving local craft beers and 
you’ve got geek nirvana. Haters might complain about hipsters 
beingnostalgic for a time before they were born, but we’d be too busy 
trying to get the high score on Paperboy to care. 





Six years ago, I fell hard for Knur, the plucky polar bear 
cub born in captivity at Germany’s Berlin Zoological 
Garden. Then, last month, when the New York Aquarium 
took in Mitik, a 235-pound orphaned baby walrus with 
bulging eyes and a perky mustache, I was instantly smit- 
ten with the weird little guy. 

Wouldn’t it be awesome if we had our own zoo — and 
our own celebrity baby animals — right here in Vermont? 

I’m not talking about a petting zoo; we have plenty of 
those. Shelburne Farms has squee-inducing lambs and 
other barnyard fuzzies. Santa's Land in Putney has min- 
iature ponies, potbellied pigs and Bill the camel. And, if 
you’re into local lake creatures, there’s always ECHO 
Lake Aquarium and Science Center in Burlington. But 
let’s face it Fish get old, fast. 

Where are our Bengal tigers? Our musk oxen?The 
closest exotic-animal zoo is in Granby, Quebec, nearly 
two hours from Burlington. Sure, keeping wild animals 
is expensive. The T oronto Zoo spends almost $1 mil- 
lion a year to feed its 13,000 vertebrate animals. But 
zoos have succeeded in towns smaller than Burlington. 
Minot, N.D., only has 40,000-some people, but its 
Roosevelt Park Zoo houses tigers, lions, warthogs, 
gira' es, gibbons — even a Chilean rose-hair tarantula! 

Closer to home, the Squam Lakes Natural Science 
Center in tiny Holderness, N.H., keeps animals native 
to the area. So no poison dart frogs. But they do have 
mountain lions, bobcats and black bears. We could at 
least do that, right? 

I’m wishing for a small but spunky Vermont zoo, fi lied 
with unusual creatures and compassionate caretakers. 

To cut down on costs, I’d settle for animals comfortable 
in our cool climate. But I’d like at least one baby reindeer 
with a tragic past and star potential. 

MEGAN JAMES 

RAILACCESSTO MONTREAL 

I’ve long had a soft spot for travel by train. It’s without a 
doubt the most civilized way to travel — no airport pat- 
downs, no freeway gridlock. But Vermont is not exactly 
a major rail hub. So topping my holiday wish list is high- 
speed (or even moderate-speed) rail access. The fi rst des- 
tination on my fantasy itinerary? Montreal, bien sur! 

isn’t such a far-fetched dream: Amtrak used to run a train 


from D.C. to Montreal, appropriately 
named the Montrealer. It discontin- 
ued the Canadian leg of that trip in 
1995 to save money, and today the 
renamed Vermonter terminates in 
Essex Junction. 

aficionados. Dan Delabruere, rail 
program director at the Vermont 
Agency of Transportation, says im- 
provements are on the way. This 
summer, VTrans finished $4 mil- 
lion worth of track improvements 
that will allow Amtrak to reach 

the Vermonter line. Next summer, 
VTrans will start replacing older 
tracks with continuously welded 
rails between St. Albans and the 
Canadian border — a prerequisite 
for passenger travel. Delabruere 
says the state is also working with 
New York and Quebec to investigate the feasibility of 
a customs facility in the Montreal station to cut down 
on border-crossing time, should the rail service be re- 
instated. The goal is to connect Vermont and Montreal 
by train within three years. 

It’s sometimes hard for Vermonters to see the potential 
in rail travel. Our state is, after all, a vehicle-dominated 
one. But Amtrak ridership here is improving every year, 

tion to NewYork rail riders. “Wesee rail as the future,” 
Delabruere says. 

KATHRYN FLAGG 



A MONUMENT 

I think Burlington needs — no, deserves! — a really big, 
artful, friggingawesome monument. A landmark whose 
only purpose is to be amazing Something that visitors 
would fl ock to, sending gushing texts and tweets back 
home, and that locals would be proud to call their own. 

on the world map. Like the ET el Tower in Paris. Statue of 
Liberty in NewYork City. Gateway Arch in St. Louis. Hello, 
Vermont? This Revolutionary-War-hero-on-a-horse stu' 

I can’t say what my monument would look like, ex- 
actly. I imagine the city issuinga request for proposals, 
which hundreds of talented artists would answer, eager 
for the chance to design something well, monumental. 

But nothing phallic, please. My monument for Burlington 
would swoop and curve and have beauty and grace and 


move gently with the wind. It would be playful yet grand. 
Commanding yet welcoming It would have an elevator 
that whisked visitors to the top for killer views and im- 
pressive vertigo. And did I mention it would be on the 
Burlington Waterfront? From my monument, watching 
the sun set over the Adirondacks would be even more 
breath taking. 

There are so many worthy civic needs — a' ordable 
housing, decent health care, livable wages, etc. — and, 
sure, I’m in favor of those, too. But a monument, now that 
would give Burlington world class 

PAMELA POLSTON 



A FOOD BAZAAR 

To me, Burlington’s gaping culinary black hole is the 
absence of an Italian market — a place that harkens back 
to the city’s Little Italy section that was lost to urban 
renewal in the ’60s In my vision, tliis market would 
anchor an entire food bazaar — a hodgepodge of kiosks 
tiny markets and, eventually, eateries. 

Inside the Italian market, I would duck under dan- 
gling salami to knock back an espresso at the counter, 
then load up my basket with fresh, almost warm moz- 
zarella, curls of guanciale, jars of marinated eggplant 
and fresh ravioli. At the adjacent bakery, I could grab 
semolina rolls cannoli and fl aky sfogliatelle. Nearby 
would be a fi sh market piled high with cases of fresh 
squid and clams; there’d be a stall where I could pick up 
fresh fl owers, too. 
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In the food bazaar, there’d be a place to grab slices of 
pizza so sloppy that you’d have to fold them in half to eat 
them; a raw bar for knocking back a dozen oysters; and 
a Korean barbecue where poker-faced servers would lay 
kalbi on your table grill. The piece d’resistance: a comfy 
wine bar where you could sample new wines by the ounce, 
pairing them with tiny plates such as smoked herring and 
lamb meatballs. 

I thought this was only my dream until I spoke with 
Amir Jusufagie. He owns the Church Street food cart 
Amir’s Kebab, and for a longtime he’s wished for a space 
where some of downtown’s food vendors could gather and 
set up shop for the winter, ‘It would be a little food court 
We just need to fi nd adequate space in Church Street; 
that’s my biggest problem,’’ says J usufogic. 

Next to my grand and idealized vision, his seems more 
realistic. It starts with a dream, right? 

CORIM HIRSCH 


But we wouldn’t want to lose our greatest river, so we’d 
have to relocate that, too. The obvious solution would be 
to simply pick up the Connecticut River, drag it 15 or 20 
miles to the west and drop it back down. 

Think my plan’s unrealistic? Fine. Let climate change 
keep working its wonders, and we won’t even have to 
demo the Granite State. 

PAULHEINTZ 


Brew-and-view theaters do exist outside greater 
Burlington: the Stowe Cinema 3Plex, the Big Picture 
Theater & Cafe in Waitsfi eld and the Savoy Theater in 
Montpelier all let you sip something stronger than soda 

But aboozyThanksgiving’Trappedin the Closet" 
Sing-Along? Not likely to happen unless you throw one in 
your living room. 

MARGOT HARRISON 


We’ve got mountains, rivers, forests and lakes — one of 
which is huge and totally awesome. But Vermont’s missing 
somethingbig It’s the only New England state without an 
ocean. And that’s a total bummer. 

I’m not hating on Champlain, but our beaches and 
boatyards and lighthouses are just plain goofy without the 
waves of the Atlantic lapping at our shores. No clams or 
lobsters. No surfi ngor sea kayaking No crusty old sailors 
in crusty old Oceanside bars. No salty taste on the tongue 
when you dive into the drink. 

So here’s what I'm suggesting a controlled demoli- 
tion of the entirety of New Hampshire. This endeavor 
would necessitate the relocation of quite a few New 
Hampshirites, but surely Massachusetts and Maine could 
accommodate them. Also problematic: the Vacation State 
would no longer be attached to the rest of the country. 

The biggest hurdle would be how to deal with the 
Connecticut River. With New Hampshire out of the way. 



ABREW-AND-VIEWTHEATER 
FOR BURLINGTON 


If I lived in Austin,Texas,I could have spent 
Thanksgiving eating a full turkey dimier and drinking 
cold beer at the Alamo Drafthouse Ritz while giving 
thanks to the pop-culture gods at a Dumb and Dumber 
Quote- Along or an R. Kelly’s Trapped in the Closer 
Sing-Along That same week at the same joint, I could 
have watched Jacques Tati’s Playtime projected in 
70-millimeter, 12 Monkeys, camp classic Road House, 

tire towns lining Vermont's eastern border - from Vernon True Lies and something called Swinging Co-eds. 
to Norwich to Canaan — would be beachfront property, Yes, life is good for a fi lm fanatic in towns witl 

which is great. Alamo Drafthouse, die Austin-based chain that has 


is with an 



BIRTH CENTERS 


Vermont is agreat place to be born. The state boasts the 
lowest rate of preterm births in the country, and among 
the lowest rates of infant mortality. 

Yet mothers here have one less choice about where 
and how to birth their babies than do women in many 
other parts of the country. That’s because Vermont — the 
hippie-dippy, earthy-crunchy, touchy-feely state we live 
in — has exactly zero ffeestandingbirth centers. 

For those who aren’t versed in the nuances of birthing 
choices, birth centers are licensed clinics where midwives 
care for expectant mothers. They're somewhere on the 
spectrum between home births and hospital births, with a 
focus on long prenatal appointments and a homey, holistic 

Putney midwife Mary Lawlor worked for 12 years to 
try to make birth centers a possibility in Vermont but ran 
into coundess roadblocks along the way. In the end, she 

ing New Hampshire, and now parents-to-be travel up to 
100 miles to give birth at the clinic. The good news is that a 


:d plans to expand all the way to 
New York and Los Angeles. While its 
business model stands apart, many cities 
and college towns have some sort of 
brew-and-view cinema that alternates 
showings of fi rst- or second-run movies 
with repertory and "cult" programming 

Burlington? Not so much. The 
Essex Cinemas shows classic movies 
at its popular Throwback Thursdays, but 
its Club Take 2 lounge, which used to o • er 
weekend brew-and-view options, has shut 
down indefi nitely. Williston’s Majestic 10 
hosts a bar, but you have to fi nish your drink 
before the show. 

Merrill Jarvis III, who owns the Majestic 
and Merrill’s Roxy Cinemas in down- 
town Burlington, says he likes the Alamo 
Drafthouse format and thinks “something 
like that would work at die Roxy.” The prob- 
lem: “It would have to be an over-21 movie 
theater, always,” he says. Local liquor laws 
treat a theater where alcohol is consumed 
“more like a bar serving fi lms,” Jarvis ex- 
plains. Having an over-21 area would require 
a separate entrance. 



tigate the feasibility of building a birth center in Vermont 
Lawlor says that because surgeons attend 90 percent 
of births in the U.S., the assumption is often that more 
medical intervention equals better medical outcomes 
for mothers and babies. The natural process, and the 
safety that’s built in and inherent in the birth process, gets 
completely screwed up,” says Lawlor. The result? One in 
three American women gives birth by Caesarean section. 
Lawlor sees birth centers as an antidote to that problem. 

If you still need some convincing consider this: Birth 
centers shave serious dough o° die cosdy process of birth- 
ing a baby. The American Association of Birth Centers 
estimates that if just 10 percent of the four million women 
who give birth in theU.S. each year chose birth centers, 
the savings in facility fees alone could total $2.6 billion. 

KATHRYN FLAGG 




AWATERFRONTSPA — 

AND SWIM UP BAR 

Sure, we've got farm-to-table restau- 
rants, spectacular mountain views 
and an embarrassment of craft beers. 
But you know what Vermonters 
could really use? A swim-up bar. 

We're a hardy bunch. We work 
tirelessly, endure brutal winters, 
survive for long stretches without 
sunlight or decent tomatoes. Is it 
too much to ask for the opportunity, 
right here in Burlington, to dog- 
paddle up to a submerged stool and 


Bradley also gently suggests, “When the sun 
goes down, you're not looking at much of anything 
—'except the lights of the city, and there aren’t that 

What? I, for one, would pay top dollar to nosh 
above a nocturnal view of Pine Street, Burlington’s 
only urban corridor that stretches out from down- 
town like a grand urban boulevard. It’s not the 
Champs Elysees, but viewed from the right alti- 
tude, it does glitter ... a bit 


PAULA ROUTLY 

FULL-SERVICE CANNABIS CLUB 


A YEAR-ROUND RESTAURANT WITH A VIEW 

Burlington is renowned for awesome sunsets, but not a 

all-season view of them. Only one eatery, the new 
Leunig’s lounge, appears headed in the right direction 
—'up. But it’s only one fl oor above Church Street. 

Countless Queen City law fi rms look out over the city 
—'no doubt to give clients a winning impression. Is it 
too much to ask for that law-o" ce view with drinks and 
dinner? I want elevators, plate-glass windows, twinkling 
lights and tra' c patterns without having to go to Boston 
for them. 

There have been a few failed attempts over the 
years. Old-timers recall a rooftop restaurant at the 
Hotel Vermont. Almost 30 years ago, a restaurant 
called Lilly’s moved from the ground floor of College 
Street, next to Marilyn's, to the top floor of 7 Burlington 
Square. “Lilly’s Top of the Town” didn’t last long —'it 

there were killer," recalls Yves Bradley, a broker for 
Pomerleau Real Estate. 

“I think you’re right to want it,” he a' rms. "The ques- 
tion is: Are we there yet as a city?” 

To justify the rent and infrastructure costs, Bradley 
says, it would have to be a high-end, destination res- 
taurant —'with outdoor seating— 'in a city that restricts 


On N ovember 6, Burlington voters gave a resounding 
bongs-up to a ballot question endorsing marijuana 
legalization — with more than 70 percent of voters 
supporting the nonbinding "reeferendum.” In Sen. 

Bill Doyle’s unscientifi c Town Meeting Day survey 
last March, 49 percent of Vermonters supported 
legalizing possession of2 ounces or lessof marijuana. 

In light of such support — as well as the recent votes 
in Colorado and Washington State to legalize, tax and 
regulate the kind stu — it seems inevitable that the green 
tide of prohibition repeal will eventually wash ashore in 
Vermont To that end, it’s high time Burlington embraces 
its inner Stoner and reaps the many rewards of a full- 
service cannabis club. 

Green Mountain Green™ would cater to Vermont’s 
choosy cannabis connoisseurs. Its extensive, large-print 
menus of indica and sativa strains would explain each 
one’s properties, including taste, sensation and duration 
of high- An experienced “pot steward” would be on hand 
to recommend which nugs pair best with, say, carving 
turns in fresh powder versus kickingback with a 3-D Pixar 

GMG would also maintain a full-service, late-night 
kitchen with plenty of baked goods — both laced and 
THC-free — and stoner-approved munchies, such as cold 
pizza, peanut-butter-and-chocolate wa" es, and cheesy 
fries on cupcakes. 

Requisite decor and ambience demands only mellow, 
indirect lighting and couches and recliners cushy enough 
to embrace the body but not so squishy that they require 
grapplinghooks to escape. A waterfront locale, with ample 
skylights, is preferable. 

Each year, the club would demo the winners of the Bern 
Gallery’s annual Pipe Classic glassblowing competition. 

And all customers would go home 
with the best doggie bags around. 

KEN PICARD 


Here’s my vision.- Transform the decrepit Moran Plant 
on the Burlington waterfront into SpaTastic Burlington, 
a multilevel, budget-friendly palace of relaxation. Inside, 
you’d fi nd seven di‘ erent saunas — from salt lined to gold 
plated, extra hot to icy — a miniature mani/pedi salon 
and an a' ordable massage studio. If you were there to get 
healthy, you’d graze the organic salad bar and dim-sum 
station. If not, you’d grab a corndogat the fried-foods cafe 
and plant yourself in the veg-out room: wall-to-wall La-Z- 



On the lower level you’d fi nd an indoor-outdoor 
heated pool — connected through the wall with a doggie- 
door-style fl ap. Outside, the infi nity pool drops o' into 
Lake Champlain. And inside, the piece de resistance: a 
Caribbean-style swim-up bar. We’re talking outrageous, 
colorful drinks served in coconut shells and adorned with 
tiny umbrellas — locally crafted, of course. 

MEGAN JAMES 




§ 





EAT TOO MUCH 

TURKEY ?/C) 


LAST 
CHANCE 
SPECIAL 
ENDS THIS 

FRIDAY! 


7 month 

FREE 

With the purchase of 4 months 

Offer expires 11/30/12 

Some restrictions apply. Cannot be combined 
L with other offers. Call for details. 




months 

REE 

With the purchase of 12 months 

Offer expires 11/30/12 

Some restrictions apply. Cannot be combined 
with other offers. Call for details. 


ESSEX (802) 879-7734 X 2 SOUTH BURLINGTON (802) 658-0001 OR 0002 WILLIST0N (802) 860-3343 


(igeut.com inlo@etlgeut.com 






Drug Remedies 

Narco-prosecutor-turned-law-professor seeks new answers to an old problem 


I n eight years as an assistant U.S. attorney in New 
York City, Michele Martinez Campbell never 

bags of smack. Her prosecutions took down much 
bigger game: traffickers who smuggled hundreds of 
kilos of heroin from the jungles of Thailand into the 
ports of New York City, and Mexican cocaine kingpins 
who moved pallets of illicit cash by the truckload. She 
wouldn’t even consider a marijuana charge unless it 
involved at least 1000 pounds of contraband. 

Today, Martinez Campbell’s job — as a criminal- 
law professor at Vermont Law School — isn't quite the 
adrenaline rush of the prosecutor’s job she left in 2001. 
Still, the New Haven, Conn., native has maintained a 
keen interest in state and federal drug policies. She re- 
cently launched a new blog, NarcoLaw, to explore how 
effective those policies have been in reducing drug use 
and concomitant crimes. 

The launch of NarcoLaw several weeks ago couldn’t 
have been more timely. Successful ballot measures 
in Colorado and Washington State just resulted in 
legalized recreational marijuana use for adults. In 
a nonbinding referendum, more than 70 percent of 
Burlington voters endorsed the legalization of man - 
juana and hemp in Vermont. 

But despite the growing pro-pot movement nation- 
wide, Martinez Campbell says she’d like to see a more 
sober, dispassionate and fact-based dialogue about the 
pros and cons of drug legalization. That includes an ex 
ploration of the interim steps states could take in that 
direction, including drugde-penalization (eliminating 
incarceration for drug offenses) and decriminalization 
(making drug possession a civil violation similar to a 
traffic ticket). 

Martinez Campbell is no newbie to the writing gig. 
Besides penning several hundred grand-jury indict - 
ments, she has authored four crime novels and has a 
fifth due to be completed nextyearSeven Days reached 
her at her office in South Royalton. 



SEVEN DAYS: Your bio states that when you left 
the U.S. attorney's office, you felt the work you 
had done "made the world a safer place." Do you 
still feel that way? 

MICHELE MARTINEZ CAMPBELL: I do, because 
there’s a real difference between decriminalizing or 
de-penalizing personal use [of drugs] and looking 
for treatment options, and saying it would be a good 
thing to have a massive international legalized trade 
in all sorts of narcotics. I also think there’s a real line 
between marijuana and many other types of drugs that 
are much more addictive and dangerous. 


SD: Your blog poses the question, “Has the drug 
war failed?" How do you answer that? 

MMC: In some ways, I think it’s not the right question 
to be asking, even though it’s the question everyone 
is asking right now. It’s gained a lot of currency in the 
media to say that drug prohibition is too expensive 
and hasn’t reduced drug use. A better question to ask 
is, what are the most common-sense and appropriate 
drug policies? They may not include full-scale prohibi- 
tion, where we criminalize every drug. We need to do 
a little more thoughtful analysis of what is acceptable 
and what are appropriate ways to deal with people 


with addiction issues, versus what drugs are extremely ill 
harmful that we don’t want sold next to the chewing g 
gum in Rite Aid. g 

SD: What are some of the negative consequences 
of legalization? 

MMC: One thingwe need to take into consideration 
is that our extremely dangerous drug epidemic right 
now is with legalized, prescription drugs. So when ^ 
you legalize drugs and get large pharmaceutical com - > 

panies involved in selling drugs, you’re going to be in § 
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a situation where lobbyists are pushing drugs on doc - 
tors and pushing drugs into venues where people can 
obtain them a lot more easily. 

SD: Isn't that the situation we have now? 

MMC: Only with regard to prescription drugs and al - 
cohol. One statistic that gets quoted by legalization ad- 
vocates is that alcohol is way more dangerous than any 
drug. I think it’s a false equivalency, because alcohol is 
legal and widely available and, other than getting ar - 
rested for underage drinking, there is no legal sanction 
attached to alcohol use, so it’s much more widespread. 
So before we leap off the cliff into full-scale legalization 
[of all drugs], which is something that a lot of people 
think would solve a lot of problems, we ought to think 
about the problems it would create. 

SD: What's your take on legalizing personal use? 

MMC: If you look at who’s in jail, it’s not personal-use 
defendants. There probably is room for states to legal - 
ize personal use and for the federal government to 
back off, because they’re not prosecuting these cases 
anyway. 

SD: The international group Law Enforcement 
Against Prohibition argues that when drugs are 
illegal, it’s the drug dealers who control the qual- 
ity, profits, means of production and distribution. 
But if drugs were legalized, the government would 
control all that, no? 

MMC: I would say that the people who really control 
it are the corporations that manufacture it. If we go 
forward with legalization of any drug, whether it’s 
marijuana or anything else, we would end up with cor- 
porate involvement and everything that comes with it. 
Yes, there would be tax revenue, but there would also 
be advertising, packaging and branding. 

SD: Why is that a bad thing? 

MMC: Because it’s going to increase use massively and 
we’re just going to end up with more people smoking 
pot or doing other drugs the way people drink now, 
which is often irresponsibly and to excess, and that’s 
going to cause a whole lot of other problems. 

SD: How do you think the Justice Department will 
respond to the legalization votes in Colorado and 
Washington? 

MMC: They’ve been very clear that they don’t support 
full legalization, because this issue has already come 
up around the medical-marijuana issue. This issue was 
already decided [in 2005] by the Supreme Court — in 
Gonzales v. Raich — which said that the federal gov - 
ernment is free to make its own marijuana laws and 
the states can’t trump federal law. What’s happened 
around medical marijuana under Obama was, he came 
in and said, “We’re not going to prosecute people who 
are compliant with state medical-marijuana statutes." 
And then there were states with really lax enforcement. 



IF WE GO FORWARD WITH LEGALIZATION DF 
ANY DRUG, we would end up with 
corporate involvement and 
everything that comes with it . 

mlcHELE mArt INEz cAmPBELL 

For example, in Los Angeles you had all these dispensa 

were selling larger quantities, selling to people they 
shouldn’t have been selling to, and that’s where you 
saw the DEA raidingdispensaries. So with full legaliza 
tion, [the Obama administration would] have to change 


MMC: I actually think that this makes it more likely 
that more states will take action that falls short of 
full legalization but would have a significant impact 
on how they regulate marijuana. So you’ll have some 
states saying “Let’s take incarceration off the books,” 
or “Let’s make it a civil violation so we have some regu 
latory power over people if they’re getting into trouble 
with it.” And I certainly think there will be other states 
that legalize it. IS 

SD: If Vermont were to legalize marijuana, what a 
would that mean, practically speaking? ^ 

MMC: Vermont has a good and active U.S. attorney’s £ 

office and, unless federal policy changes, I think they I 
would still prosecute significant [marijuana] distribu- 
tors. It would be unlikely that the federal authorities 
here would prosecute people for personal use, so you’d 
have sort of a free zone for personal use, but distribu - — 

tors would still be in danger of prosecution. a 


SD: What's the likelihood ofcongress acting on 
this issue? 

MMC: This will be a five- to 10-year process. That’s 
my guess. I think you’re going to see a patchwork of 
states that legalize, and Vermont may very well be one 
of them. In terms of Congress actually deciding to le - 
galize, and not just for medical use, you’d really have 
to change public opinion beyond where it is. For the 
first time recently, you had Gallup reporting that about 
50 percent of people favor marijuana legalization. But 
it’s also true that once this really starts being debated, 
people will have different reactions. 

SD: Now that other states have legalized, will 
decriminalization in Vermont seem like a day late 
and a dollar short? 


SD: What would a successful drug policy look like g 
to you? 

MMC: To me, a big stride that’s been made in recent 
years is the drug-court movement. Instead of looking 
for punitive penalties for personal use, it looks toward 
treatment and understands that addiction is a dis - 5 

ease rather than a personal failing. A successful drug o 
policy, in my view, would also make more distinctions £ 
between different type of drugs than we make now, 
and may treat marijuana differently than other drugs 
because it lacks many of those addictive properties. 

But it would still be informed by meaningful medical 
expertise. I think we have to not be utopian about this, ,, 
[thinking] that, if we legalize it, all our social ills will > 
just go away.® § 
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Book review: Paradise City by Archer Mayor 

BY PAMELA POLSTON 


I t may be odd in a book review to comment on the crimes in Vermont and Boston launch the plot, most of 

last part fi rst, but the ending of Archer Mayor's the action takes place in Northampton, Mass, 
recently published Paradise City is also a little odd. Once the chief of police in Brattleboro, Gunther 
That’s because there are several of them, and pos- has for some years been head of the Vermont Bureau 
sibly one too many. of Investigation, a fi ctional outfi t that Mayor has had 

Chapter 24 wraps up in the way that crime novels to explain in each book since he created it. Thankfully, 
do: revisiting major players, including one in a hospi- his introduction to the VBI is briefer and smoother in 

tal; sweeping up more bad guys; tying loose ends and Paradise City. For his long and largely successful tour 

providinga sense of closure. But the fi nal fi nale feels, to of duty in both organizations, Gunther is legendary 
this reader, superfl uous — a coda in which Mayor drops both in Vermont law enforcement and to his colleagues 
in on a pair of characters who, frankly, are not very lik- in Massachusetts. 

able. Why give them equal time with more central fi g- Mayor makes a point of describing the delicate 
> certainly not to set up a sequel; this is Mayor’s dance of cops in di, erent jurisdictions working 


23rd volume in the Joe Gunther series, and, 
while the collection revolves around a s 
of individuals who move forward in tin; 
each novel has a completely di, erent 
story and peripheral personnel. Mayor 
fi nishesParadise City with two of the 
book’s least sympathetic characters 
(at least among the non-murderers), 
and fails in his attempt to make both of 
them more so. In fact, giving the pair 
redeeming qualities on virtually the 
last page not only seems pointless, it’s 
just not very plausible. It’s a jarring last 
step in an otherwise fi uid read. 

That aside, it is to the Newfane 
author's immense credit that he has in- 
vented so many stories and characters 
over the years and has done so again 
with Paradise City. At the same time, he 
has built on the stories of his core cast. 

By contrast with series in which the 
protagonists seem essentially frozen in 
time, Joe Gunther and his gang evolve, 
grow older, and experience entirely 
believable human pleasures, sorrows 
and complications. For longtime fans, 
reading Mayor’s annual volume is like 
a literary family reunion. Of course, the members of 
this branch are all cops. 

Another of Mayor’s talents is creating a sense of 
place and imbuing it with history that, rather than 
interrupting the story, provides valuable context. And, 
for this author, context is a backdrop with almost fatal- 
istic implications for the ne’er-do-wells who populate 
his stories. Mayor/Gunther doesn’t excuse or forgive 
criminal behavior; he simply sees where criminals are 
coming from, as it were. 

The series is set primarily in Vermont, with locales 



ALBEIT WITH A 
LARGER BODY 
COUNT THAN 
ONE MIGHT 
HAVE EXPECTED 


together — this is, after all, a “police proce- 
dural.” The insider info is both interesting 
and realistic: Mayor doesn’t omit the frus- 
trating budgetary constraints of the 
small departments run by Gunther 
and Northampton chief Dan Siegel. 
And he presents Boston detective 
Jimmy McAuli, e — a dedicated but 
somewhat jaded urban cop — with the 
ignominy of being upstaged by a citi- 
zen’s amateur investigations. 

That citizen is Mina Carson, grand- 
daughter of a wealthy elderly woman 
whose home is burgled in tony Beacon 
Hill. It isn’t a simple B&E; when Billie 
Hawthorne confronts the robbers 
in her kitchen, one of them brutally 
knocks her to the fl oor, kicks her in 
the head and sends the old lady into 
a coma. And so Mina embarks on a 
determined — and dangerous — quest 
to fi nd out whodunit. 

So do Jimmy McAuli, e, Dan Siegel 
and Joe Gunther, once the Boston 
robbery is linked to a home invasion — 
with arson — in Vermont and then to a 
criminal ring focused on antique jew- 
elry that seems to be headquartered in Northampton. 
This chain eventually leads to illegal alien workers 
who transform the stolen gems and baubles into other 
pieces for highly profi table resale at Northampton’s 
most successful jewelry studio. The cops take a while 
to uncover all this, of course, and therein hangs a con- 
voluted but mostly riveting tale. Along the way, there 
are more killings. 

If some of the lower-level thieves are one card shy 
of a full deck, the masterminds behind the thieving and 
alien-smuggling operation are uncannily sophisticated. 


more or less familiar to residents of this state — particu- Think untraceable phones, anonymous communic: 
larly those around Brattleboro. In Paradise City, how- tions via video in obscure locations, digitally altered 
ever, Gunther and gang get out of town; while associated voices and every other contemporary crime cliche. 



Even the cops observe, as they are repeatedly outwit- 
ted, that these people have watched too many movies. 
It will not spoil things to say that good old-fashioned 
police work ultimately prevails, albeit with a larger 
body count than one might have expected. 

One of the men taken down in this story is Willy 
Kunkle, Gunther’s assholic right-hand man, who, in 
Paradise City, is even more emotionally confl icted than 
usual. He’s got family, having previously moved in with 
fellow detective Sammie Martens and fathered a baby 
daughter. In brief, the troubled loner doesn’t know 
how to handle love. What he does know but ignores 
one time too many is that chasing bad guys without 
backup is unwise. And it would spoil things to say how 
that turns out. 

Along with the book’s multiple tidy endings, an- 
other conclusion is clear: Its title is a bitter euphemism. 
For some of these characters, “paradise" is lost Others 
fi nd it, not as a place but as a devilishly elusive state of 
mind. @ 


U306 pages. $25.99. 
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Knit Wits 

From sweaters to sculptures, Vermont knitters have fun with fiber 

BY KAthr YN FI Agg 





I t’s that time of year when V ermonters are d igging ou t their sweaters, mittens and caps — and when 
knitters, spurred on by dropping temperatures and perhaps by a plethora of holiday craft fairs, take up 
their needles with renewed purpose. 

Butwe’re not talking about your grandmother’s knitting. A growing crop of Vermont crafters is using 
the age-old skill to whip up anything from stylish sweaters to offbeat children's costumes to sculptures with 
a social statement. 

Seven Days tracked down three accomplished knitters to talk about the joys — and boundless possibili - 
ties — of their hobby. 


When she picked it up in her early twenties, Roth 
was attracted to the functionality of knitting, she liked 
knowing her leisure work resulted in something useful 
at the end of the day. ‘It’s relaxing it’s creative; it’s 
functional,” she explains. 

Pretty early on, Roth admits, she began deviating 
from patterns. “Some of us are not so good at taking 
instruction,” she jokes. Now she specializes in original 
designs — from one-off creations she knits for herself 
and family members to freelance patterns she creates 
to share with other knitters. 

That might sound revolutionary 
to hobbyists still wedded to their 
i books, but Roth insists 

“Knitting isnotskydiv - 
ing," she says. “You can 
mess up as much or as 
often as you want, and no 
one is going to get hurt” 
Pulling projects from 
her tote bag, Roth describes 
some of her recent designs. 
She’s knitted Halloween cos- 
tumes — among them a lamb, a 


Leslie Roth, Montpelier 

A 42-year-old mother of two, Leslie Roth 
isn't necessarily the type you’d expect to 
run out and commission a tattoo 
for her upper arm. But she did. 

And the tattoo itself is perhaps 
even more startling, a skeleton 
wielding knitting needles and a 
hank of yarn. 

That just goes to show how 
devoted Roth, a co-owner of the 
Knitting Studio in downtown 
Montpelier, is to her favorite hobby. 

It also hints at her offbeat approach to 
knitting. 


I 
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CENTRAL TO YOUR NEW LIFE 


"Wonderful! All the doctors and nurses were invested in what 
we wanted - how we wanted things to go. They wanted to make 
sure ive understood everything and that ive were prepared. And 
we were. It was great. ” 

On Sunday, November II , Waterbury’s Managan family grew 
by one-third. In so doing Elizabeth and Nick Managan became 
happy parents. And the protagonist in this wonderful story? 
None other than the adorable 7lb/2oz, 21 inch Henry Patrick 
Managan. Yes - he's the big cheese indeed! (Couldn't resist - 
Dad works at Cabot and Judging from 
this photo, he knows how to market 
the brand!) We wish the Managan 
family all the best. We bet their 
Thanksgiving will be a happy one! 
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penguin, a pterosaur, a chimera and an Ewok — every 
year for her children, now 5 and 8. After hearing a radio 
feature about a musician who drafted a composition 
based on the number pi, Roth whipped up a dress in 
which each stripe represents, in color and number of 
rows, a digit in pi — out to 50 decimal places. 

This time of year, she’s juggling a few projects — 
holiday presents, knits for the store, socks. 

"I’ll knit with anything but wire,” Roth says, and 
adds, “It’s really popular right now. Just not with me.” 


“This girl can whip out a 
sweater in — how long?” asks 
Nido owner Phiona Milano, 
glancing atVianelli-Nixon. (The 
answer: a lightning-quick three 
weeks.) “I’ve never seen someone 
so able to produce so much.” 

Vianelli-Nixon admits that 
she does knit a lot of sweaters. 

"It makes you feel good when 
someone says, “You made that?’” 
she says. Plus, after struggling for 
years to find clothes that prop- 
erly fit her frame, Vianelli-Nixon 
found she was better off knitting 
something from scratch. She 
sticks mostly to patterns but has 
a strong sense of taste — a 1950s 
aesthetic, she says, that’s fairly 


You can mess up 
as much or as 
often as You want, 
and no one is 
going to get hurt. 

LESLiE Roth 


Most of all, though, Vianelli- 
Nixon is inspired by the fibers. Wandering through 
yarn stores as a child was what drew her to the craft, 
and her advice to aspiring knitters is, first and foremost, 
to find a yarn they love. “If you don’t love it, you’re not 
going to use it,” she says. 


Stephanie Vianelli-Nixon, 
Burlington 

Stephanie Vianelli-Nixon begged for knitting needles 
as a child — and the crafter, now 30, remembers when 
Santa obliged the 7-year-old’s request. “I wasn’t in - 
stantly good at it,” she admits, so she set the needles 
aside for some years. But her interest in the craft en - 
dured, and when her best friend showed her the ropes, 
Vianelli-Nixon, then a 24-year-old grad student, was 
hooked. "I would not have survived grad school if not 
for the knitting," she says. 

A relatively recent transplant to Burlington — her 
husband snagged a postdoctoral fellowship at the 
University of Vermont — Vianelli- 
Nixon counts herself lucky to 
have lived in some great craft 
ing communities. Now she 
works four days a 
week behind the 
bright, cheerful 
storefront of Nido, 
a College Street 
fabric and yarn store. 

Peruse the lovingly 
curated shelves there 
and you’ll probably 
stumble on more than 
a few of Vianelli-Nixon’s 


Eve Jacobs-Carnahan, 
Montpelier 

Eve Jacobs-Carnahan, 52, 
got her start knitting as a 
child — first with a pair of 
mittens, then scarves and 
hats. By the time she reached 
college, she was crafting com- 
plicated sweaters. But what 
the seasoned knitter remembers 
more vividly than those early 
projects is the moment, about 15 years 
ago, when she first realized that knittin 


could be more than just producing 
functional clothing: It could be art. 

That realization came when 
Jacobs-Carnahan picked up the 
1996 book Knitting in America: 
Patterns, Profiles, (t Stories of 
America's Leading Artisans . “It 
just blew my mind,” she says, 
remembering being particularly 
struck by a project called “Portrait 
of Alzheimer’s” by fiber artist 
Katharine Cobey. The sculpture 
showed an intricate lace shawl 
that devolved into strange holes 
and shredded wool and silk. 

For Jacobs-Carnahan, who 

the shift to sculpture was "a big 
jump," she says. “It was a big, 
mind-opening experience to see 
somebody making something that 
wasn't clothing.” Then again, she admits she was tired 
of sticking just to functional wares. “1 wanted some - 
thing more,” she says. 

Since then, Jacobs-Carnahan has knitted sculptural 
designs ranging from garden-inspired motifs to large, 
lacy tapestries, many from wool she spun and dyed 
herself. Several sculptures — including a series in 
which knitted hands or mittens figure — allude to knit- 
ting’s traditional role in garments. Some act as political 
commentary; others express frustrations with group 
dynamics or concern for social and environmental 
issues. Most are constructed over an armature of wire 
that gives them a three-dimensional structure. Jacobs- 
Camahan’s work has appeared in exhibits throughout 
the United States and Canada, often along with that of 
other fiber artists. Even so, she says, sculptural knit- 
ting is fairly rare. And that means she’s often looking 
to other forms of art — particularly sculpture in other 
media — for her inspiration. 

In her day job as an assistant attorney general for the 
State of Vermont, Jacobs-Carnahan says, her work is to 
“write and read and analyze and 
work on cases that take years 
to complete.” Knitting, 
she says, gives her an 
outlet that is tangible, 
BHIIl physical and colorful 

diate results. "It lets 
me be creative with 
a different part of 
my brain,” she says. 
“I really need to do 
both, Ihavediscov - 
ered."® 
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THAT'S BRILLIANT! 

Thursday, December 13, 2012 


6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 



Vermont inventors will inspire you with their products created 
specifically for winter use. Enjoy presentations by Vermont Ski 
Safety and the VT Agency of Transportation with their Super 
Tanker Salt Brine truck. 

Quirky, useful, ingenious and fun...THAT'S BRILLIANT! 

Reservations/Tickets call 1.877.324.6386 
$15 per person, $10 for members 
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Giving as good as it gets 



W elcome to the holiday season — and to the Seven Days holiday guide 
to gifts. Every Wednesday during the holidays, we’re o' ering ideas for 
just about everyone on your list. For greater variety, a di“ erent writer weighs in 
each week: same set of recipients, unique presents of mind. (Note: Some of these 
recipients may be fi grnents of our imaginations.) 

And what do we want this year? Just for you to shop local, please and thank you. ® 


THE SHOPPER Tyler Machado, 24 

TOWN Burlington 

JOB Digital Media Manager 


Mom 

Like so many iPad users. Mom loves her device but fi nds 
typing on a touch screen to be kind of a pain. That’s why 
keyboard-case combinations are the perfect iPad accessory. 
This smart hybrid gives you a proper keyboard to make typing 
infi nitely easier — and when you’re not using it, the keyboard 
magnetically attaches to the iPad, doubling as a stylish pro- 
tective case. Later, laptop. $119.99. 


Logite 


Dad 

Pops is a born tinkerer, and he holds his 
own in the kitchen, too. He was born to 
be a homebrewer. Vermont Homebrew 
Supply in Winooski can hook him up 
with everything he needs to turn his 
house into a brewery, from the hardware 
to the hops. Their basic brewing kit has 
all the specialized equipment he needs to 
get started; he’ll have a tasty IPA to call 
his own within weeks. $84.95. 

Brother 

This poor kid is still distraught over 
the National Hockey League lockout. 
His Bruins gear is collectingdust, and 
Tyler Seguin’s goals (and Milan Lucie’s 
brawls) are distant memories. While 
labor unrest will likely mean the can- 
cellation of this year’s NHL schedule, 
at least we’ve got the University of 
Vermont men’s hockey team to pick up 
the slack. The Catamounts have 12 home 
games left this season; I’m bringing Li’l 
Bro to see UVM take on top-ranked 
Boston College on March 8. $15 for chil- 
dren 17 and under, $20 for adults. 


id (3rd Ge 




Best friend 

My bestie is the political-activist type. 
He knows the consequences of foreign 
policy better than any cable-news talk- 
ing head. That’s why I was surprised 
to hear that he hadn’t already read 
which po- 



Grandparents 

In their retirement years, Grandma and Grandpa love collecting art — espe- 
cially works that celebrate how awesome Vermont is. I’m getting them one of 
Kevin Ruelle’s gorgeous, timeless Vermont prints — although I’m having a hard 
time deciding between the "Autumn in Vermont” and “Vermont Apples" faux 
travel posters. At $35 each, maybe I’ll just get both. 


ar” gernerals 
ir troops seems 
re prescient — and terrifying. 
$27.95 hardcover, $17 paperback. 
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Sister 

Instagram had a good run, but let’s get 
real: The billion-dollar app’s allure 
took a hit once Mom started running 
photos through the Earlybird fi Iter. Sis 
is a hip young woman who appreciates 
her analog roots, so is there a better 
accessory to her record player and horn- 
rimmed glasses than analog fi lm? A Holga 

medium-format camera will give her the square form, vignetted edges and 
romantic graininess she’s come to love with faux-vintage smartphone apps, 
but with the serendipity and mystery that only real fi lm can provide. And she Stackings a 
won’t have to scroll through dozens of baby pictures and food shots to use it. available at 


Pet 

My pooch is as adorable and perfect 
as ever, but she’s getting older, which 
means she (or her human) needs to 
make healthier choices. There’s no 
better choice for my best friend on 
four legs than the organic, made- 
in-Vermont treats from Wagatha’s 
dog biscuits. For the holiday season, 
Wagatha’s is o' ering a puppy-per- 
sonalized stocking, fi lied with two 
pounds of biscuits and embroidered 
with her name. I wouldn’t be sad to see 
the stocking replace my winter socks 
as her favorite tug-of-war toy, either. 
$27.50. 
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Last Call 

Extra-special drinks for the end of the world 


A ccording to the Mayan calendar, we have but 
a few weeks until Ithe world as we know it 
screeches to a halt:. The impending dooms- 
day, portal or evollutionary leap for- 
ward — however you care to look at it — gives 
this holiday season particular poignancy. 

Perhaps even urgency. The Mayans’ pre- 
diction gives us an excuse toj indulge in 
everything we love, at least temporarily. 

What would you drink if : it truly 
were the end of the world? V While 
I didn’t pose that exact quesetion to 
a cast of notable culinary-mminded 
Vermonters, I did ask what each will 
be sipping over the next few • weeks. 

Classic options seemed to bebe de 


/ 


Cafe 
feet” 

St. Johnsbury-based musicrian Neko 
is enamored of Artesano me.ead. “It's like a 
really dry white wine made from honey,” she 
explains. “We love it I send :a bunch out for 
Christmas, too.” Case’s answ:r is not wholly 
surprising, made in Groton, .■ Artesano is in 
a roundabout way her Northieast Kingdom 
neighbor. 

If you’re a red-blooded huinter such as 
Gov. Peter Shumlin, you might like to kick 
back with a good beer. In fac:t, the gover- 
nor fa succinct in specifying Biis choice of 
holiday libation: “Hill Farmsiead Edward, 
very cold.” 

Some chefs and mixologirfats I spoke 
with prefer a more layered al approach. 

After all, they think about dr-inks as culi- 
nary creations on par with a pitch-perfect 
entree. Below are some of th the libations 
they’ll be sampling this seas<son — from a 
sparkling cocktail with pear--infused pisco 
(Peruvian grape brandy) to a ruby-red mock- 
tail for a mother-to-be. For y yours truly, it’s all about 
whiskey. 

See you on the other side. 


A French sparkler and red 
Beaujolais 


Last Word 

Andrew Silva, co-owner, Mirabeilles Cafe 
By many accounts, Silva is a cocktail master, and 
one of his favorites fa a drink that emerged at the 
Detroit Athletic Club during 
Prohibition in the 1920s - the 
Last Word. "It fa kind of a 
Holy Grail for a bartender to 
make a drink that has equal 
amounts of all ingredients,” 
he says. “It’s also good with 
i white or a reposado tequila 
instead of the gin.” 


This time of year, lliani gravitates 
toward Renardat-FdcheVindu Bugey- 
Cerdon, a sparkling ose from France’s 
Savoie region; and Worgon from Marcel 
Lapierre. “Two reatons: They're both 
incredibly delicious wines that appeal 
to wine geeks and :ongeeks alike, and 
they’re both vin desoif — juicy, high- 
acid, thirst-quenching wines,” he says. 
“Between cooking, eating and arguing, 
we tend to drain a use or more at our 
family gatherings.” 


ounce green Chartreuse 
ounce Luxardo Maraschino 
ounce fresh lime juice 


Shake with plenty ice and strain 
straight up. 


I FOOD LOVER? 

$ GET YOUR FILLONLINE... 




LISTEN IN ON LOCAL FOODIES... 

BROWSE READER REVIEWS OF 800-*- RESTAURANTS AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/FOOD 
REGISTER TO JOIN 0UP BITE CLUB . i : ■■ » . 1 OUR INBOX 

EACH TUESDAY. 




CELLPHONE AND FIND LOCAL RESTAURANTS BY LOCATION OR 
CUISINE. FIND NEARBY EVENTS. MOVIES AND MORE. 



: GOT A FOOD TIP? FOOD@SEVENDAYSVT.COM z 
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I I BY CORIN HIRSCH & ALICE LEVITT 


New Eats 
in Windsor 


Ever since Windsor Station 
Pub closed late last year, 
residents have bemoaned the 
absence of the casual eatery. 
Earlier this year, chef tood 
Raymond checked out the 
former railroad station as a 
possible locale for his new 
farm-to-table cate. He ended 
up choosing another spot, 
formerly occupied by the No 
Name Cate. 


on another, duck breast or 
filet mignon,” says Raymond, 
who wants to serve ethnic 
and vegetarian fare alongside 
dishes such as rack of lamb 
and a grass-fed-beef burger. 

To that end, Raymond, 
a native of Burlington, has 
been building a network of 
farms: He’ll source meat 
from the Robie Farm in 
Piermont, N.H., and Jersey 
Girls Dairy in Chester, as 
well as chicken and eggs 
from a farm across the river 
in Cornish, N.H. 



If all goes according to 
plan, Raymond will open 
his REDHEAD BISTRO at 131 
Main Street this December, 
promising a welcoming vibe 
and at least 80 percent of 
the fare sourced from local 

Raymond, who used to be 
executive chef for the Upper 
Valley mini-culinary empire 
Blue Sky Restaurant Group, 
says he thought it was time 
to strike out on his own. “I 
wanted to get back to real 
cooking and not just feeding 
the masses,” Raymond says 
of his previous job. 

Now he’s busy planning 
an eclectic yet approachable 
menu based on whatever’s 
fresh, local and available. 
“One day you might see 
spring rolls on the menu, and 


The cate will have an 
open kitchen and a small bar 
serving microbrews and local 
wines, but Raymond confides 
that desserts might become 
the bistro's hallmark. “I have a 
sticky-bun recipe that people 
die for," he says. All pies and 
cakes will be homemade. 

Those eager to try the 
killer baked goods once 
Redhead Bistro opens will 
be able to eat there Tuesdays 
through Saturdays for dinner, 
and Thursdays through 
Saturdays for lunch. 


Crumbs 

LEFTOVER FOOD NEWS 
Chef chris zint has joined the 
staff of the hinesburg public 
house, which is expected to 



Fire, Flesh and Fat 

AN UPDATE ON BURLINGTON'S HEN OF THE WOOD 
Spring 2013 isn’t as far away as it sounded when we 
first reported on the plans for Hen of the Wood at Hotel 
Vermont in September 2011. What was then proposed as 
an April debut is now projected for May 1, says chef and 

What can diners expect at a Burlington sister to 
Warnstedt’s acclaimed Waterbury restaurant, hen 
ofthewoodatthe gristmill? “Things that are primal 
and elemental — fire, flesh, fat — through a modern, 
professional and gracious lens," Warnstedt says. “A 
well-thought-out beverage program 
that follows the same ethical 
guidelines as the food — w 
is organic or biodynamic, 
coming from family 
farmers that take a less 
interventionist approach 
to their craft." One of his 
friends, Warnstedt adds, 
owns a Portland, Ore., 
restaurant called Ned Ludd, ar 
American Craft Kitchen — a i 
that sums up his ideal. “I wish I would 
have thought of that — it says it all." 

To create their own “craft kitchen," 

Warnstedt and co-owner william mcneil have enlisted 
jeremiah church to construct a dome-style oven like 
the ones he helped make for bread and butter farm in 
Shelburne and vergennes laundry as part of Turtlerock 
Masonry Heat ofVermont. They'll also use a wood grill, 
and Warnstedt hopes that most foods coming out of the 
kitchen “will be touched by fire at some point" 

Many of those dishes will star meat, as the restau- 
rant's plan involves whole-animal butchery. The space 
design isn't finalized yet, but Warnstedt would like 
to include a window into one of the coolers to reveal 
hanging carcasses. 

Bar seating and stools set up by the open kitchen 
will add a casual vibe, appropriate to a menu that will 
include small and mid-price plates alongside higher-end 
fare similar to that served at the Waterbury restaurant. 
At the bar, guests can expect “a pretty rad cocktail pro- 
gram that falls in the same line as our food,” Warnstedt 
says. All in line with the urban Hen of the Wood, which, 
Warnstedt promises, will be the restaurant's final 
expansion. He puts it in a nutshell: “It's our style, it's our 
ethics, in the city.” 


open before the end of the 

Zint was most recently 
the chef at the porch in 
Rochester, which closed in 
early October. Before that, 
he helmed the kitchen at 
Warren's pitcher inn. 

As Zint finalizes the 
menu, owner will patten 
says the Public House will 
be the exclusive purveyor of 



Book Your 
'Sfc, Holiday I 'artv 
v 0 Today! 

Full service catering. 

From fun to formal, 
corporate to casual, 
intimate to abnormal, 
we cater it all. 

Local. Affordable. Awesome. 

•S? 802-540-0131 ^ 

info@HaveYourCakeCatering.com 

BUM 


grass-fed Angus beef from 

farm, which is owned by 

PAUL LIST. 

The BASIN HARBOR club has 

a new executive chef: 
Christian kruse, formerly 
executive sous-chef to chef 
rod rehwinkel. Kruse stepped 
in as acting executive chef 





Coming soon for 
the Holidays. .. 

Hawaiian Kona 
£ Yemen Mecca! 


412 PINE ST. BURLINGTON 
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^^^Since 1982 

Where the locals dine ^ 
reservations online or by phone £ 
15 Center St. Burlington 
■■■fi£radailyplancl I S.com 
<.■ - UJI 802 . 862 .9647 


UNCOMMONLY GOOD DINING 
UESDAY-SATURDAY 6-10 PM 


FIDDLE | 


STOP. SHOP. DRINK. 


(802) 583-2800 FOR RESERVATIONS OR TO PLAN YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY 


RESTAURANT 


3209 GERMAN FLATS ROAD WARREN VT 
WWW.COMMONMANRESTAURANT.COM 


BE SOCIAL, 
JOIN THE 
CLUB! 

Social Clubbers like to go out, shop, 
meet new people and win things 
— doesn't everyone? Sign up to get 
insider updates about local events, 
deals and contests from Seven Days. 


sevendays.socialclub 
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House Barrel-Aged 
Negroni 

Chef Rogan Lechthaler, chef/owner, 
Downtown Grocery, Ludlow 
The Negroni, a classic Italian aperitif, 
has always been a favorite of Rogan 
Lechthaler, the chef at Ludlow’s 
Downtown Grocery, “espe- 
cially after a hot night 
in the kitchen,” writes 
his wife and restaurant 
co-owner, Abby. She 
explains that, for Rogan, 
the Negroni's lack of overt 
sweetness counterbal- 
ances “the sugary and 
oversaturated holiday 

Bar manager Matthew 
Farkas offers his own spin 
on his boss' preferred 
cocktail, using a charred 
oak barrel to age the 
Campari and sweet ver- 
mouth for about three 
months so that the drink 
takes on “a richer, more 
complex flavor that hits 
the spot at the end of a 
hectic December day," 

Abby Lechthaler writes. 

It’s a fine excuse for 
northern Vermonters to 
hoof it down to Ludlow 
before December 21. 



GIVES US AN 
EXCUSE TO 


EVERYTHING 
WE LOVE. 


1 part gin (Farkas uses 
Plymouth) 

2 parts barrel-aged 
Campari and sweet 
vermouth* 

Orange twist 
Rosemary sprig (optional) 


Add all ingredients to a glass filled with 
ice, and stir. Serve with orange twist or 
torched rosemary sprig to coax out the 
gin's aromatics. 

•In the absence of Farkas’ barrel-aged 
spirit, use equal parts Campari and ver- 
mouth. (A Negroni is classically one part 
each gin, Campari and sweet vermouth.) 

Mocktail Red No. 1 

Abby Lechthaler 

With a baby on the way, Abby “has found 
a new appreciation for a proper mock- 
tail,” she says. When she's not craving 
chocolate milk, she’s nodding at Farkas 
to fix up her thirst-quenching favorite: 
Mocktail Red No. 1. 


2 ounces pomegranate juice (such as 
POM Wonderful) 

1 ounce fresh-squeezed orange juice 
1 ounce unsweetened cranberry juice 
1/2 ounce Darbo Elderflower Syrup 
Candied Vermont Cranberry Company 
cranberries 


Combine first four in- 
gredients in a shaker 


Lucca V. 

Jason Willet, head 
bartender. Crop Bistro 
et Brewery 

The imaginative cock- 
tail menu at Stowe’s 
Crop Bistro & Brewery 
is filled with such in- 
gredients as maple bit- 
ters, Earl Grey tea and 
hops-infused vodka. 
A counter behind the 
bar is lined with vari- 
ous macerating sub- 
stances, such as hunks 
of pumpkin in a carboy 
of vodka. Somewhere 
back there, too, is the 
bottle of pear-infused 
pisco that bartender 
Jason Valentino taps 
for the Lucca V. 

Pisco is a clear, 
bracing Peruvian grape 
brandy that dates to the 
1500s. When Willet, 
whose wife is Peruvian, gets his hands 
on a bottle, he combines it in another 
vessel with roasted pears and a stick of 
cinnamon. For the Lucca V. — named 
after one of his two sons — he’ll pour 
pisco into an ice-cold martini glass 
and then top it with Prosecco and a 
splash of St-Germain, an elderflower 
liqueur. A sprinkle of cinnamon lends 
the cloudy, almost saketini-like drink 
a festive look. Despite pisco’s state- 
side obscurity, the Lucca V. is “our 
most popular drink,” Valentino says. 
It’s gained a rep via word of mouth. 

You may be hard-pressed to make 
this drink at home, but if you find a 
bottle of pisco, give it a go. 


IT 
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when Rehwinkel left the 
resort earlier this fall. 

The chef who is 
entering his eighth year 
at the resort, first arrived 
there as an intern from 

institute. Now, he says, 
he'll focus on recruiting 
culinary students to work 
in his massive kitchen. 

With the help of 
consultant and former 
NECI vice president 
Paul sorgule, Kruse says 
he hopes to build on 
Rehwinkel's moderniza- 
tion of the kitchen and 
new relationships with 
local farmers. He hints 
that he’ll introduce big 
changes of his own in the 
2013 season. Stay tuned. 


Woodstock's VERMONT 
FARMSTEAD CHEESE COMPANY 
is taking a huge leap 
forward, or rather 
outward. The 2-year-old 
company will debut its 
cheeses in 14 states this 
month, selling them 
outside Vermont for the 
first time. 

VFCC’s cheeses will 
be sold at 200 or more 
stores in New York, 
Massachusetts and 
throughout the South. 
The move comes on the 
heels of more good news: 
VFCC's Governor's 
Cheddar was chosen 
as the top cow’s-milk 
cheddar (aged 12 to 
24 months) at the 


most recent American 
Cheese Society Annual 
Conference. That brings 
to 32 the number of 
awards the company 
has won for 15 of its 17 
cheeses. 

How to account for 
VFCC’s meteoric suc- 
cess? Talented cheese- 
makers play a role, 
certainly, but it’s worth 
noting that VFCC’s 
bovines catch their Zs on 
temperature-controlled 
waterbeds — a growing 
trend in the dairy world. 




2 ounces pear-infused 

Prosecco 
Splash of 
St-Germain 
Cinnamon powder 

Pour pisco into an 
ice-filled cocktail 
shaker and stir tc 
chill. Strain into 
a chilled martini 
glass, then top with 
Prosecco, St-Germain 
and a dash of cinnamon. 


2 ounces whiskey 
(such as Maker’s 
Mark) 

1 ounce Green 
Mountain 
Distillers' Organic 
Maple Liqueur 
1 tablespoon 
cranberry simple 
syrup* 

Dash of citrus bitters 
Ginger beer 


Sticks & Stones 


Whiskey, maple, bitters, 
citrus. This is what I feel like 
imbibing in December. A vein 
of cranberry makes this caramel-hued 
drink refreshing, but don’t let the 
frilly-sounding ingredients fool you; 
it packs a wallop. Sip it by the fire when 
you have nowhere else to go. 


.'op with ginger beer and add 


•To make cranberry simple syrup: In 
a saucepan over low-medium heat, 
combine 1/2 cup each of simple syrup 
and water with 3/4 cup of cranberries 
and simmer for about eight minutes. 
Remove from heat and strain into bowl; 
the syrup is ready to use once cool and 
can be jarred and kept in the refrigera- 
tor for up to two weeks. ® 
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Holiday Baking Needs 

Shop with us for all your - 
Local and Specialty Foods 
K ing Arthur ingredients & mixes d 
a/i , Nitty Gritty Co. flour and mixes "I 
" J Butterworks Farm commeal =| 
. gluten-free baking needs, almond flour = 

local eggs and dairy, candied citron peel J 
vegan marshmallows, sanding sugar and more! ® 
Everything for your cherished U 
holiday recipes! “ 




DAILY SPECIALS 
m / Monthly -VT draft day - $3.00 all day 

Tiii’Mlay - 1/2 price wings and 2.00 Bud Lights 
M t’lliit’siliiy - $2.50 Corona and Corona Light 
Tliiir.Nfhiy - $4.00 House Margaritas 
Sunday - $3.00 Dos XX drafts 


Christmas gift card special offer: 
For every $50.00 spent receive a 
$ 1 0.00 Mexicali Certificate ^ 




Morning After 
Fixin’s. 

Calphalon^B 

STAINLESS STEEL 
One Quart Sauce Pan or 
8" Omelette Pan 



4 " 

'As 


I 72 Church Street, 

I Burlington 
(802) 863-4226 
Hours: Sun 10-6 



Mon-Sat 9-9 

FREE Gift Wrapping 
Wedding Registry 


MO 


www.KissTheCook.net 



Prebook Your 
Holiday Catering 
Today! 

< From , 

family feasts ^ 

I 

-*“■ corporate parties. 


Holiday Special 

1 large 1 -topping pizza, 

6 boneless wings, 

1 apple & 1 cherry turnover, 
and a 2 liter coke product 

$I9.?9 


Heading Downton 

Eons Creative redefines the Vermont food event with a TV-themed fundraiser 


T he oxtail consomme was as 
dark and rich as a night on 
the moors, filled with chunks 
of an ox’s lower half and local 
root vegetables. The other five courses 
included an intermezzo of violet and 
cassis sorbet; filet mignon and lobster 
Wellington with pear-shaped pommes 
William; house-grown baby carrots 
and truffle demi-glace; and a classic 
Charlotte Russe. 

If it sounds like a meal fit for the 
Crawleys of British period drama 
“Downton Abbey,” that was precisely 
the aim of Shawn Calley, executive chef 
at the Essex Culinary Resort & Spa. He’d 
prepared this preview dinner to show 
members of the press and donors what 
to expect at an upcoming opulent event 
at the Essex. 

On January 5, the resort’s atrium 
will be decorated to resemble 1920s 
Yorkshire for a Vermont Public 
Television fundraiser called VPT’s 
Experience Inspired by Downton Abbey. 
It’s not solely about food: Scenic design, 
a soundscape and about 100 people 
will be involved in creating what event 
planner Michael Ellenbogen calls “a 
360-degree experience.” 

Manchester resident Ellenbogen and 
his wife, Carolina, have teamed up with 
Chuck Bongiorno, VPT’s major-gifts 
director, and his team to design this 
fundraiser unlike any previously staged 
in Vermont. While it won’t be cheap, the 
event has attracted interest from deep- 
pocketed “Downton Abbey” fans well 
beyond VPT’s viewing area. 

The Ellenbogens — Michael is 
a filmmaker, Carolina a painter — 
incorporated as Eons Creative in the 
fall of 2011, just after the newlyweds 
settled in southern Vermont. Michael, 
a University of Vermont grad, had 
worked in the motion-picture industry 
in New York City for 20 years; one 
of his jobs involved distribution 
strategy for the 2001 film Gosford 
Park, which was scripted by Julian 
Fellowes, future creator of “Downton 
Abbey." But in the past decade Michael 
Ellenbogen expanded into another 
sector of entertainment — what he calls 
experiential marketing. 

That means marketing through 
grand, immersive events of the sort most 
of us only see when Donald Trump’s 



charges create them on NBC’s “The 
Apprentice." But Eons Creative may 
upstage even the Donald with its plush 
plans to raise funds for VPT. 

“Where I stand, events are another 
form of entertainment production,” 
Ellenbogen says. “They have to be more 
than simply dinner and drinks and music 
and a charitable donation. They have to 
have life for me to feel good about it.” 

Ellenbogen first connected with 
Bongiorno when he sought permission 
to show episodes of "Downton 
Abbey” to preview an event he was 
considering staging at the Wilburton 
Inn in Manchester Village. That quickly 
morphed into the idea of a gala to create 
buzz about the American premiere of 
the much-anticipated third season of the 
historical soap opera. 

Ellenbogen was fresh off his first 
Vermont event, a February 2012 Oscar 
party that combined red-carpet dress 
and pomp with a culinary competition 
called the HotChocolate Society. He 
produced his first chocolate-focused 
cooking contest by that name in New 
York City in 2009. “One aspect of the 
experience is to introduce people to fine 
chocolates,” Ellenbogen says. 

HotChocolate Society competitions 
include savory chocolate-based dishes, 
too. In Manchester, chefs donated entries 


in both sweet and savory categories to 
benefit the local Meals on Wheels and 
were awarded prizes in both, as well as 
an audience award. Attendees competed 
for their own prizes for the most Oscar- 
glam outfits. 

Ellenbogen hopes to expand his line 
of chichi culinary competitions around 
the state, but the "Downton Abbey” 
event is more than one gut-busting meal. 
When VPT, Eons and the Essex began 
talks, the idea was simply to pass hors 
d’oeuvres at a screening at the Essex 
Cinemas on January 5, a day before 
anyone else in North America would see 
Episode 1 of Season 3. 

That plan grew to include a six- 
course plated dinner, a vintage farmers 
market supplied with small bites and 
a second day of events, including a 
cooking demonstration of period 
dishes and Sunday brunch. So thorough 
is the Downton dining experience, 
Toronto blogger Pamela Foster will 
attend and give a talk entitled “Great 
Food Has a History.” Foster's website, 
downtonabbeycooks.com, is known as 
ground zero for aficionados when they 
seek information about the teas and beef 
Wellingtons served on the series. 

Not everyone who buys one of the 
900 tickets to the event will get a taste 
of every option. Ellenbogen, along with 





food 


VPT and Jim Glanville, vice president 
and general manager of the Essex, are 
planning an unabashedly luxurious 
event. Only couples who donate in the 
$625 “Diamond” range or higher will 
partake of every meal. (Ticket prices 
for two go up to $1500, the “Earls & 
Countesses” stratum.) A cocktail recep- 
tion, gift bag and a pair of tickets to the 

theater — where viewers will hear 
Downton’s kitchen bells clang on 124 
speakers — will set a couple back $140. 

According to Bongiorno, 73 
packages have been sold so far, 
meaning 146 individuals will attend. 
It may not sound like much, but he 
says the pace of sales is picking up as 
VPT re-airs previous seasons of the 
show, during which tickets are offered 
as premiums for donations. And not 
all the attendees will be Vermonters. 
"I'm getting calls from beyond the 
state," Bongiorno says. “We have folks 
from Florida coming, folks from Ohio 
coming, and Montreal.” 

Are the buyers going for high-roller 
donations — which include an overnight 
at the Essex and a private footman — or 
more modest deals? $o far, Bongiorno 
says, they’re split about 50/50. 

As long as “Downton” fans are 
shelling out, they may as well go for the 
$225 “Ruby” level. That second-from- 
bottom tier grants them access to the 
Arcade & Culinary Experience, set in the 
Essex’s large atrium where weddings 
and special buffets take place. 

And it promises to be an experience, 
indeed. $tudents from Champlain 
College are creating sound bridges for 
each room to provide a hint of "Downton 
Abbey” everywhere guests walk, 
complete with the noise of cars and 
horses drivingup atthe entrance and the 
din from the kitchen and its population 
of scullery maids. 

UVM scenic designer and professor 
Jeffrey Modereger and his students will 
transform the atrium into a bustling 
downtown in rustic 1920s Yorkshire. 
Calley, who is planning each menu with 
the help of food and beverage director 
Arnd Sievers, has created small bites 
to fill re-creations of period shops. 
The vegetable sellers will serve cold 
salads and miniature patties of fried, 
chopped veggies traditionally known as 
Bubble and Squeak. House charcuterie 
will populate the butcher shop, while 
a Russian fish pie known as salmon 
coulibiac will be among the offerings 
from the fishmonger. 

The inspiration for such dishes comes 
from famed 19th-century chef Auguste 
Escoffier, whose Le Guide Culinaire 
assisted Calley in creating a series of 


period-appropriate menus for the 
January weekend. “I didn't want to do a 
whole bunch of tilings no one would have 
seen in that time period. I wish I could 
just study food, but I have a few other 
things to do in my life,” says the chef, who 
bears more than a passing resemblance to 
Brendan Coyle, the actor who plays Lord 
Grantham’s valet, Bates. “I opened my 
Escoffier and Larousse [Gastronomique, 
a definitive 1938 French cookbook] and 
started reading a lot of that.” 



Some of the food will be donated. 
King Arthur Flour has agreed to supply 
Calley and his executive pastry chef, 
Perrin Williams, with all the flour 
necessary for their savory en-croute 
dishes, as well as for the English-style 
dessert puddings, homemade breads and 
croissants that will fill the arcade bake 
shop. Calley is also hoping to hear from 
a local cheesemaker about supplying the 
cheese shop. 

Numerous businesses have signed on 
to help raise money for VPT while getting 
their names out to big spenders, but 
Ellenbogen says such sponsorships aren’t 
crucial to the success of the event. “We’re 
not relying on donations. We’re having a 
beautiful event one way or another,” he 
says. “As the time is passing, more and 
more is being sponsored. The more that’s 
sponsored, the more successful this will 
be as a fundraiser for VPT.” 

Bongiorno says that if the event sells 


out, it will raise between $25,000 and 
$30,000 to keep Big Bird and “Downton 
Abbey” alike on the Vermont airwaves. 
“We were surprised by the lack of 
interest from some sponsors,” he admits. 
"Had those come in, we would have been 
looking at a much higher net.” 

One day before the November preview 
dinner, Whistlepig Straight Rye Whiskey 
signed on as a sponsor. It will fit right 
into a weekend that includes a whiskey 
nosing and tasting with Brian McQueenie 
of Ouidram, a Quebec whiskey-tasting 
company. Guests will also sample 
cocktails by mixologist Charlotte Voisey, 
who was featured last year in a section 
of the People magazine Emmy preview 
called "Downton the Hatch.” 

The fundraiser will have nonfoodie 
facets, too. Guests will dresstoimpress for 
a period fashion competition judged by 
historical textile expert Karen Augusta. 
UVM students will give presentations 
on specific historical aspects of 
the television show. The National 
Gardening Association is donating 
flowers for period displays. And, to 
ensure that lords and ladies know how 
to behave at a formal function, Anna Post 
of die Emily Post Institute will teach 
etiquette lessons and test guests on 
whether they know which one is really 
the salad fork. 

Even if the funds raised don’t meet 
VPT's expectations, a heightened 
blogging and social-media buzz around 

potential donors. A month and a half 
before VPT’s Experience, its own 
Facebook page had 134 likes. According 
to Bongiorno, the event’s Twitter account 
has also been "extremely active” with 
between 15 and 20 messages each day. 

For his part, Ellenbogen says he’ll 
continue to organize lavish events, but 
he is learning that Vermonters aren’t 
just looking for a taste of the high-end 
affairs popular in Manhattan. “Vermont 
is very much about community. We feel 
it's kind of important to become part of 
that community. We don’t want to just 
stay on the luxury end,” he says. "I don't 
think it’s possible or desirable to live in 
that atmosphere alone.” 

Though he's not ready to reveal 
what’s next for Eons Creative after the 
2013 HotChocolate Society competition, 
Ellenbogen has a hint: It will revolve 
around a "green” concept, with food, 
music and “a lot of exercise.” Perhaps 
the event will attract those to the manor 
born and the help alike. ® 




for the holidays! 


Lunch V Dinner V Sunday Brunch 
27 Bridge St, Richmond 
Tues-Sun • 434-3148 



HALL HOME PLACE 


A 

i 


ICE CIDER 
HOLIDAY 
SPECIAL 

Tasting Sat 12/1 
& Sun 12/2 «12-4pm 

Free Samples of each 
of our blends paired with 


SEVERAL DISCOUNT 
SPECIALS OFFERED! 


4445 Main St., Isle La Motte, 928-3091 

Located at South End Cafe, 4.5 mi. from the causeway 

hallhomeplace@fairpoint.net 


“BEST JAPANESE DINING” 
SAVEUR MAGAZINE 



&AM 6AI 


JAPANESE CUISINE 

1 1 2 Lake Street 
Burlington 

862-2777 

OPEN SEVEN DAYS 
FROM 1 1 AM 

Chef-owned and operated. 
Largest downtown parking lot 
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WED. 28 


KEII Ey Mar KEting M EEting : marketing, adver- 
tising. communications, social media and design 
professionals brainstorm ideas for local nonprof- 
its over breakfast Room 217. ireland building. 
Champlain College, burlington, 7:45-9 a.m. f ree. 
info, 865-6495. 


iciEtyM EEting 


comedy 

8-10 p.m. $7 suggested donation, info. 373-4703. 

community 

and own place setting, info, 759-2598. 

conferences 

no KiD IE ft B Ehin D syMposiu M: goat farmers, 
processors, distributors, chefs, development-agen- 
cy employees and marketers discuss how to create 
a viable meat-goat industry in the state. Noble 
hall. Vermont College of f ine Arts, montpelier. 

9 a.m.-noon. f ree. info. 535-4110, shirley® 


crafts 

6-9 p.m. free. info. 264-9687. 6 


environment 

EnErgy-Effici Ency foru M: Efficiency Vermont 


6:30-8?30 p.m.7ree. info. 888^921-5990. h 


film 

'all in onE h an O': Richard bidnick — a leading 
scholar on piano concertos for the left hand — pres- 
ents this documentary based on the one-armed 

info. 223-3338. 

sustaina 81 Ef il M sEri Es: The award-winning 


p.m. free, info, 728-1677. e P 
't hEinvisi 81 EWar' : This documentary from 
oscar-nomlnated filmmaker Kirby Dick exposes the 
underreported story of the epidemic of rape within 
the u.s. military, A discussion follows. Livak Room, 
Davis Center, uVm. burlington, 7-9 p.m.f ree. info. 
863-2345. ext. 8. 

food & drink 

can Dy-can E-Ma King D EMonstration . Watch 

ter.info, 253-9591. * 8 


games 

9587, dfelcan®yahoo.com. 


health & fitness 

humans part with life-sustaining pints, moose Club, 
s t. Johnsbury, noon-5: 30 p.m. f ree. i nfo, 658-6400, 
ext 3244. 

Ja DE JEnny : The founder of Champlain Valley 
Crossfit shares his experience and passion for 
health and fitness, perry hall, Champlain College, 
burlington, 7 p.m. f ree. info, 865-6490. 

MEDitation & Discussion : powerful energies 
arise from this participant-led session, which 
chases 30 minutes of meditation with a brief read- 
ing and discussion, inspired yoga s tudios. Jay. 7-8 
p.m. Donations accepted, info, 988-0449. 


f innefrock inspires health, fitness, and exploration 
burlington, 6:45-8 p.m. $13. info. 522-3691. 


f ree. preregister. info. 658-3659. 

Enos Burg playgroup : Children and their adult 
caregivers immerse themselves in singing and 

10-11:30 a.m. free, info, 527-5426! 8 

free, info, 527-5426. * 


WED.28 » p.54 
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youc ^An Also cm Ait us At calendar©sevendaysvt.com^ ^ 
specific loc Ation. time, cost Andcont Act phone number. 


- r --- Andotherf Actors,cl i 

- :l Assorg Anizersm Ay be Asked to purch Ase A cl Ass listing 



DEC. II THEATER 


Bear 

Witness 


In November 2008, 
Californians voted in favor 
of Proposition 8, which 
stripped gays and lesbians of 
their existing right to marry. 
Three months later, Dustin 
Lance Black won an Academy 
Award for his screenplay of 
Milk, based on the life of 
openly gay politician Harvey 
Milk, who inspired Black 
before he himself came out. 

In his acceptance speech, 
Black vowed to take a stand 
for the LGBT community 
— and he kept his word. 
Written in response to 
the federal trial Perry 


v. ouiwurzenegger. 

Black’s play “8” sheds light on court 
procedures and the hearts of those involved. 
Richard Waterhouse directs a staged reading 
of this monumental work. 


Words with Purpose 



NOV. 28 1 TALKS 


Esteemed 

Dominican American 
writer Julia Alvarez is 
known for immersing 
readers in the culture of 
her homeland. However, 
she admits that despite 
its proximity, "Haiti is like 
a sister I’ve never known.” 
That began to change when 
she befriended Piti, a young 
man from that country, 
some years ago. Alvarez 
reads from her most 
recent book, A Wedding 
in Haiti: The Story of 
a Friendship, which 
details her trip from 
Vermont for Piti’s 
nuptials and her 
return a year later in the aftermath of 
the earthquake. Following the reading 
Alvarez discusses Border of Lights, a 
collective initiative to commemorate 
the often-overlooked Haitian Massacre, 
which inspired her novel In the Time of 
the Butterflies. 





THE MOREAU HORRORS 


NOV. 29 -DEC. II THEATER 

Mad Science 


A Twist 
on Tradition 


Given its isolated location on the northernmost 
part of Nova Scotia, Cape Breton Island holds on to 
its history — most notably the Gaelic language and 
fi ddle music introduced by Highland Scots in the 
fi rst half of die 19th century. Havinggrown up in one 
of the island’s rural communities, fi ddler, singer and 
acclaimed step dancer Natalie MacMaster brings the 
sounds of her roots to those of bluegrass, pop and 
jazz. Called “the most dynamic performer in Celtic 
music to da/’ by the Boston Herald, MacMaster 
performs tunes from the genre, along widi 
traditional carols, in “Christmas in Cape Breton.” 

NATALIE MACMASTER 

House with special guests Kum Hattin Choir. $3^58. 

Info. 748-2600. bfoperahouse.com 

Also Wednesday. December 5.7:30 p.m.. at the Flynn 

MainStage in Burlington. S1S-42. Info. 863-5966. 


H .G. Wells’ The Island of Dr. Moreau features a wild cast of characters — many of them 
animal-human hybrids from" mad experiments — ruled by the doctor who created them. 
The science-fi ction classic examines the distinction between man and beast, and the 
implications of trying to control the natural world.The Saints & Poets Production Company puts 
a new twist on this time-tested tale with The Moreau Horrors. Inspired by horror movies'of the 
1920s and '30s, and Roger Corman’s later low-budget B movies, Burlington writer-director Seth 
Jarvis creates an irreverent musical comedy that includes human actors, video and puppetry. 
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SPA SERVICE SALE 

30% OFF 3 or more services! 


TIRED OF 
CAR REPAIRS? 

We ca/i fix. that/ 

CONNECTINGCOMMUTERS.ORG 








~ 1 YCAH~ 
OLDS & 4 
YEAR OLDS 


classrooms: 


POPULAR DEMAND- 

— " “ hi la have opened 
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that promotes «e«ness 
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Greed Holiday Gifts! 

TEACHERS • GRANDPARENTS • FRIENDS • CO-WORKERS 
V instruction always available 

Jead-frazy. 


f _ PHYSICAL THERAPY 
d kids & FITNESS 

www.edgevt.com 

Essex 879-7734 ext. 131 alexandrad@edgevt.com 


in person: 

153 Main St., Burlington 
by phone: 

802-86-FLYNN, v/relay 
online: www.flynntix.org 

REGIONAL BOX OFFICE 

DECEMBER 2012 

12/1 SAT "The Moreau Horrors" (12/1, 12/6-8) © Main Street Landing Black 
Box Theatre 

12/1 SAT The One-stop Dance Tramp Family Band Tour (12/1-2) © FlynnSpace 

12/1 SAT Vermont Symphony Orchestra: “Masterworks 2” © Flynn MainStage 

12/1 SAT Bella Voce Holiday Concert (12/1-2) © First Baptist Church 

12/1 SAT SABROSO © Champlain Valley Exposition, Essex Junction 

12/2 SUN Nebraska Theatre Caravan: “A Christmas Carol” © Flynn MainStage 

12/2 SUN The Vermont Choral Union @ The Cathedral Church of Saint Paul 

12/5 WED Natalie MacMaster: “Christmas in Cape Breton” © Flynn MainStage 

1 2/5 WED Vermont Stage Company: "Winter Tales” (1 2/5-9) © FlynnSpace 

12/6 THU "Menopause the Musical” (12/6-7) @ Flynn MainStage 

12/6 THU Cosmic Wine Tasting © BCA Firehouse Gallery 

12/7 FRI Atlantic Brass Quintet © UVM Recital Hall 

12/8 SAT Vermont Symphony Orchestra Holiday Pops @ Flynn MainStage 

12/9 SUN Vermont Youth Orchestra: "Orchestrapalooza" © Flynn MainStage 

12/13 THU Lost Nation Theater in David Budbill’s "Two for Christmas" (12/13-15) 

@ FlynnSpace 

12/14 FRI Orianna Singers @ College Street Congregational Church 

12/15 SAT “Peter and the Woir (12/15-16) @ Main Street Landing Black Box Theatre 


FLYMMTi\ 



LET NECTAR’S GIVE YOU A HAND TRANS ITIONING^ 
FROM ALL BUSINESS TO ALL PLEASURE 

with some DUCK FAT FRIES, perfectly paired 
WITH A CAN OF BLUE MOON BEER 
AND SOME GREAT MUSIC! 


SNOWBOARD 

AT NECTARS 
I RICHMOND MARKET 
RTE 7 LIQUOR & DELI 
SHELBURNE 


12/15 SAT Vermont's Own “Nutcracker" (12/15-16) @ Flynn MainStage 


12/1 5 SAT Vermont Youth Orchestra Chorus and Concert Chorale 
@ Elley-Long Music Center, Colchester 



1 2/1 5 SAT Northern Bronze Handbell Ensemble: "Noels by Bells" ©All Souls 
Interfaith Gathering, Shelburne 

12/20 THU Flynn Show Choirs: Teens, Selects, and Juniors (12/20-21) © FlynnSpace 
12/20 THU FlynnArts: An Evening o( Cabaret (12/20-21) @ FlynnSpace 
12/23 SUN Moo Jew Comedy (12/23-24) © North End Studios 
12/26 WED Broadway National Tour: “West Side Story” (12/26-27) 

© Flynn MainStage 

12/30 SUN Bernie Worrell Orchestra © Club Metronome 


“A CHRISTMAS CAROL" 12/2 


“TWO FOR CHRISTMAS" 12/13-15 


COMING SOON . 


Ariel Quartet • "Girls Nile Out: Love, Loss and What I Wore" • Burlington Civic Symphony: 
A Night at the Pops • Sesame Street Live! • Snoe.down 2013 featuring moe. 


HE SAID WHAT? 

For breaking local news 
and political commentary, 
go straight to the source: 



on 

message 

VERMONT'S POLITICS & NEWS BLOG 
sevendaysvt.com/blogs 


www.flynnHx.org | 802-86-FLYNN 






© I O'BRIENS 

| AVEDA INSTITUTE 

HOLIDAY SPA EVENT 

Wednesday, December 12 th 

3:00 to 6:00 PM 


$20 per person includes: 

• 2 express services 

• 20% off retail purchases 

• Discount Gift Cards 

• Holiday refreshments 


• and a goody bag! 



1475 Shelburne Rd South Burlington, VT 

www.obriensavedainstitute.org 
or by phone at 802.658.9591 xl 
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CALL FOR FLOATS f 


MS* 


BE PART OF THE LARGEST CARNIVALE 
CELEBRATION IN THE NORTHEAST WHILE 
RAISING MONEY FOR A GREAT CAUSE! 


SS5 


W* 


GRAND PRIZS 
FOR BIST FLOAT! 


a 


FOR MORE INFO VISIT: 

MAGICHAT.NET/MARDIGRAS 

s.wJUT” 8 ** SEVE ~^- ©u** Wi'zbf 


GIVE EXCELLENT 
THIS YEAR 


LET’S MAKE 
EXCELLENT 
HAPPEN. 


&r\ ?». 




FREE GIFT 


with any purchase 



Ask our Fit Specialists about 
finding the perfect gift. 


New Balance Williston Maple Tree Pia 
802-288-9090 | newbalancewilliston.com 
Hours: Mon-Fri 10-6 I Sat 10-7 | Sun 11-5 







harmony style with the Barre Tones. Vermont 
College of Fine Arts, Montpelier, 1:30 p.m. & 4:30 
pm Free. Info. 505-9595. 

LE VENT DU NORD: The acclaimed folk foursome of 

perform both traditional and original compositions. 
Dibden Center for the Arts. Johnson state College, 

7 p.m. $25: free for students with JSC ID. Info. 

MONTPELIER COMMUNITY GOSPEL CHOIR: 

See SAT. 01. Bethany Church, Montpelier, 4 p.m. 
Donations, Info. 778-0881. 

SUNY PLATTSBURGH gospel CHOIR: This dy- 
namic 65-member group welcomes special guest 
Champlain Valley Voices in ‘Soulful Christmas 
2012,* which includes an adaptation from Handel's 
-Messiah.* SUNY Plattsburgh, N.Y., 4 p.m. $5-15: 
free for kids under 5. Info, 518-564-2704. 

SCRAG MOUNTAIN MUSIC: SPEKTRAL QUARTET: 
See FRI. 30. Montpelier City Hall Auditorium, 
Montpelier. 4 p.m. Donations. Info. 496-7166. 


THE LISTENING ROOM SERIES: GREGORY 








Gift Idea#... 






open 7 de 

www.cheshirecatdc 

whinnied cluck ! | ., 

Saturde 


Holiday Cvgnts! 

City Center, Montpelier 

llam-3pm: Free Horse Drawn Wagon Rides 
llam-lpm: Free Cookie Decorating Demo 

3pm: Santa Conies to the Capital City 


IpecfellY Megts 
Avgilgble for the 

tfoIidgVs! 

8e sure to place vour specialty Meat order 

w oece Mber ig*; 

• Locally raided beef. priMe rib and tenderloin 
• Locally raided laMb leg. loin cbop%, 
rib racfcj? and fre$>h and */woked ViaM% 

• Local all natural free-range Miety Knoll turkeys 

• Wild or organically famed <$alMon b\Atb 
• Specialty poultry (pheasant, quail, duck, goo-^e, grouse) 

• FTe^h %tiellfi‘=>Vi and lobster 


Make your holiday Meals extra special with locally raided Meats, 
local produce and hand-crafted baked goods froM "The coop/ 


Open 8*M-8pM everyday 
fcab stone Cutter* Way. Montpelier, VT 
802.aab.8000 www.hungerMountain.coop 
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The Marilyn Straight leg in an 
ultra-soft corduroy fabric that's 
perfect for the season, 
look and feel one size smallerl 


^DO^Jj 


27 State Street, Montpelier, VT 
802.229.2367 • adornvt.com_ 


Gifts kids love 
For FUN indoors 
and outdoors! 



holidays 

WINTER HOLIDAYS Pj 
MADRIGAL SINGERS: 


. Mary Babcock Ele 


ell'Moge 


THE CHAMPLAIN ECHOES: 


coed ADULT doogeball: Players break a sweat 







community 

WELLNESS & RESILIENCE PROGRAM COMMUNITY 

Talk About Wellness, presents ’Educating from 



food & drink 

THE PENNYWISE PANTRY: HOLIDAY EDITION: 






kids 

CREATIVE TUESDAYS: Artists engage their imagi- 
nations with recycled crafts. Kids under 10 must 
be accompanied by an adult Fletcher Free Library. 
Burlington. 3-5 p.m. Free. Info. 865-7216. 

6 are rewarded with tales, crafts and activities. 
Fairfax Community Library. 9:30-10:30 a.m. Free. 
Info. 849-2420. 

HIGHCATE STORY HOUR: See WED.28. 10-11 a.m. 
music WITH ROBERT: Music lovers of all ages 
join sing-alongs with Robert Resnik. Fletcher 
Free Library, Burlington, 11-11:30 a.m. Free, Info, 

RICHFORD PLAYGROUP: Rug rats let their hair 
down for tales and activities. Cornerstone Bridges 
to Life Community Center. Richford. 10-11:30 am 
Free. Info. 527-5426. 

THE BOAT?: Curious minds explore the properties 
of different objects and test their theories with 
self-designed tinfoil boats. ECHO Lake Aquarium 
and Science Center/Leahy center for Lake 
Champlain, Burlington. 11 a.m. Regular admis- 
sion. $9.50-12.50: free for kids 2 and under. Info. 

williston STORY HOUR: Youngsters ages 3 to 5 
gather for entertaining tales and creative projects. 
Dorothy Ailing Memorial Library, Williston, 11 a.m. 
Free. Info. 878-4918. 

language 

FRENCH CONVERSATION GROUP: Beginner-to- 

linguistics — en fiancDis. Halvorson's upstreet 
Cafe Burlington. 4:30-6 p.m. Free. Info. 540-0195. 
PAUSE-CAFE FRENCH CONVERSATION: 
Francophiles of all levels speak the country's 
language at a drop-in conversation. Mr. Crepe, 
Burlington. 6:30 p.m. Free. Info. 540-0195. 

CATAMOUNT winter concert: Attendees take a 
mid-day break and listen to David Neiweem direct 
the UVM Catamount Singers in this annual perfor- 
mance. St Paul's Cathedral, Burlington. 12:15-1 p.m. 
Free: bring bag lunch. Info, 864-0471. 

green mountain men's chorus open 

REHEARSALS: Looking to lift spirits through 
music? The singing group welcomes new voices for 

St Francis Xavier School. Winooski. 7-9 p.m. Free. 


COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCE FULL PROFESSOR 
lecture series: John Jing-hua Yin of the depart- 








Catering quality 
at deli prices. 


Imaginative appetizers and tinger-foods 
for a festive cocktail party, or a complete 
dinner for you and your guests. 

We make everything here, 
and we're passionate about our 
fresh ingredients. Call or visit 
our website for more. 



SSSSSj 


M-Sa 8-8 / Su 8-7 / Shelburne Village / 985-8520 / shelbumesupermarket.com 


| 

I 


CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF ARTISTIC 
J- UW INSPIRATION, DISCOVERY & PASSION! 


THE CHRISTMAS REVELS 

AN IRISH CELEBRATION OF THE WINTER SOLSTICE 


THU-SUN DEC 13-16 



Climb aboard the Glenna Troy as a group of hopeful emigres create 

Christmas at sea. Featuring a spirited ceilidh band, all-ages 
chorus, storytellers, step dancers — and all the usual Revels magic! 
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HAPP^ HObXDAQS! 


WANT TO SAVE A FEW BUCKS 
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON? 

Famous label off-price 
clothing for Men, Women and Teens... 

If at DEEP, DEEP DISCOUNTS! X 


Some Restrictions Apply 
Ask For Details 


The Forget-Me-Not Shop 

Route IS • John son, Vermont • 802-635-2335 

1 1/2 miles West of die Village • Open 7 days a week; 10am-7pm 


music 

NATALIE MACMASTER: CHRISTMAS IN CAPE 
BRETON': Hailed as 'the most dynamic performer 



seminars 

PARENTING WORKSHOP: WHEN PARENTING 






sport 


talks 



GEORGE JAEGER: This distinguished veteran dip- 




theater 

on-air signals and applause signs, a Foley artist 
and five actors transport audiences back in time 
to a 1940s broadcast studio, bringing Frank Capra's 
classic to life, Montpelier City Hal I Auditorium, 7 
p.m. $10-15: free for kids under 12 with accompany- 
ing paying adult; for ages 6 and up. Info, 229-0492. 
PLAY ON' auditions: The Middlebury Community 
players hold auditions for their February 2013 pro- 
duction of Rick Abbot's hilarious 'play within a play’ 
comedy. Callbacks set for December 8. Town Hall 
Theater, Middlebury. 7 p.m. Free. Info. 382-9222. 
RINGING DOWN THE CURTAIN': Students per- 
form top works from theater and dance classes. 
Hartman Theatre, Myers Fine Arts Building, SUNY 
Plattsburgh. N,Y,.7-9p.m. Free. lnfo.518-S64-3095. 
WINTER TALES': Conceived and directed by Mark 
Nash, this holiday tradition of fresh stories and 
songs brings light to the season's dark days with 

Burlington, 7:30 p.m. $24.30-27. Info. 863-5966. 

BURLINGTON WRITERS WORKSHOP MEETING: 

See WED.28, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

DECEMBER book SALE: Lovers of the written word 
peruse hundreds of titles. All proceeds benefit 



m 


LIST YOUR UPCOMING EVENT HERE FOR FREE! 

All submissions are due in writing at noon on the 
Thursday before publication. Find our convenient form at 
sevendaysvt.com/postevent. 

You can also email us at calendar@sevendaysvt.com. 
to be listed, you MUST include the name of event, a brief 
description, specific location, time, cost and contact 
phone number. 

CALENDAR EVENTS IN SEVEN DAYS: 

Listings and spotlights are written by Carolyn Fox and Courtney 
Copp. Seven Days edits for space and style. Depending on cost and 
other factors, classes and workshops may be listed in either the 
Calendar or the Classes section. When appropriate, class organizers 
may be asked to purchase a Class listing. 









Fresh. 

Filtered. 

Free. 


Craving weekday news? Find out what’s 
percolating today. Sign up to receive our 
house blend of local headlines served up 
in one convenient email: 



SEVEN DAYS 


Vintage Inspired 


Lifestyle 


Marketplace 


180 FLYNN AVE. BURLINGTON. VT • 802.488.5766 

Antiques • Curious Goods • Art • Treasures 

All That glitters trunk s v hqw 

Thursday, Dec. 13, 5-8pm 

Jewelry Show featuring Antique and Craftsman Jewelry: Perfect for Holiday Giving! 
Mon-Sat 1 0-5. Sun 1 2-4 • vintageinspired.net 


B 


ARLINGTON 

SUBARU @ 


Saturday 12/1, ll am - 4 pm 

at Burlington Subaru 
351 Shelburne Road 
Burlington, VT 



Event! 


Get pre-approved to adopt! Applications at chittendenhumane.org 


WHEN YOU'RE 
EXPECTING A BABY, 

insist on experienced, supportive, personalized care. 


When you’re expecting a new baby or planning a pregnancy, 
you need skilled, comprehensive care. The area’s longest- 
established obstetrics team, we offer complete services, from 
preconception care to delivery. And we customize your care 
to your needs and preferences, inducting natural childbirth, 
water birth and alternatives to drugs and epidural. Our 
obstetricians also actively support you throughout your 
labor, not just the delivery, and only intervene when it’s 
absolutely necessary. For the compassionate, individualized 
care you and your baby deserve, call us today. 

Caring, convenient & affordable 

• Experienced, board-certified specialists 

• Caring, dedicated physicians & staff • Flexible scheduling 

• Most insurance accepted & filed • Convenient location 


C/ut/rLMdi/L 

/OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY 55 Main Street, Suite 3 

Experienced, comprehensive d* cornpaaionau care that puts you fint. Essex Junction 

Call (802) 879-1802 orvisitwww.ChamplainObGyn.com 




classes 


THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 
ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CUSS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS $13.7S/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CUSS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 



CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSES — 
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Velvet- Michael -Stars - Lilia P 
Seven for all Mankind-Paige-Denim 
Citizens of Humanity-Theory* Vince* AG 
Janice Girardi* Longchamp-Liebeskind 
Free People • UGG • Joie -Hobo 
Alex & Ani* Joe's Jeans -Dogeared -Pistil 
Hard Tail Forever- Autumn Cashmere 
Splendid -Ella Moss- Prana and more! 


1800 Mountain Ro 


. VI 05672 



CREATIVE ENTRIES | GLUTEN-FREE | CRAFT BEERS | GAME ROOM |l!©l' 


1 Best Apri! Ski 
deal in town: 



1 2 slices & a beer* 
$6.50 *PBR 


iJRI pH 

1 2 slices & a soda 



$5.50 



/ 


7^ •C.'C* tol 4 


PIZZERIA & LOUNGE 


LIVE MUSIC: 
Sat. 12/1: RUSTY SOULS 
Sat. 12/8: TALL GRASS 


LUNCH | TAKE-OUT | ONLINE ORDERING | DELIVERY | PIECASSO.COM 


For more information, visit: 

GOSTOWE.COM 



580 Mountain Rd., Stowe, VT 05672 
Skiershop.com I 800-996-8398 


Estate & Custom Jewelers 

The I ermont Diamond Snowflake Collection Also Available with Colored Gems 

91 MAIN STREET, STOWE VILLAGE • 802-253-3033 
WWW.FERROJEWELERS.COM 

stowe@ferrojewelers. com 
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Own$ag! 



Reusable bags make great gifts & can 
be used instead of wrapping paper! 


eswair.Mij.FA.^Bi 


PICTURE 

THIS! 


IS /* 

re View 

ART WORKS, WALKS O WORDS 

Plan your visual 
art adventures 
with our Friday 
email bulletin. 


Subscribe today! 

sevendaysvt.com/review 


classes 


THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 
ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS $13.75/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCUSS. 







Personalised 
with your photos 
Prices start at just $9.99 


iPhone cases. Bags, Coasters, 
Mugs, Bookmarks, Magnets, 
Scarves, Stationery & Much More! 


www.thephotogarden.com 


Join 


Call today to register 
for this free program 

1.866.9S5.9999 

or register on-line 

MSActlveSourceEvents.com 


MSActive’ 

Source 


Learn about a 
Non-Interferon Treatment 
for Relapsing MS 

learning about Multiple Sclerosis (MS) is es- 
sential to managing its symptoms. Join us as MS 
specialists present the science behind MS, current 
therapies, and insight into managing the disease. 

Wednesday, December 5, 2012 

Registration: 6:00 PM - 6:30 PM 
Program: 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM 

Hilton Burlington Hotel 

60 Battery Street 
Burlington, VT 05401 

Featuring: 

Ann C. Cabot, DO 
Ryan Kaplan, MS Advocate 


Holiday Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri 1 0-6, Wed & Thu 1 0-8, Sat 1 0-5, Sun 1 2-5 
4050 Williston Road, S. Burlington 

802-863-3233 802-860-1030 

womenssource4sports.com personalfi tnessvt.com 


2 GREAT STORES 

Women’s Source for Sports 


UNDER 1 ROOF 

Personal Fitness Interiors 

10% OFF OCTANE ELLIPTICALS 


through 12/31 


PhotoGarden 
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File Under ? 


Five more local albums you probably haven't heard 

BY DAN BOLLES 


S o many records, so little time. Seven Days gets 

the ease of record making these days, it’s df cult to keep up. Still, 
across the music desk, no matter how obscure. 

To that end, here are fi ve albums that likely fl 
cases, they represent the outermost boundaries of local mi 
serving of a listen. ® 


album submissions than we know what to do with. And, given 
try to get to every local release that comes 

under the radar of your average Vermont music fan. In some 
:. Others simply slipped the through cracks. But each is de- 



Deb Flanders, The 
Female Highwayman 

(SELF-RELEASED, CD. DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 

In 1930, the Vermont Commission on 
Country Life tasked Helen Hartness 
Flanders with collecting traditional folk 
songs of rural Vermont — songs that 
were largely undocumented, passed 
down orally through generations. Given 
the rise of radio as a primary source of 
entertainment, they were also songs at 
risk of being lost Flanders traversed 
the state, recording the songs to wax 
cylinders, acetate, aluminum discs and 
reel-to-reel tape. Eighty years later, 
those songs — some 4500 in all — were 
again on the verge of disappearing, 
as the mediums on which they were 
recorded had begun to disintegrate. 

On The Female Highwayman, local 
folk singer, and Flanders’ great-niece. 
Deb Flanders has given 12 of those songs 
new life. She culled the archives at Mid- 
dlebury College and, enlisting the help 
of family members and a few notable 
local players — fi ddler Pete Sutherland 
and guitarist Paul Asbell among them 
— has created an audio time capsule 
that preserves a critical piece of Green 
Mountain musical heritage for genera- 



Pliable Tones, 

Pliable Tones 

(ROBOT OCTOPUS VS. ZOMBIE TEODY BEAR RECORDS. 

LP. DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 

There’s something strange afoot in the 
sleepy Upper Valley region of Vermont 
and New Hampshire. And it is being 
soundtracked by newish experimental 
pop label Robot Octopus Vs. Zombie 
Teddy Bear Records. 

the aptly named Pliable Tones, a prolifi c 
solo artist from Lebanon, N.H., whose 
canon includes 20 releases. This one is 
a hefty, self-titled sampler LP. Featuring 
some 43 tracks in just under 60 min- 
utes, the record is a dizzying collection 
of electronic beats, bleeps and samples 
that defi es categorization. Though not 
for the faint of heart — or ears — it is a 
fascinating glimpse into the outer edges 
of local music. 



Samuel ampersand 
Matthew,Do</s on 

Wheels EP 

(SELF-RELEASED. DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 

Though Carnivore serves as the duo’s 
inspiration, Plattsburgh’s Samuel 
ampersand Matthew are well aware 
that they will never be as good as that 
late, and underappreciated, 1980s 


thrash-metal band. And that’s OK. 

The duo’s shabbily recorded debut EP, 
Dogs on Wheels, while hardly thrashy, 
is a curious and oddly entertaining 
little nugget in its own right. Mostly 
acoustic and decidedly unhinged, it’s 
the sort of thing Neutral Milk Hotel’s 
Je" Mangum might have written on a 
methamphetamine bender. Or maybe 
what Carnivore would have penned 
after a cocktail of Valium and sparkling 
wine.Whatever. Just frigging listen to it. 



Dead Creek Singers, 
Dead Creek Singers 

(SELF-RELEASED. DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 

The Dead Creek Singers are the self- 
described “lo-fi digital vanity project 
of Vermont singer-songwriter Josh 
Brooks.” Vain or not, DCS’ self-titled 


debut is also a pretty compelling listen 
from one of the state’s truly underrated 
and versatile writers. Less country 
and rock focused than his eponymous 
solo work, and not as blues oriented 
as his garage-rock side project Grant 
Black, DCS fi nds Brooks expanding his 
palette into ethereal musings evocative 
ofMutations-era Beck — which ain’t a 
bad thing. 


The Plain Healers, 
Untitled 

(SELF-RELEASE0. DIGITAL DOWNLOAD | 

Here’s what we know about the Plain 
Healers: not much. Some cursory 
d igging suggests the band is based 
in New Jersey, though at least one 
member, Kurt Van Hook, currently 
resides in Hinesburg, Vt, and is a pretty 
fair hand at Words With Friends, FYI. 
The band’s untitled 2012 release — 
which comes with no cover art, let 
alone liner notes — is an eight-song 
snippet of a much larger catalog and 
represents an agreeable collection of 
literate folk-rock fare. It aligns well with 
the likes of Camper van Beethoven and/ 
or Cracker and, in moments, boasts a 
bit of Violent Femmes- ish attitude. It’s 
a nifty, if mysterious, suite of tunes that 
whets our whistle for more. 
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BY DAN BOLLES 


Kids These Days 

When you reach a certain age — let’s 
say early to mid-thirties — a funny thing 
starts to happen. The number of people 
you hang out with who have kids starts 
to outnumber the number of people you 
hang out with who don't. Or, perhaps 
more accurately, the number of people 
you used to hang out with who have 
kids outnumbers the number of people 
you hang out with who don’t. 

It starts slowly, maybe an old college 
buddy here, an ex-bandmate there. But 
then one day, the phenomenon hits 
critical mass and it seems like everyone 
is either expecting or already pushing 
a stroller and incessantly posting 
insufferable cutesy crap about their 
little ones on Facebook. 

Anyway, the point is, kids are 
terrible. And they're ruining my social 
life. 

I’m kidding, of course. (Mostly.) Your 
kids are great, really. But as someone 
who has reached that aforementioned 
certain age and has had to say good- 
bye to numerous friends for roughly 
the next 18 years, all this breeding is 
bittersweet. (Note to kids reading this in 
the future: Remind me to tell you about 
all the crazy shit your parents used to 
do. You’re welcome.) 

But recently, my pessimistic and 
admittedly selfish view on kids took 
a turn for the better. It happened at 
this year’s Radio Bean birthday bash 
in early November. If you recall, the 
party was particularly notable for the 
sheer number of rockers with kids in 
attendance — highlighted by cave bees 
bassist rebekah Whitehurst playing with 
her infant daughter strapped to her 
back. It was proof positive that while a 
certain segment of the local rock scene 
is unquestionably growing up — hey, it 
happens to the best of us — rocking and 
parenting are not mutually exclusive. 

This Saturday, December 1, we’ll be 
offered yet another reminder that rock 
and roll should be a requisite staple for 
growing kids of all ages when a crew of 
locals commandeer the Higher Ground 
Showcase Lounge for a kid-friendly 
matinee showcase dubbed “The Kids 
Are Alright.” 

The afternoon show is a benefit for 
the Integrated Arts Academy at the 
H.O. Wheeler School. (Full disclosure 
No. 1: My nephew is a student at the 
IAA.) It features a number of local acts 
reimagining classic children’s tunes, 
including rough francis, james kochalka 


SUPERSTAR, the CLEARY BROTHERS, RICH 

price, dj disco phantom, and a special 
collaboration between swale's eric 

OLSEN, CUSTER'S RYAN MILLER and local 

drummer extraordinaire steve hadeka. 
(Full disclosure No. 2: Both Hadeka 
and Rough Francis' bobby hackney are 
employed by Seven Days.) 

As for which songs each band will be 
playing, your guess is as good as mine. 
I’ve heard whispers that Rough Francis 
may stooges up some classic nursery 
rhymes, and that Disco Phantom may 
be mashing up popular kids fare with 
lcd sounosystem cuts. Presumably, 

James Kochalka will play ... well, James 
Kochalka tunes. Beyond that, who 
knows? However, I'm told virgin rum & 
Cokes may be on special. 

BiteTorrent 

Meanwhile, in Plattsburgh ... songwriter 

ADRIAN AARDVARK, aka CHRIS RIGSBEE. 

releases a new album. Hidden Magic 
Revival, with a show at the ROTA 
Gallery on Friday, November 30. The 
record is the result of two years of 
tough breaks for Rigsbee, including a 
car accident and an assault at the hands 
of a group of young men in downtown 
Plattsburgh in 2010. The snippets of 
the record I’ve heard suggest those 
incidents had a profound effect on 
Rigsbee’s music, which has a dark, 
disjointed quality that is appropriately 
jarring, especially coupled with his 
unusual, Stephen Merritt-esque vocal 
timbre. It’s an admittedly challenging 
listen, but one that’s likely worth a spin. 


anders parker has had a pretty sweet 
year. His collaboration with yim yames, 
will Johnson and jay farrar on the 
woody guthrie tribute New Multitudes 
is likely to find its way onto several 
year-end best-of lists — including a few 
of mine. And he just wrapped up a new 
record with a longtime collaborator, 
vocalist kendall meade, that's due out 

Parker will begin a weekly monthlong 
residency at Radio Bean this Monday, 
December 3. He writes that he’ll be 
test-driving some new material and may 
invite a few special guests along to boot. 

Vermont expat xander naylor comes 
home this week with his new band, 
railbiro. who play the Monkey House 
this Thursday, November 29. The NYC- 
based psych-pop outfit has been making 
national waves on the heels of well- 
received sets at SXSW, CMJ and POP 
Montreal and just released a debut EP, 
Lucky, that’s garnering comparisons to 
the likes of dirty projectors, braids and 
our own rubblebucket — with whom 
Railbird will tour in December, BTW. 

Speaking of homecomings, rising 
pop-country star jamie lee thurston 
returns to Vermont for a show at the 
Higher Ground Ballroom this Friday, 
November 30, in celebration of his latest 
SOUNDBITES » P.73 

Follow @>DanBolles on Twitter for 
more music news. Dan blogs on 
Solid State at sevendaysvt.com/ 













V Apple Specialist 

MacBook Air 


The MacBook Air is now better than 
ever. All packed into a notebook 
that's incredibly thin and light. 


For more info visit: 

smalldog.com/macbookair 

South Burlington. VT 05*103 


Small Dog 

Electronics 

/Upvujs Tjow S uU 


r.*. 




Say you 
saw it in... 

SEVEN DAYS 




HALFLOUNGE: Scott Mangan (singer- 

HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: Never 



HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE 
LOUNGE: Souljazz Orchestra. Zongo 




Fuel for Fire Over a two-decade career, dieselbov 
has practically forged the cutting edge of electronic dance music. 
From drum and bass to dubstep and beyond, the world-renowned 
DJ and producer is a forward-thinking dynamo who balances 
commercial success with progressive underground cred. This 
Friday, November 30, Dieselboy headlines the latest installment 
of the Platinum series at Club Metronome, along with a slew of 
local DJs from Mushpost and 2K Deep. 



TABU CAFE & nightclub: Karaoke 


THERAPY: Therapy Thursdays with 


FRI.30 


burlington area 

BACKSTAGE PUB: Karaoke with 
Steve. 9 p.m.. Free. 

CLUB METRONOME: ZK Deep & 




LIFT: Ladies Night 9 p.m, Free/$3. 

MARRIOTT HARBOR LOUNGE: Queen 

NECTAR’S: Seth Yacovone (solo 
acoustic blues). 7 p.m., Free. Hot Day 
at the Zoo. String Fingers (zoograss), 



r (folk), 7:3 
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CD. I’m sure it’s great and all, but as far 
as new releases by Thurstons go, he’d 
be hard-pressed to top the new record 
by his dear old dad, jimmy t. thurston, 
Welcome to My Country — if only for 
that record’s thoroughly incredible 
cover. It features the elder Thurston 
looking like a grizzled, 1800s gold 
prospector. 

Congrats to local blues man have 
keller, who showed our backwards 
neighbors in New Hampshire how its 
done by winning the Granite State Blues 
Challenge earlier this month, making 
his band eligible to compete in the 
upcoming National Blues Challenge. 
And word is that Keller will soon be 
heading to Memphis to record a follow- 
up to his excellent 2011 album, Where 
I'm ComingFrom. 

Continuing the new-release beat, 
local folk-rock duo the beerworth sisters 
celebrate their debut full-length, Simple 
Things, with a release party at the 
Marriott Harbor Lounge this Saturday, 
December 1. What little I've heard is 
jaw-droppingly gorgeous, harmony- 
laden acoustic Americana not dissimilar 
to that of first aid kit — albeit not quite 
so poppy. It’s genuinely beautiful stuff. 

Montpelier’s Positive Pie 2 gets 
its Afrobeat groove on this weekend 
with a pair of funky local acts. Friday, 
November 30, is the excellent barika, 
followed on Saturday, December 1, 
by the Ethio-jazz ensemble new Nile 

ORCHESTRA. 

Aside from dropping in on an 
open session at Spark Arts earlier 
this year, I’ve yet to experience what 
the local improv comedy scene has 
to offer. I expect that to change this 
Saturday, December 1, when the 
Spark Arts improv troupe presents it 


“Whose Line is it, Anyway?"-styled 
Winter Improv Spectacular at Club 
Metronome in Burlington. Improv 
comedy, while exploding in popularity 
across the country, is still a relatively 
new phenomenon in these parts. As 
it is essentially created on the spot, 
it’s a wildly different experience 
from standup. If you've never seen it 
performed, I highly recommend it. 

Last but not least, the local EDM 
scene takes over both floors at Nectar’s 
and Club Metronome on Wednesday, 
December 5, when 2K Deep and 
Mushpost present Clusterfu3k. The 
untz-untz blowout features more than 


30 DJs spread over three rooms of 
dance music, divided roughly by genre 
and renamed for the night, including 
the Mothership (house, techno) in 
Metrononome's main room. Cloud 9 
(bass) at Nectar’s and Tropic Thunder 
(drum and bass, moombahton) in the 
Metronome Lounge. 


o 

This Week on 
Tour Date with 
DJ Liu 

This week's installment of the 
Seven Days music interview 
podcast, 'Tour Date with DJ 
LLU," finds Liu sitting down 
with local pop prince GREGORY 
DOUGLASS. The veteran 
songwriter dishes on his 
lengthy career, the challenges 
of being a working artist in a 
rapidly changing industry and 
just what the hell you should 
call his music. (Hint: not pop 
prince.) 

Iq - 



Remember your 
reusable bags 
for waste-free 
shopping! 


Reusable bags make great gifts & can 
be used instead of wrapping paper! 
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REVIEW this 

Farm, Farm, 

(SELF-RELEASED, CD. DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 

No Vermont band is as simultaneously A 
fascinating and relatively unheralded 
as Farm. Through four albums — five, if 



you include the group’s debut under its 
short-lived House Horse moniker — the 
experimental-folk trio never fails to live 
up to lofty expectations, which is saying 
something considering that it's often hard 
to know exactly what to expect from them 
at any given moment. 

Most recently, the group has retreated 
from live performances, choosing instead 
to hole up in its fabled Enosburg Falls 
recording space, the Cave of Legends, to 
write and record a new self-titled album. 
While longtime fans may be chagrined 
by the band’s decision to stay home, the 
record reveals it to be a fair trade-off. As 


its eponymous title suggests, the album 
represents the very essence of Farm, 
distilled into 45 thoroughly unpredictable 
minutes. Deeply and delightfully nuanced. 
Farm is indeed the band’s most essential 
release to date. 

A drifting piano progression 
introduces album opener "Monkey vs. 
Demons," setting a shimmering backdrop 
for a sparse banjo line that plinks and 
plops like a dripping icicle. Like many of 
the band’s finest songs, it is both chilling 
and strangely inviting. 

“Amidst the Rubble” continues the 


album's atmospheric tone but injects 
goose-bump-raising violin squeals and 
frenetic electric guitar over ghostly 
Rhodes tones, creating a sort of North 
Country gothic aesthetic. 

From here, the band’s wondrous 
multiple personality disorder — each of 
Farm’s three members is a songwriter 
and plays a variety of instruments — fully 
emerges. The instrumental "Galena" is 
a bustle of warped guitar and ringing 
bells. “Two and a Half” presents a 
comparatively straightforward, guitar- 
based arrangement that leads into a sort 
of spy-noir instrumental, “Goin’ Crazy Is 
Hard Times,” featuring lightly brushed 
percussion and a mournful trumpet over 
hollow-body jazz-guitar chords. 

The bleak “When It's Time" is laced 
with a wry sensitivity not unlike that 
of Will Oldham in his more princely 
moments. The playfully funky “Running 
Water" follows with sneaky electro blips 
over an insistent backbeat and hand claps. 


“Sun Is a Fog" may be Farm’s most 
ambitious track to date, which is no 
small feat. Centered on a swirling Middle 
Eastern groove, it is sinister and hypnotic. 

Following “Forgotten Wheel" and 
“Murder Scene," the album closes on 
“Cardinal Directions.” Over meandering 
guitars, the song finds band members 
issuing increasingly confusing driving 
directions, the sort that would be familiar 
to anyone who has tried to navigate 
Vermont’s back roads sans GPS. (“You’re 
gonna see North Road. You’re gonna 
wanna take that west.’’) In a way, the song 
is a metaphor for Farm itself. Though the 
signposts and mile markers may look — or, 
I suppose, sound — foreign, ultimately, the 
destination is reached. And it’s a hell of a 
ride along the way. 

Farm by Farm is available at 
fai-mtheband.bandcamp.com and at the 
Flying Disc in Enosburg Falls. 

DAN BOLLES 


Rose and Los 
Cohorts, 

Love and Fists 

(SELF-RELEASED, CD, DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 

In the television show “Californicatio 
one of the series' better plot arcs concerns 
a book called Fucking and Punching 
— written by the show's protagonist, 
troubled author Hank Moody, but later 
stolen by an underage paramour who 
releases the book as her own. Hilarity 
ensues. Unseemly — and illegal — trysts 
aside, the central premise of the book, and 
by extension the show, is that all of life’s 
dramas essentially boil down to those two 
inextricably linked themes: fucking and 
punching. 





It’s a profoundly cynical worldview. 
But it makes for wildly entertaining 
TV. And, as it turns out, for wildly 
compelling country music. On their 
debut EP, Love and Fists, Burlington’s 
Rose and Los Cohorts offer something 
of a kissing cousin to the fictional Hank 
Moody’s bleak, semiautobiographical 
tome. Wrapped in a rhinestone-studded 


veil of classic country but informed by a 
decidedly modem female view of lovin’, 
cheatin’ and fightin', the record harks to a 
bygone era of vintage twang. 

Songwriter and vocalist Rose Lucas 
may never be confused with Loretta 
Lynn or Patsy Cline, but the titular 
album opener reveals she has a similarly 
forthright delivery and is clearly 
influenced by the first ladies of country 
music. Backed by a veritable Grand Ole 
Opry of local talent, including ex-Chrome 
Cowboys guitarist Bill Mullins and bassist 
Mark Ransom, along with pedal-steel ace 
Asa Brosius and local singer-songwriter 
Juliet McVicker, Lucas proves to be one 
ramblin’ woman. 

The cavalcade of stars continues 
throughout the record, with appearances 


by the Starline Rhythm Boys, the 
Magnolias, Chuck Eller, Justin Levinson, 
the Cush’s Burette and Gabrielle Douglas, 
Ryan Power and fiddler Gene White, to 
name a few. But from the weepy, waltzing 
strains of “Love Me & Leave Me" to the 
countrypolitan strut of “Please” to choice 
covers by the likes of Janis Martin (“Bang 
Bang”) and Paul Kennerley (“Walkin 
Shoes"), Lucas is the star of the show. And 
it’s a role for which she seems naturally 
suited, cooing and crooning with a brassy 
style and attitude that will likely leave 
many a cowboy with a tear in his beer. 

Love and Fists by Rose and Los Cohorts 
is available by emailing the band at 

roseandloscohorts@gmail.com. 

DAN BOLLES 
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GALLERYpro/l le 


VISITING VERMONT'S ART VENUES 


Family Lines 




T he Emile A. Gruppe Gallery, 
in pleasant, rustic quarters on 
Barber Farm Road in Jericho, 
may be one of the lesser- 
known art venues of northern V ermont, 
but its namesake is among the best- 
known artists associated with the state. 

Gruppe (1896-1978) painted woodsy 
landscapes in an impressionist style 
quite like that of Claude Monet. 
Winslow Homer had an equally 
discernible infl uence on the seascapes 
Gruppe composed along the rocky coast 
of northern Massachusetts and, late 
in life, in the tropical light of southern 
Florida. 

Born in Rochester, N.Y., and raised 
in the Netherlands, Gruppe began 
spending time in Vermont in the 
He regularly brought students to the 
Jeffersonville area from the art school 
he had cofounded in Gloucester, 
Mass., with his mentor, John Carlson. 

Unlike many painters of Vermont’s 
fields and woodlands, Gruppe found 
inspiration in the off-seasons. Rather 
than painting familiar scenes of 
high summer, deep winter or peak 
autumn, Gruppe preferred to render 
November, with bare limbs exposing 
the architecture of trees, and to depict 
with quick brushstrokes the snow 
melt and ice breakup of April, when 
the landscape is in motion. 

About a dozen of Gruppe’s Vermont 
and Gloucester paintings are on display 
— and for sale at roughly $15,000 apiece 
— in the gallery that his daughter, Emilie 
Gruppe Alexander, opened in 2003. 
Works by a couple of contemporary 
Vermont artists, such as architect- 
turned-watercolorist Harald Aksdal, 
are also on view, and the venue hosts 
regular temporary exhibits. 

Otherwise, it’s pretty much a 
family affair here. Fabric collages 
by Gretchen Gruppe Alexander, 
executed in the manner of Japanese 
gyotaku, or fish prints, hang near a 
Charles P. Gruppe watercolor of a 
couple of kids standing on a beach. 
Gretchen, 34, is one of four children 
born to Emilie and her husband, 
retired physician Stuart Alexander; 
Charles P. Gruppe (1860-1940), 
a self-taught artist, was Emilie’s 
grandfather and Emile’s father. 

A winter show by members of the 


Northern Vermont Artist Association 

the gallery. There’s a Gruppe connection 
here, too. Emile was a member of the 
association, which was established in 
Burlington in 1931. And the exhibit of 
Vermont landscapes, on view through 
December 23, is entitled "Inspired by 

The gallery is as Vermont-y as can 
be. Housed in a converted sheep barn 
built in the 1860s, it abuts a pair of 
rooms equipped with storage units 
containing vegetables and meat from 
the adjacent Jericho Settlers’ Farm. 
Locally famous for its pasture- raised 
heritage pigs, the farm is run by — you 
guessed it — a member of the Gruppe 
family. Christa Alexander, another of 
Emilie and Stuart’s children, grew up 
on the land that her parents purchased 
in 1965. Christa and her husband, 
Mark Fasching, operate a year-round 
CSA. 


THEGRUPPE GALLERY 
MAY BE THE ONLY VERMONT 
VENUE OFFEHING 

ONE-STOP SHOPPING 
FOR PORK CHOPS 
AND OIL PAINTINGS. 


The Gruppe Gallery thus may be 

stop shopping for pork chops and oil 
paintings. 

Emilie Alexander, 71, is both the 
custodian and disseminator of her 
father’s work. Having inherited dozens 
of his paintings, she’s deeply versed 
in his artistic career as well as in his 
paternal role. And, with a hospitable 
smile on her face, she’s clearly pleased to 
provide a visitor with a mini-biography 
of her dad, the artist. 

Unlike many aspiring painters 
who encounter resistance from 
parents worried about their financial 
security, Emile Gruppe had a father 
who actually encouraged him to pick 
up the brush. (Two of Emile’s three 
siblings were also visual artists.) 
Charles Gruppe had won fame in 
the Netherlands as a rare American 
member of the Hague School, a group 
of Dutch artists who painted marine 


and farm scenes in the gray and beige 
hues of northern Europe. A few of 
Charles’ paintings were collected by 
the Dutch royal family. 

Emile Gruppe acquired his early art 
education in the Hague, where his family 
lived until he was 17. He then studied at 
the National Academy of Design and the 
Art Students League in Manhattan, and 
moved to Gloucester in the early 1930s. 
There, Gruppe supported his own 
family on the proceeds of his paintings, 
supplemented by his work as a teacher 
and author. 

Emilie was born in Burlington 
during one of her father’s sojourns 
in Vermont. "We used to stay at the 
Smugglers’ Notch Inn,’’ she recalls. “He 
loved that area as a place to be and a 

And Emile Gruppe sure could turn 
out product. “He was very prolifi c,” his 
daughter notes, estimating his output 
at 200 pieces a year. When asked how 
he could complete a 3-foot-square oil 
painting in less than two days, Gruppe 
would respond, according to Emilie 
Alexander, “When you've been working 
with a brush as long as I have, it comes 
out pretty easily.” 

The gallery includes a display 
of instructional books by Emile, 
including Brushwork for the Oil 
Painter and Gruppe on Color , 
both published by Watson-Guptill. 
Near them hangs one of the artist’s 
palettes, which has been made into 
a clock. It doesn’t keep time, though, 
because "the batteries keep dying 
and they’re hard to change,” Emilie 
Alexander explains. 

This o° -the-beaten-path gallery can 

without a map, GPS or smartphone 
(a link on its website sends viewers to 
MapQuest for directions). But, despite 
its relative obscurity, the Emile A. 
Gruppe Gallery is very much worth 
discovering. (?) 
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presented as part of an Artl ab residency. Through 
865-7166. 6 

the act of prayer, filling all 160 feet of gallery wall 

the Vermont artist. Through December 31 at east 
229-4326. y % ' 8 

Cr AiG Mooney : 'Reflections,' cityscape, landscape 
and figurative paintings. Curated by w est branch 
gallery & sculpture park. Through December 3 at 

burlington. info, 253-8943. 

abstract wood wall panels. Through December 31 at 

don A Ann M CAdAMs: "A View From the 


Through January 26 at Amy e, Tarrant gallery, 

the iconic, self-taught burlington artist. Through 
burlington. info, 658-1111. 

tossed-aside items. Through December 31 at block 

f ood 4 fAr Mers Benefit & holidAyArt 

to benefit a Vermont nonprofit working to build 

throughout I atin America. Through november 30 
at studio 266 in burlington. info, 985-3037. 

Tmka Teresa Martell. ben Thurber and others. 
Through December 31 at Vermont Artisans Craft 

Dwyer, jmichael smith], Ray brown. Clark Derbes, 
seAbA. Through February 28 at the innovabon 

medicine. Through February 1 at Dana Medical 
I ibrary, uVM. in burlington. info, 656-0695. 

Through December 31 at Fiddlehead brewing 


31 at Red s quare in burlington. info. 318-2438. 

and valves. Through november 30 at brickels 
gallery in burlington. info, 825-8214. 



Mark Boedges Burlington artist Mark Boedges hasn’t even hit 40 yet, but he's already raking in impressive awards for 
his representational, often plein-air, paintings. Last February, he was surprised to find his work on the cover oOntemational Anist — 
he had been awarded the magazine’s grand prize. This month, he earned an honorable mention in Southwest Art magazine’s Artistic 
Excellence 2012 competition for his painting of a Vermont form bathed in morning light. “When I moved to Vermont, I swore I would 
never paint red barns,’’ he told the magazine — his winning image included not one but two red barns. Boedges has since learned not 
to rule anything out To celebrate the first year of his business, Mark Boedges Fine Art Gallery, he’s showing new paintings there in his 
“One Y ear Anniversary Show,” December 1 through 29. Pictured: “My Gear.” 


glory." photographs. Through november 30 at 
Shelburne Vineyard, info, 985-8222. 

Joy h u CKins- n oss : 'The Texture of I ight," oil 
paintings of the Vermont landscape. Through 

229-0832. P 153 8 

other Frog hollow artisans. Through December 31 

KAren Guth : "Vestiges,* black-and-white 

Through December 7 at I iving/l earning Center, 
uVM, in burlington. info, 656-4200. 

artist. Through January 30 at I eft bank home S 
garden in burlington. info. 862-1001. 

local artist and DJ. Through november 30 at 1/2 

their field. Created by Vermont works for women 

Through December 31 at winooski welcome Center 
& gallery, info, 655-8900. 

AsseMBlin G stories' : Reflections on identity and 
bautista and Tina escaja. Through December 30 at 

painbngs by brownell; photos by Argento. Through 

paintings. Through november 30 at Metropolitan 
gallery, burlington City hall. info. 865-7166. 


display created in collaboration with the I ake 
Champlain I and Trust. Through January 15 at the 

MArtin IA londe : ‘After the hunt I eRoy Club 

burlington. info, 425-2700. 8 ^ 

28 at VCAM s tudio in burlington. info 8 859-922? 


magic of the universe. Through november 30 at the 


of the pacific islands. Through May 24 at Fleming 

veteran film extras. Through February 1 at office 


ion : "ifweAreTWo.Theywill have 


College art students. The show is dedicated to the 

decade. Through December 23 at Muddy w aters in 
burlington. info, 635-1315. 


thornton diAl sr. : Thoughts on paper." early 

And r eBels: prints Bywilli AMBIAKeAnd 


than mourning. Through December 14 at Fleming 


Kauppila. Through n ovember 30 at se AbA Center 
in burlington, info, 859-9222. 


winoos Kiholid Ay Art M Ar Ket Art. crafts 

a.m. to 8 p.m.. s unday, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Through 
December 31 at w inooski welcome Center & 
gallery, info, info@kasinihouse.com. 


central 


1861-1862: towArd AhiGherMor A 


university alumni who fought in the Civil war, 
featuring photographs, artwork, weapons and 
equipment, including a cannon likely used by 
n orwich cadets. Through April 30 at s ullivan 

northfteld. info. 485-2183, 


Art resour Ce Asso CiAtion Annu Al exhi Bit 

work by central Vermont artists. Through December 9 
at College hall gallery in Montpelier, info. 828-8600. 

graphs embellished with graphite, watercolor and 
acrylic. December 1 through 30 at Capitol grounds 
in Montpelier.info, curator@capitolgrounds.com. 


BAr BAr A I eBer : "sunflowers and skies,’ 
acrylic paintings. Through november 30 at 
Capitol grounds in Montpelier, info. curator@ 
capitolgrounds.com. 


'BeGuiled Bythe wild: theArtofCh Ariey 

and book illustrations, presented alongside hands-on 
art activities and a companion exhibi t. CArtoonists' 
tAK e on Ch Ariey hArpen Gr Aphi C wor K fro M 
the Center for C Artoon studies . December 1 
through February 3 at Montshire Museum of science in 
norwich. info. 649-2200, 


'CeleBr Ate': 1 ocally made pottery, scarves, 
painbngs. journals, hobby horses, ornaments, 
cards, jewelry and more, on sale for the holidays. 
Through December 28 at studio place Arts in barre. 
info, 479-7069. 






Athena Tasiopoulos It stans with an old photograph. When 
artist Athena Tasiopoulos looks at the black-and-white faces of strangers in old 
portraits, she feels “an obligation to free them,” she writes on her website. So she cuts 
the faces from their context and embellishes them with pencil, watercolor and acrylic. 
These composite images make up a show called "Transcend” at Capitol Grounds in 
Montpelier, December 1 through 30. “The unsettling knowledge that most of my 
subjects are no longer living creates a heavy finality in their expressions and gestures," 
Tasiopoulos writes. “They possess a sad quietness, beautifully captured in an interesting 
sort of limbo — simultaneously trapped and saved." Pictured: “Clarity.” 


CAMERON HOWARD: Hand-painted floorcloths. 


DAN BARLOW & SCOTT BAER: Green Mountain 
artistic and spooky cemeteries. Through December 



GLEN COBURN HUTCHESON: "Drawings and 





HOLIDAY 
OPEN HOUSE! 
Saturday December 1 st , 2012 

Join us at any Danforth location for 
refreshments and to see our new pieces for the 
2012 Holiday Season! 

Middlebury Workshop & Store 
1 0AM-4PM 

Demonstrations, refreshments, and free ornament personalization! 

Shop any Danforth Pewter location 
November BO^-December 2 nd 
and be entered to 
win your purchase! 

10 lucky winners will be chosen! 



,. featuring the — 


VSO CHQP|/ S 

Robert De Cormier, conductor " 

Saturday • December 8, 2012 • 7:30 pm 

Flynn Center, Burlington 


VER Ifl Tit*,,. 


TICKETS: 301 J Holiday 

802-66-FLYNN -AARP 

flynntix.org or - 

the Flynn Regional 
Box Office 


3 ops Co-Sponsor 
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Get 

wLj. 



i/ ! fiiMHiJTOKTS 



GRADUATE PROGRAMS 

IN PSYCHOLOGY 

program: —Meryl French, alumna 

4 Union 

INSTITUTE & UNIVERSITY 


DOCTOR OF PSYCHOLOGY (Psy.l 



SCOOP 

when you drop off aH 
new, unwrapped toy 



\o 


s “”“ SEVEN DAYS s; 
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CAROLYN SHATTUCK: Works created by layering 



and line. Through April 1 at Brandon Music. Info. 


'CHINA MOOERN: DESIGNING 20TH-CENTURY 
POPULAR CULTURE': A touring exhibit developed 
by California's Pacific Asia Museum that explores 
the rich tradition of Chinese designs in advertis- 
ing, packaging and promotional art for cinema, 
music, comic books, pulp fiction, fashion, games 
and toys: 'oliphant editorial CARTOONS 
AND THE AMERICAN PRESIDENCY. 1968-2007': 
Political cartoons by the syndicated artist Patrick 
Bruce Oliphant who won the Pulitzer Prize in 
1967. Through December 9 at Middlebury College 
Museum of Art. Info. 443-3168. 

CONTEMPORARY JEWELS: AN OFFERING': 

Works by five artists of Tibetan heritage 
presented in honor of the Dalai Lama's recent visit 
to Middlebury, Through January 11 at Davis Family 
Library, Middlebury College. Info. 443-5235. 
deb runge: "Naturally Vermont' watercolors by 
the retired elementary school teacher. Through 
December 28 at Carpenter-Carse Library in 



Jean Cannon Artist Jean Cannon's work ranges from “personal 
interpretations of the natural world to curious statements from the subconscious,” she 
writes in an artist statement. Even when painting representational images, she tries to 
incorporate a dose of the surreal. The Burlington artist plays with color and light to 
create an otherworldly feel in her still lifes, landscapes and portraits of birds. Cannon 
is selling her original watercolor and acrylic paintings at her Canpaint Studio Holiday 
Sale at the Chace Mill in Burlington, on Friday, November 30, noon to 6 p.m., and 
Saturday, December 1, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Pictured: “Canada Goose.” 






; ART SHOWS : 


explores how varied the 
landscape-photography 


EXPOSED 2013: Open call to 


CALL FOR 2-0/3-D 
SUBMISSIONS Chand lei 
Gallery in Randolph is ho 


made from cardboarc 


CREATIVE C0MPET[TI0N_004: 

Presented by the Root 
Gallery. $8 entry fee. People's 


COLOR STORY PHOTO EXHIBIT 

Calling for submissions 
Deadline: January 19. Juror: 


granter: Paintings by th 


ifo, janetensiaS'gmail.. 



THOMAS FUSS: ‘Backroads America.' photograp 
of Americana, from Monument Valley and 
the California redwoods to Graceland and the 
murder scenes in Truman Capote's In Cold Blooc 

'FIGURING IT OUT: W '' 


N: SEEDS OF TRADITION IN 
CONTEMPORARY PHOTOGRAPHY': Work by 

rz, Linda Bryan and Chris Esten, Through 


December 5 at Quimby Gallery. Ly 


If,' paintings and 
ae made betwe 
3 and 2000. Through December 31 at GRACE i 


Center Gallery II in Johnson. Info. 635-1251. 
HEIDI CHAMBERLAIN: Simple Eclectic Natui 

linoleum-print watercolorand monoprint 
techniques. Through I 




regional 

ALYSSHA csiiK: Photographs of the region's 
operating and abandoned quarries Through 
December 31 at Slate Valley Museum in Granvil 


A survey of Australia's 
contemporary indigenous art movement from t 
1970s to the present drawn from one of the wor 
largest collections of aboriginal art Through 
March 10 at Hood Museum. Dartmouth College. 


‘ONCE UPON A TIME... IMPRESSIONISM: GREAT 
FRENCH PAINTINGS FROM THE CLARK': A travel- 
ing exhibit of paintings by Sonnard, Corot Degas, 
Gauguin, Manet Millet, Monet Morisot Pissarro, 
Renoir. Sisley and Toulouse-Lautrec. Through 


Range,* paintings of the landscape before the wind 

MULTIMEDIA MINIATURE HOLIDAY GROUP SHOW: 


d Together.' piquett 

by the rural landscape. Through November 30 
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center in Lebar 


DISCOUNT 

^route>1 BEVERAGE 
^ J OUTLET 


LIQUOR & DEM 802-985-3246 


Amazing Dei 

With this ad get a lobster roll, FF, 
and slaw for $8.99. 

BV Coastal Chardonnav $4.99 
(was $10.99) 

Over 1,000 bodes under $5.00! 
Fresh fish, shrimp, clams, Lobster 
Live lobster 85.99/lb. and up. 
EBT accepted 

Agency Liquor Store 

One of the largest wine selections 
in Chittenden County! 

1 ,000s of craft beers — 
Heady Topper, Switchback, 
Sierra Nevada 


OPEN 7 DAYS 

985-3246 • 2659 Shelburne Road 


matthew taylor 

designs 


Create a custom gift 
this Holiday Season 



.£ find us on facebook 

10-5 M-F, 10-4 Sal 
102 Harbor Road, Shelburne 

985-3190 

matthewtaylordesignsvt.com 


One of a Kind 


•’-acfr 

Engagement rings as unique as you are 

Lippa’s 

ESTATE AND FINE JEWELRY 


GIVE A LITTLE PIECE OF VERMONT 
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON 



Choose from a wide selection of art, pottery, 
glass and wood products to complete your 
home decor as well as Vermont specialty foods 
and gift baskets. 


VERMONT GIFT HAHN 
AND GALLERY 

1087 Willston Rd., Soulh Buffington. VT • 802-658-7684 
M-Sa 9am-9pm, Su 10am-5pm • vennonlgiltan.com 






REVIEWS 


Life of Pi ★★★★ 






= MOVIE CLIPS = 



NEW IN THEATERS 


ANNA KARENINA**** Keira Knightley and 



KILLING THEM SOFTLY: Brad Pitt plays a mob 



A ROYAL AFFAIR: TTiis Oanish period drama 
tells the true story of young Queen Caroline's 


Mikkel Boe Folsgaard. Nikolaj Arcel directed. 



ratings 


**** - smarter than the average bear 
***** = as good as it gets 


RATINGS ASSIGNED TO MOVIES NOT REVIEWEO 
BY RICK KISONAK OR MARGOT HARRISON ARE 
COURTESY OF METACRITIC.COM, WHICH AVERAGES 
SCORES GIVEN BY THE COUNTRY'S MOST WIOELY 
READ MOVIE REVIEWERS. 


nds 11/29) 

PI ****AngLe 


nt of hungry 

Suraj Sharma. (126 min. PG. Bijou (3-D], Capitol 
13-DJ, Esse* (3-01. Majestic |3-D|, Palace, Roxy) 

look inside Honest Abe's cabinet during the 
civil War. as the president (Daniel Day-Lewis) 
works to gather the political capital to pass the 
13th Amendment. Playwright Tony Kushner 
scripted. With Joseph Gordon-Levitt. Tommy 


sally Fii 
e, Roxy) 




ky directed this adaptation 


makes his directorial debut. (93 min, PG-13. 
Essex, Majestic, Palace) 

RISE OF THE GUARDIANS*** Santa, the 
Easter Bunny, the Tooth Fairy and other 
childhood icons team up, Avengers-style, to 
combat a world-threatening menace in this 
DreamWorks family animation. With the voice 
of Alec Baldwin. Chris Pine. Hugh Jackman, Isl 

(97 min, PG. Big Picture. Bijou (3-D). Essex (3-C 
Majestic [3-D), Marquis, Palace, Paramount 
|3-D), Welden) 

THE SESSIONS**** In this fact-based dran- 



Don t sweat the 
stress of the holidays 

Come check out our hot tubs, 
saunas and indoor pool! 


full line of nautilus equipment®! free weights I 
pool • racquetball court • personal training 
never an initiation fee 


20 West Canal Street - Winooski • 655-2399 

twmhealthclub.com 

j£ Like us on facebook! 

Hours: M-F 5:30am-9pm • Sat 7am-5pm • Sun 9am-5pm 


1HE 

\NQOLEN 

/HILL 

.HEALTH 

$CLUB 


E A. D (w) A T E R E 

CONSTRUCTION & RESTORATION 

802-279-2417 www.headwatersconstruction.net 


Specializing in... 

STANDING SEAM • COPPER 
SLATE ROOFING 



NOW PLAYING 







Fiennes. (143 min, P6-13. Bijou, Capitol, Essex, 
Majestic. Marquis. Palace. Roxy. Stowe, Welden) 
THE TWILIGHT SAGA: BREAKING DAWN 
PART 2**1/2 Having an insta-grow vampire 
daughter can be such a pain when the other 
vamps refuse to accept her and threaten 
your clan with bloody annihilation. Ves. this 
is finally the end. With Kristen Stewart and 
Robert Pattinson. plus Taylor Lautner, Billy 
Burke, Dakota Fanning and Michael Sheen. Bill 
Condon (Breaking Dawn Part 1) directed. (116 
min, PG-13. Big Picture. Bijou, Capitol, Essex, 
Majestic. Marquis, Palace, Paramount. Roxy. 
Stowe, Welden) 

WRECK-IT RALPH**** in this animated fam- 
ily comedy, an old-school video-arcade villain 
(voiced by John C. Reilly) leaves his game on 
a quest for self-realization. But can he find a 
place in the world of modern gaming? With the 
voices of Jane Lynch and Jack McBrayer. Rich 
Moore directed. (108 min. PG. Capitol. Essex 
(3-D). Majestic (3-D), Palace) 

NEW ON VIDEO 

THE APPARITION: Ashley Greene and Sebastian 
Stan play a couple haunted by a supernatural 
entity summoned during a college parapsychol- 
ogy experiment in this first feature directed by 
Todd Lincoln. With Tom Felton. (82 min. PG-13) 


LAWLESS** Tom Hardy and Shia Labeouf 
play bootlegging brothers in 1930s Virginia in 
this gangster epic. With Guy Pearce, Jessica 
Chastain and Jason Clarke. John (The Road ) 
Hillcoat directed. (110 min, R) 

MEN IN BLACK 3**l/2 Will Smith is a 
government agent hunting wayward aliens 
again in this action-comedy. This time he's 
on a mission back in time to save his partner 
(Tommy Lee Jones in the presenL Josh Brolin 
in the Swinging Sixties). (106 min. PG-13) 
PARANORMAN* * * A boy who can communi- 
cate with the dead seeks a productive use for 
his ghoulish talent in this stop-motion anima- 
tion. With the voices of Kodl Smit-McPhee. 
Anna Kendrick and Christopher Mintz-Plasse. 
(92 min, PG) 

SPARKLE* ** In this remake of the 1976 film 
inspired by the careers of the supremes, three 
singing sisters form a Motown group and face 
the pressures of their own success. Jordin 
Sparks. Whitney Houston and Derek Luke star. 
(117 min. PG-13) 

STEP UP REVOLUTION** An aspiring dancer 
tries to join a Miami crew whose members 
aren't happy about her wealthy dad’s develop- 
ment plans in the fourth installment in the 
dance-film series. (99 min. PG-13) 


A Big Month in Movies 

December is the studios' last chance to put their shiniest most star-studded and 
prestigious movies in theaters in time for 2012 Academy Award consideration. 
Here are some upcoming highlights, though not all these films may reach 
Vermont this year: 



Killing Them Softly (Brad Pitt as a hitman, with a recession subtext) 

Silver Linings Playbook (Bradley Cooper in a rom com ... that's actually 
supposed to be good.) 

The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey (Calling Tolkien fans!) 

Django Unchained (Quentin Tarantino is back and doing the antebellum South) 

Hitchcock (Anthony Hopkins plays the big guy in a film about the making of 
Psycho.) 

Zero Dark Thirty (The people behind The Hurt Locker bring you the story of the 
hunt for Osama bin Laden.) 



Living Waters Family Church 
Loving God - Serving People 

"Come join us as we worship the God that 
cares about you and your life, the God 
that still performs miracles today, the God 
that loves you more than you know.” 

Sunday Service 10 a.m. 

Pastor JD Duval 


5 David Drive • Essex Junction, VT • 802-310-9666 

www.thelivingwatersfamilychurch.org 



Gift boxes • Gift Trays • Gift Certificates 
Holiday Wine Discounts 

1 0% ofl 1/2 case (6- li antes) 1 5% oil full case (i 2 tx>nesorm(xe) 

Open 7 Days a Week for Tasting and Tours 

(except Chnslmfis aid New Yea's Oay) 

^ H Mix and march wines, glasses, gifts & local edibles for a delioous gilt of holiday cheer 


6308 Shelburne Rd„ St 


802.985.8222 www.8helbumevineyard.com 


Find the rest in our Movies section at sevendaysvt.com. 
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194 College Street, Burlington 
864.5475 • boutiliers.com 
M-Sat 10-7, Sun 11-5 


HERE'S WISHING ONE AND ALL A 

GREEN CHRISTMAS 


LOCAL 

S&jgoiaaw itk.. SEVEN DAYS 


VT MADE, FAIR TRADE AND GIFTS 
USING RECYCLED MATERIALS. 


be pottik on N8RTH 


= NEWS QUIRKS BYR0LANDSWEET ^ 


Curses, Foiled Again 

Brian Hardman, 22, pointed a gun at 
Leonard Turner, who was putting air 
in his tires at a Detroit gas station, 
and demanded his car. Turner, 47, a 
former middleweight boxer, grabbed 
Hardman’s trigger finger and shot off 
the gun until it was empty, then threw 
Hardman to the ground. “He got up," 
Turner recounted, “and said, ‘Give 
me my gun back. I got a CCW [carry 
concealed weapon permit].’ Then I hit 
him with the gun.” 

At Hardman’s trial, defense at- 
torney Jonathan Jones argued that 
his client shouldn’t be charged with 
carjacking because he didn’t have the 
gun on him. “The reason he didn’t 
have the gun on him,” Judge Shan- 
non A. Holmes noted, “is because the 
defendant got his butt whipped, and 
Mr. Turner took the gun from him.” 
(Detroit News) 

When Susan Cole showed up for jury 
duty in Denver, she was wearing curl- 
ers in her hair and mismatched shoes, 
according to a court affidavit. When 
Judge Anne Mansfield asked if any 
prospective jurors had a mental illness, 
court reporter Kelli Wessels said Cole 
"stated she had difficulties getting 
ready in the morning” and added she 
suffered from post-traumatic stress 
disorder. Judge Mansfield excused her 
but four months later heard someone 
brag on local radio about showing up 
looking disheveled and faking mental 
illness to evade jury duty. The woman 
was identified as Cole, who pleaded 
guilty to perjury and received a two- 
year suspended sentence and 40 hours 
of community service. (Denver Post) 

Tourist Trade 

New York and New Jersey victims 
of Superstorm Sandy complained 
their cleanup efforts are interrupted 
by disaster tourists, who’re drawn 
by curiosity to the real-life scenes 
of tragedy shown on television. 

“The gawking was amazing last 
week,” Staten Island resident Joanne 
McClenin commented. “It was kind of 
offensive as a homeowner, because I 
felt violated.” (Associated Press) 

Seven years after Hurricane Katrina 
flooded New Orleans, tour buses 
continue to visit the devastated Lower 
Ninth Ward, charging an average of 
$45 per person to glimpse what some 
tour operators promote as the scene 
of “America’s Greatest Catastrophe.” 
After years of loosely enforcing a ban 
on motor coaches, police began turn- 
ing back tours and fining violators. 
“Residents don’t like being gawked at 
by tourists as though they’re sideshow 
attractions,” city councilor Ernest F. 
Charbonnet declared, vowing to in- 
troduce legislation to limit buses to 30 
passengers along a designated route. 
(New York Times) 


Litigation Nation 

David Jiminez, 43, spent hours at the 
large crucifix outside St. Patrick’s 
Church in Newburgh, N.Y., praying for 
his wife, who was battling ovarian can- 
cer. When she recovered, he offered to 
clean the crucifix in gratitude. While 
he was scrubbing Christ’s face, the 
600 -pound marble statuary toppled 
over and crushed his right leg, which 
doctors had to amputate. Even though 
charitable foundations covered his 
six-figure medical bills, Jiminez sued 
the church for $3 million. The church 
denied any responsibility. (Associated 
Press) 

Second- Amendment 
Follies 

Combat City, a shooting range in 
Orlando, Fla., lets its customers fire 
at each other to test whether they 
have what it takes to shoot another 
person if their life depends on it. 
Owner Dave Kaplan greets customers, 
searches them for concealed weapons 
and ammunition, and modifies their 
weapons to fire only a soft rubber 
bullet. Participants then enter the 
range wearing protection for their 
head, neck and private parts. Even so, 
the rubber bullets hurt, more so than 
being shot with a paintball. “There 
is supposed to be a degree of pain,” 
Kaplan explained, “so that you do 
learn from it.” (Orlando's WKMG-TV) 
An employee at the Copper County 
Sporting Arms gun shop in Silver 
City, N.M., was unloading a .45 caliber 
handgun when it accidentally fired, 
shooting a 65-year-old customer in 
the back. Police Chief Ed Reynolds 
reported the victim was listed in stable 
condition. (Las Cruces Sun-News) 

Firearms instructor Saulius “Sonny” 
Puzikas was conducting a live-fire 
training exercise at the Texas Defen- 
sive Shooting Academy in Ferris using 
live ammunition to fire at targets in 
a house. As darkness fell, he decided 
to run the course himself and opened 

He accidentally shot an instructor still 
inside the house, once in the hand and 
twice in the abdomen. Puzikas, whose 
gun did not have a light, insisted he 
didn’t see the victim, who was airlifted 
to the hospital and listed in stable con- 
dition. (The Ellis County Press) 

Different-Sex Marriages 

Authorities charged Frederick Hengl, 
68, with murdering his wife after they 
found her severed head in the freezer 
and her body parts cooking on the 
stove. District Attorney Katherine 
Flaherty said there was no evidence of 
cannibalism. (Associated Press) 






FREE WILL ASTROLOGY byrobbrezsny e 


Sagittarius 


(Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 

If you say "rabbit rabbit rabbit” as 
soon as you wake up on the first 
day of the month, you will have 
good luck for the next 30 to 31 
days. At least that’s how reality 
works according to a British 
superstition. But judging from 
your astrological omens, I don’t 
think you will have to resort to 
magic tricks like that to stimulate 
your good fortune. In the next 
four weeks, I suspect you will 
be the beneficiary of a flood of 
cosmic mojo, as well as a surge 
of divine woowoo, a shower of 
astral juju, and an upwelling of 
universal googoo gaga. If it would 
give you even more confidence 
to invoke your favorite supersti- 
tions, though, go right ahead. 
Even scientists say that kind 
of thing works: tinyurl.com/ 
SuperstitiousBoost. 


ARIES (March 21-April 19): "They are trying 
to make me into a fixed star,' complained 
religious leader Martin Luther a few centuries 
ago. 'I am an irregular planet' I invite you 
to use that declaration as your own in the 
coming weeks. You have every right to avoid 
being pinned down, pigeonholed and forced 
to be consistent. According to my reading of 
the astrological omens, you need abundant 
freedom to mutate your identity. You deserve a 
poetic license that allows you to play a variety 
of different roles and explore the pleasures of 
unpredictable self-expression. 


TAURUS (April 20-May 20): "The Star- 
Spangled Banner" is America's national 
anthem. It features the lyrics of a patriotic 
poem written by Francis Scott Key. But the 
melody itself is entirely lifted from a bawdy 
old song that celebrates Bacchus, the ancient 
god of wine and ecstatic dancing. I love it when 
things are repurposed as dramatically as that. 
Do you? The coming weeks will be prime time 
to repurpose stuff with creative abandon. 
Make the past useful for the future. Taurus. 
Turn good old ideas into fantastic new ones. 
Dont just recycle; transform. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): I'm guessing 
that in the coming weeks you will be receiv- 
ing a multitude of inquiries, invitations and 
temptations — probably more than you feel 
capable of responding to. and certainly more 
than you should respond to. A few of these 
opportunities might be appealing and lead to 


sting ac 




less, diversionary or trivial. Will you be able to 
tell the difference? That's your big challenge. 
If you'd like help dodging unwanted solicita- 
tions, give out this phone number as your own: 
212.479.7990. It's a free service provide by "The 
Rejection Line' at Rejectionline.com. People 
calling that number will be politely told you 


CANCER (June 21-July 22): For millennia, 
the plant known as the yellow avalanche lily 
has thrived on mountain slopes and meadows 
throughout western North America. It blooms 
early in the spring, just in time for broad-tailed 
hummingbirds that migrate from Central 
America to sip the flower's nectar. But now 
there's a problem with that ancient arrange- 
ment. Due to global warming, the lily now blos- 

hummingbirds haven't made an adjustment 
in their schedule, so they're barely showing up 
in time to get their full allotment of nectar. I 
suspect this is a metaphor for a shift you may 
be facing in your own life rhythm. Fortunately, 
you've been forewarned, and you can adjust 
better than the hummingbirds. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): In our calendar, there 
is no special holiday devoted to honoring 
the joy and power of rebellion. This oversight 


confounds me. All my experience tells me that 
the urge to revolt is a fundamental human 
need. Every one of us has a sacred duty to 
regularly rise up and overthrow a stale status 

an organized group effort we re part of or our 
own deadening routine. I'm telling you this. 
Leo. because it's an excellent time to celebrate 
your own Rebellion Jubilee. Your vitality will 
soar as you shed numbing habits and decaying 
traditions. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Recently you've 
had resemblances to an 8-year-old kid wear- 
ing the pajamas you loved when you were five. 

the sleeves end. and there’s a similar thing 

here and there because it can't accommodate 
how much you've grown. You're feeling dis- 
comfort in places where the overly tight fit is 
squeezing your flesh. All of this is somewhat 
cute but mostly alarming. I wish you would 
wean yourself of the past and update your 
approach. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct 22): A lot of leopard 
frogs live on Staten Island, one of New York 
City’s five boroughs. Most of them make a 
sound that resembles a long snore or a rapid 
chuckle. But over the years, biologists have 
also detected a third type of frogly expression: 
a clipped, repetitive croak. Just this year, they 
finally figured out that this belonged to an en- 

had never before identified. Ifs still so new it 
doesn't have a name yet. I expect a metaphori- 
cally similar development in your life. Libra. 

been hiding in plain sight. You will ’find" some- 
thing that actually revealed itself to you some 
time ago. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Tom Tolbert 
is a sports talk show host on San Francisco 
radio station KNBR. I am amazingly neutral 
about him. Nothing he says fascinates me or 
mirrors my own thoughts. On the other hand, 
he never makes me mad and he's not boring. 
I neither like him nor dislike him. I simply see 
him for who he is, without any regard f< 


being with complete impartiality, having no 
wish for him to be different from what he is. In 
the coming week, I suggest you try to achieve 
this enlightened state of mind on a regular 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): According 
to Greek myth. Perseus cut off the head of 
Medusa. She was the creature whose hair was 
composed of snakes and whose gaze could 
turn a person into stone. The immortal winged 
horse Pegasus was instantaneously bom from 
Medusa's blood. He ultimately became an ally 

carry thunder and lightning. I predict that 
while you're sleeping Capricorn, you will have 
a dream that contains elements of this myth. 
Here's a preliminary interpretation of that 
dream: You are undergoing a transition that 
could In a sense give you the power of flight 
and a more abundant access to a muse. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): It's time for 
you to be leader of the pack. Aquarius; to take 
your gang to the next level; to make sure the 
group mind isn't suppressing innovation and 
enforcing peer pressure but is rather inspiring 
every member of the tribe to be as creative as 
they dare to be. And if it's not realistic for you to 
wield that much power, then do whatever you 
can to synergize the alliances that hold your 
posse together. Build team morale. Gossip 

of fresh magic. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): If you're a food 
shape of a chicken wing it 


wing rr 


t. Otherv 
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says you've got to call your product "wyngz." 
I've always thought that there's a lot of infor- 
mation the media presents as 'news' that is 
really as fake as wyngz. That's why I advocate 
calling the bogus stuff 'newzak" (rhymes with 
"muzak"). Your assignment in the coming 
weeks, Pisces. Is to make sure you're not put- IS 
ting out any wyngz- or newzak-like stuff In g 
your own chosen field. The fates will help you g 
rather dramatically if you put a high premium 3 
on authenticity. H 
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Unlock your 
inner-shopper 
and score big. 
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NEW YEAR - NEW CAREER: 
REGISTER NOW 



Single? 


You don't need fancy algorithms to find a date. Our 1000+ 
local members are smart and savvy Seven Days readers. 
You already have something in common! 



Getting started is easy... 


• I 

Want 
to make 
the first 
move? 


After you make your own 
profile, you can start a 
conversation with any 
Seven D ays s ingle for as 
little as $l/day! 


Create a FREE 
profile on the web at 
sevendaysvt.com/ 
personals. Don't be shy! 
People who post photos 
and lots of info about 
themselves get the most 
messages. 


SEVEN DAYS 

pERSoNRLS 

sevendaysvt.com 


Select the best 
suitors and reply 
to their messages 
for FREE. Get to know 
the person over email 
and when you're 
ready, make a date. 



PERSONALS 



W51VEN .^fewW51VE!M 


interesting and fulfilling life. I enjoy 

friends. I am looking for someone 
who Is comfortable with herself and 
interested in sharing both down time 
and adventures. Ariana. 42 O 


I consider myself honest and hard 

I love a warm fire and snuggling 
with a great movie, tooshy. 39. d 




bAckin vt. fin Ally! 

Career woman looking for love now 
that I have moved back to Vermont 
for good. I am looking for someone 
fun and interesting to hang out with 
and possibly date, maplegirl. 34. 0 


r Athcr shy 

Wanna play? girlysoxfan86. 26. d 


WoMEN MEN 

cOME ENJOY LIFE WITH ME© 

Looking to meet someone who enjoys 
family and friends and the simple 
things in life. Someone with a sense 
of humor who likes being active 

whether it is biking, golfing, going for 
a walk/hike, a stroll on Church Street 
shows, athletic events, live music. 


For relationships, dates, flirts and i-spys: 

sevendaysvt.com/personals 


equally defies easy description. No 




smArt girl ^ 

age 32. fit reddish-blonde. S'8’. I 
single and looking. I ucicl u 32. d 


We’re all attractive, successful 
women in our late 20s interested 
in companionship with confident 
adventurous, -normal' men (2S to 3S). 


girlie girl, I'd say a perfect first date 

adventerous. I’m always interested in 


I'm a single 38-year-old. did the 
marriage thing, the kid thing young, now 
looking for some fun until I find Mr. Rest 


CURjoUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 
Browse more than 
1600 local singles with 
profiles including photos, 
voice messages, habits, 
desires, views and more. 
It’s free to place your 
own profile online. 

Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

| ~ j See photos of 

this person online. 


I am a single girl looking for some love 




including traveling, seeing live music 
attending events and other exciting 
get-togethers, rhk 83. 29. d 

I’m looking for a friend with benefits but 

turning into a long-term relationship. 

after a really hard year for the first 

are key. Be yourself! alana. 39. d 

mom scares people off. I’m looking 
for someone to be there for me and 
my kids LATER. I’ve got the parenting 
down pat. f lagirlAth eart. 21. d 

I don’t want to make a big deal about 

message me ©. dixieh erald4 22. d 
When you see me 111 be the one with 


before. I’m looking for someone that 
enjoys exercising, hiking, kayaking, 
camping and knows what they want 
in life. All you need is 20 seconds 
of courage! pinkf lamingo. 27, d 


IBEN WolVBI 

the outdoors, sitting by a campfire w/ 

fish and play golf. usmarine68. 44 d 

Father of two girls, own my own home, 
love being a dad and finishing up my 
Master's. I recently put my house on 

after grad school. Is there anyone 
out there who can give us a reason to 
stay in VT? f ieldofdreams. 43. d 


IA b lover 


of humor, good looking. Starting to think 
the saying is true that nice guys finish 
last Looking for an honest hardworking, 
attractive, average to slender woman 
in her mid 30’s to mid 40’s. If you 
have kids, that’s fine. I like to go out 

Dinner, drinks, movie, dancing, theatre. 





five words for AheAdline 

Just a dude, 25. I'm looking to meet some new folks. I've known 
everyone that I know for damn near all my life and I’m trying 
to get a new outlook on things. I like to create. I enjoy other's 
creations. I like doing things and stuff. Peace, love and chicken 
grease, j ohnnyknifeflght, 25. men seeking women 


people always tell me i'm... talented, creative, ama 2 ing. too 
drunk, gonna die in a gasoline explosion, really really good 
looking, technologically advanced in the pants. 


metAphysic Ally bent inner 

I am pretty delightful I s'pose. I have 
a rather contagious smile that I insist 
on using often to invite yours to come 
out to play! I'm looking for interesting 


honest responsible and strong. 

I’m open-minded, looking for 
someone to have fun with. I like 
anything creative, art. music and 
enjoy the outdoors. A!ex106. 41 


MEN^b^MEN 

ne celebrate early. steven2564. 19 


M°rE RJSSDe? 

TuRNThEPAgE 




PERSoNRtS 


aJ># 
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WSMEWtfetagf 

want to explore everything out there. I 
love to have fun and live in the moment 
I'm always looking for new things and 
want to share that with someone 
else who's super fun to he with! I am 
really caring and considerate but 
looking to keep my sex life separate 


are a must, moretouch 29 CD 

Girl that wants to play with 
another girl. iamMe. 39 CD 

I’m just looking for a good 
time. I'm easygoing, and like 
to have fun. dejlil88. 23 



Let's go fishing, have a beer and see 


hungry for 

Looking for sr 

Discretion is a must. Open-minded. 
I'm not shallow, but you must be 
smart enough and hot enough to 
make me wet very_hungry. 39. □ 


For group fun, BDSM play, and full-on kink: 

sevendaysvt.com/personals 


Sometimes the question 

girl! I would like to meet first.. very 

anything from vanilla to super kinky. 
I'm eager to please. summer428. HI 


I'm a college freshman with a BDSM 


HEN 


organic!7. 22 CJ 8 


fill Myholes 

There's not other way to say it than I 
love to have my holes filled. 1 1 

I am discreet. Your pictures get mine. 
Hope to taste you soon, flllmyhotes. 37 

Did you know Scorpio is the most 
sexual of signs? Looking for some 
NSA summer fun. Don't be afraid 

wild side! sexiscorpio69, 27. CD 


CURioUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 

All the action is online. 

Browse more than 
1600 local singles with 
profiles including photos, 
voice messages, habits, 
desires, views and more. 
It's free to place your 
own profile online. 

Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

1 I See photos of 

this person online. 


kinky college kid 
Fit 23-year-old male who's down to 
please and play with a girl, 18-27. 1 
don’t care what you look like, let’s 
just have some fun. Experienced 
and eager to please, let's get kinky 

some fun times ©. purefun4u. 28 


me and let's start our exchange. You 
don’t want to miss this. ver_man 37 

With winter fast approaching, it's time 
for all good subs to find their masters. 

I'm waiting for you, vtentryboy. 43. CJ 

get a little wild. Would love to check 


and happy guy; I’m just interested 
in enjoying that other side of my 
personality, allisdream. 26 

horny 24/7 

I'm interested in meeting really kinky 
girls who are experienced in sexual 

to show me around ©. imjustafungi 21 


ic. hotnready. 54. CD 





far out for me to give it a shot'. Time 
to party! Can you keep up with the old 


I’m game for just about anything, 
just askS. mr_orange74. 22 


sexPoT. I oTs of Mindful forePlay 

The title says it all. Contact me for 
some mindful FUN! Zanevt. 27, CD 


5IHES 


Polya Morous cou Pie (M f ) seeks 

couple that shares similar interests 
both in and out of the bedroom. Ideal 
partners would also be pan or bisexual 
to maximize possibilities. Socially 
we enjoy trying new cuisine, learning 
about local businesses, having great 
conversations, watching documentaries 

no drugs. PanPridel43. 27 CD 


for her first time. Open and eager to 


KiNKoF THE WEEK: 


gnarly Ba BedesTroyer 

I love four things: shredding gnar. heady beers, dank 
nugs and wild sex. Looking for a favorable partner in 
crime, ideally someone who's down for as many of those 
things simultaneously as possible. Let's break records. 

w hiskeyjameo, 26, Men seeking 

What is the freakiest place you've ever had sex in Vermont? 

atthe bottom of Moss glen falls. 


Can go from straight-on wild sex 

Have an insatiable oral fixation. 

situations and places, steelwolf 52 


I eT's geT Brea Thless TogeTher! 

Were a sexy and energetic couple 
looking for like-minded playmates to 
have some intensely fun/sexy/erotic 
playtime with. We’re both athletic and 
in excellent shape, multi orgasmic 
and enjoy playing for hours. Trust 
safety and discretion are a must with 

hear from you ©. Two_f our_f un, 45 


Pussy-licking MasTer 

many orgasms. My tounge is very 
talented. Just consider me an 
unselfish lover who makes sure the 
ladies cum first, ilicktoplease. 26 


Love the dark side of kink. Love 

and women. playaboy67. 42 CD 


for months to come. I'm your man. If 
you like going to pound town, climb 
aboard. trottinghot69. 27, CD 




Classy MTF cross-dresser seeks 

start. Please be at least 6' tall. Be gentle, 
I'm new at this. stealthchick45. 45 


We are a happily married. D&O free 
couple looking for same to hang out 
with and more on occasion, I am a 

fitness instructor (both Caucasian). We 






isPb * 


If you've been 
spied, go online 
to contact your 


sevendaysvt.com/personals 


pair Fax ma N at airport 11/17/12 

I am looking for the Fairfax "cowboy" flying 

briefly about your cowboy outfit and your 

a irport. You: man. me: Woman. *910801 


t urke Y Da Y SmiLe! 

Thanksgiving morning. Me: driving a black Fusion. 
We sat there (for no real reason), you flashed 
an AMAZING smile that made my day! Hope 
you had a wonderful day! Would LOVE to see 
that smile again! W* 


i SpY JuStl.47 

Saturday, November 24. 2012. Where: men 


a. *910797 




my heart under the stars that night. The brown 
Burton hoodie you usually wear, playing your 
banjolele and cracking quirky jokes, will always 
stay in my memories. Keeping hope in my heart 
Still missing you. When: Friday. October 5. 2012. 

the stars. You: man. me: Woman. *910796 


This would have worked out better if your birthday 

my future. You: Woman, me: man. *910795 




When: Sunday, February 26, 2012. Where: the 
oscars. You: Woman, me: man. *910794 


Fair Ha VeN FLY-BY 

I noticed you had a close encounter with a 
feathered friend. We were discussing our travel 
destinations when my passengers showed 
up and our conversation ended abruptly. You 
were so friendly and approachable! I wished we 

away ... will our paths ever cross again? When: 
welcome center. You: Woman.me: man. *910793 


miStS oFaVaLoN 


When: Thursday, November ZZ. Z01Z. Where: a 
burning room. You: Woman.me: man. *910792 


Fire 

Voice sings the sweetest songs of pain, big brown 
eyes bum- scorch the earth. Can't say that's it 
Can't quit Can't move on. Should not love you, 
but I need to. Now. And I don't know why-but 
when those eyes combust and reveal they are 

me kid. When: Thursday, November ZZ. Z01Z. 
Where: 8C. You: Woman.me: man. *910791 


City St albans. You: Woman.me: man. *910790 


mY SWeet tat SHore 

Just wanted to let you know I’m so very proud 
of you, and that all you've accomplished has 
not gone unnoticed. Things may be gloomy, 
but keep in mind that without the dark side, 
there is no character added. Evolving always 
has an up side. I love you. kid. Always keep 
your chin up, you'll get there. Howbatchew 
When: t uesday. November 20. 2012. Where: 
Georgia. You: Woman, me: Woman. *910789 


EACH AVEDA GIFT PROMISES A 


mountain 



SPOIL YOURSELF WITH 

$50 GIFT CARDS FOR ONLY $45 
GIVE THAT SPECIAL SOMEONE 

LIMITED EDITION GIFTS SETS 
WITH A $50 SURPRISE INSIDE 


Locations | Hours | Special Offers 


■ salon 

obriens 

www.obrienssalons.com 




C3 


SaiNt pauL Street Sat. NiGHt 

told me you lived next door. The problem is, I don't 

When: Saturday, Novemberl7. 2012. Where: 
Saint paul Street. You: man. me: man. *910788 


grab my coat that I had left the night before. It had 
V "' 8 ^ in. *910787 


16. 2012. Where: all the time, in my bed. in 
my head. You: man. mo: Woman. *910786 


and then flirted with me a little bit. I r 

number and name to give to you. Idk if she actually 
did it so now just reaching out to you here. When: 
Friday. November 16. 2012. Where: Starbucks 
downtown working. You: man. me: man. *910785 


mistress 

maeve 


i 



AVEDA Double Points weekend 
pure privilege- Nov. 29th - Dec 2nd 







WRAP UP SOME PURE SPARKLE FOR SOMEONE YOU LOVE! 


Our Body Care 
Department is brimming 
with a selection of 
beautiful, pure, yummy 
products for every body! 


Ideas for every wish list! 

Lots of locally crafted body 
care products. 

Gift sets? Yes! 

There’s sparkle for eyes, lips 
and cheeks. 

Natural pampering for 
everyone... from babies 
to babes! 


222 DORSET STREET, SOUTH BURLINGTON • 802.863.2569 ■ HEALTHYLIVINGMARKET.COM • 8AM-9PM SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 







